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THE SPEAKER (Mr Barnett) took the Chair
at 10.45 am. and read prayers.

MOTOR VEHICLES
Third-porij' Insurance: Petition

MR BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington)
[10.47 am]: I have a petition which reads as
follows-

The Honourable The Speaker and Mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parlia-
menit assembled.

We. the undersigned

Urge the Government to give urgent
consideration to establishing a Statutory
requirement for all vehicle owners to
indemnify Third Parties against theirs' or
their drivers culpable damage to those
Third Parties property including road ve-
hicles and /or contents.

.Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duly
bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 25 signatures. I certify that
it conforms to the Standing Orders of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No 45.)

NATIONAL PARKS: MINERAL
EXPLORATION

Prohibition: Petition
MRS BUCHANAN (Pilbara) [10.48 am]: I

have a petition which reads as follows-
The Honourable the Speaker and Mem-

bers of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parlia-
ment assembled.

We, the undersigned, request the West-
ern Australian Government to reject the
December 1986 report of the -Committee
on Exploration and Mining in National
Parks and Nature Reserves", which would
permit exploration and mining in National
Parks and Nature Reserves.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 2 345 signatures. I certify
that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No 46.)

WAROONA PRIMARY SCHOOL
Resiting: Petition

MR BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington)
110.50 am]: I have a petition which reads as
follows-

The Hornourable The Speaker and Mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parlia-
ment assembled.

We, the undersigned are the concerned
parents of the Waroona Community
opposing the Primary School being built
on the High School site. There was a meet-
ing held and a vote put forward which was
so close that it was left tup to the Minister
for Education to decide. We think this is
unfair because it should be the Waroona
community deciding where our new Pri-
mary School should be built. There is land
which has been bought where most people
thought was where the Primary school was
to be built. We urge the Community of
Waroona to ight for the rights of our chil-
dren's future.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 305 signatures. I certify that
it conforms to the Standing Orders of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No 4 7.)

NATIONAL PARKS: PROPOSALS
Imnplemnentation: Petition

MRS BUCHANAN (Pilbara) [10.51 am]: I
have a petition which reads as follows-

The Honourable the Speaker and Mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parlia-
ment assembled.
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We, the undersigned, request that the
Western Australian Government takes ur-
gent action to implement all proposals for
new National Parks and Nature Rserves
made by the Environmental Prtection
Authority in its various 'Red Books'.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest con-
sideration and your petitioners. as in duty
bound. will ever pray.

The petition bears 2 472 signatures. I certify
that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the Petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(Seec petition No 48.)

NATIONAL PARKS: MINERAL
EXPLORATION

Prohibition: Petition
DR ALEXANDER (Perth) [10.52 am]: I

have a petition which reads as follows-
To: The H-onourable the Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in
Parliament assembled.
We. the undersigned, request that the Par-
liament of Western Australia enact legis-
lation to prohibit mining and mineral ex-
ploration in Western Australian National
Parks and Nature Reserves.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 3 226 signatures. I certify
that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No 49.)

TAXI-DRIVERS: ASSAULTS
Prevention: Matter of Pubh/ic Importance

THE SPEAKER (Mr Barnett): Members. I
have received today a letter from the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition who has asked for the
opportunity to move a motion as a matter of
public importance. The motion concerns effec-
tive action to prevent recent vicious attacks on
Perth taxi-drivers.

Subsequent to enough members rising in
their places to support this motion, It is my
intention to allow it.

Eight members having risen in their places,
The SPEAKER: Sufficient members are in

support of this motion. It is my intention to
permit it to proceed on the basis of 30 minutes
of speeches from my left and 30 minutes from
my right.

MR LAURANCE (Gascoyne-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [10.55 am]: I
move-

That this House condemns the Govern-
menit's failure to take any effective action
to prevent recent vicious attacks on Perth
taxi drivers and in particular the Govern-
menit's failure to support a private mem-
ber's Bill which would make it illegal not
to pay a taxi fare.

This procrastination by the Government
has left taxi drivers at risk and done
nothing to halt the rising level of violence
towards taxi drivers.

In this and other areas the Government
continues to abrogate its responsibility to
protect individuals from crimes of viol-
ence and this House calls on the Govern-
ment to identify precisely the action it pro-
poses to take to ensure the safety of West-
ern Australians and when it will be
implemented.

It is becoming evident in recent times that this
G ove rn mentI h as beco me n oted for ta k ing a so Fl
line on crime. Law and order has become a
bigger issue in the community than at any time.-
in our history.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr LAURANCE: Government members can

laugh and act as though this problem does not
exist, but law and order is a major issue in the
community. Government members can carry
on like two-bob watches but that will not
change the fact that the Government has not
done anything to prevent the rising level of
violence in our community. The Government
has shown that it is incapable of dealing
effectively with this rising level of crime. The
problem has manifested itself in many ways in
recent weeks and the particular matter I wish to
deal with today is the violent attacks that have
been made on taxi-drivers.

The present unsatisfactory situation has been
brewing for some time and the Government
has done nothing to prevent the spread of this
problem. Anything that the Government has
done has been done on the prompting of the
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Opposition. The only thing that we have seen
from the Government has been a knee-jerk re-
action.

The Minister for Transport has largely
ignored the pleas of the industr and has done
too little too late. His cohort, the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services, has been even
worse. We saw them lined up on the steps of
Parliament House two weeks ago. They are two
hopeless cases-Tweedledum and Tweedledee;
they sit and fiddle while the problem gets
worse. We told the Minister for Transport on
the steps of Parliament House two weeks ago
that if he did not take urgent steps more taxi-
drivens would be injured. That is exactly what
has happened. More taxi-drivers have been
injured until on the weekend a taxi-driver, who
had to take the law into his own hands because
this Government will not act to make non-pay-
ment of taxi Cares an offence, was stabbed.

I indicated to the House recently that there
are many examples of what could be called
minor crimes which are off'ences under the
Police Act, but if one steals $20 from a taxi-
driver by refusing to pay a rare, that is not an
offence. In effect this Government said to the
taxi-driver who was faced with this problem in
the early hours of the morning. "You must take
civil action. Go to the courts on Monday morn-
ing." This taxi-driver had to chase after two
individuals to get them to pay their fare: they
turned on him and stabbed him and he is now
in Royal Perth Hospital.

The Minister has blood on his hands. He
could have prevented this situation. He had the
remedy but because he was too short-sighted to
give any credit to the Opposition for getting in
touch with this industry and bringing the mat-
ter to Parliament, the situation has grown
worse. It is a simple matter to amend the laws
so as to make non-payment an offence. It
would act as a deterrent to many people who
try to get out of paying their fares. IC people
knew that a taxi-driver could get onto his radio
and call the police, and that in a matter of
seconds other tax i-Ilrivers and the police would
come to his aid, they would be deterred from
non-payment of fares.

The SPEAKER: Order! Perhaps I should
have cautioned members right at the beginning
of this debate. This matter is certainly a matter
of public importance and so. on that basis. I do
not want to stop the debate, but members must
be aware of the itemn on the Notice Paper
which, to some extent, deals with the same sub-
ject. Members must be very careful not to

touch on matters related to that Bill and they
must tread very carefully when speaking to this
motion.

Mr LAURANCE: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
for that direction. I will talk not about the
terms of the Bill but about whether it should
have been debated.

It is interesting that the Minister and the
Government will not even debate the Bill; they
certainly will not accept it and they will not
even debate it. The Minister for Police and
Emergency Services has gone one step worse
and written to people saying that it is an ill-
conceived political stunt. Let him tell that to
the man lying injured in Royal Perth Hospital.
It was taxi-drivers like that man that came to
me and said. "The Government won't listen.
We think you should do this because it is a
simple matter. Can't you draft a Bill?" I said I
would draft a Bill and bring it to the Parlia-
ment, which is exactly what I have done. Yet
the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
wrote to one of my constituents and said the
Bill was an ill-conceived political stunt. The
people he wrote to do not believe that, and the
man lying wounded in Royal Perth Hospital
does not believe that.

My Bill represents a genuine desire to deal
with the problem. The Government can deal
with the Bill today. Immediately after we deal
with this motion the Government could seek to
suspend Standing Orders so that we could deal
with my Bill, and were it to do so it would have
our full support. The Bill could be through the
House in five minutes flat. The Government
knows that it could be dealt with today.

Out on the steps of Parliament House a fort-
night ago, in front of a crowd of angry taxi-
drivers, the Minister said, "We would bring it
up but we don't have time to deal with a pri-
vate member's Bill." Yet on that very day the
Parliament was dealing with a private mem-
ber's Bill to legalise homosexuality. This
Government has more concern for gays than it
has for taxi-drivers who are being bashed and
knifed every night of the week. The Govern-
menit brought forward for debate a private
member's Bill on homosexuality, and all the 16
Government members in the Council voted for
it. yet in this House Government members will
not bring forward my Bill.

I wrote to the Leader of the House and he
said that he acknowledged that this Bill was
listed for debate but the Government wanted a
Government back-bench member to have the
opportunity to move a motion to debate Lib-
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eral Party policy. 1 also asked him whether he
would make available sufficient time to debate
my Bill before the end of the session. He said
he would try. He has not tried very hard and he
has had no support from the two dills over
there, the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services and the Minister for Transport.

If the Government moves to suspend Stand-
ing Orders immediately to deal with my Bill, it
will have our full support. The Bill could be
through in a matter of minutes. But the
Government is more interested in homosex-
uals; that is its priority. It is soft on crime and
it is soft on gays. I would not mind that if only
the Government were not causing problems for
taxi-drivers, which it is and members opposite
know this.

M r Troy interjected.

Mr LAURANCE: Tell that to the taxi-driver
in Royal Perth Hospital:, take a copy of the
letter from the Minister for Police and Emerg-
ency Services saying that my Bill is just an ill-
conceived political stunt. The Government
should make it a crime for a person not to pay
his taxi fare.

Mr Peter Dowding: Is it illegal to stab some-
one with a knife?

Mr LAURANCE: For a lawyer, that was a
crazy question to ask. No wonder the Govern-
ment cannot handle crime when the Minister
asks such a stupid question.

It is not only that the Government is more
interested in homosexuals than in protecting
taxi-drivers from bashings, but it is also that it
will not deal with my Bill. The Bill could be
through the Parliament today if the Govern-
ment suspended Standing Orders. The Govern-
menit would have our support in allowing the
Bill to be debated.

Mr Troy: You didn't take the opportunity
the other day.

Mr LAURANCE: The Leader of the House
said that he wanted to give the call to one of the
Government's back-bench members, and I
gave the call to one of our back-bench mem-
bers. We had a commitment the Bill would be
dealt with that day. My Bill could have been
dealt with any time last week, and we have had
one more week of the Parliament since then.
But let us deal with it today. All the Govern-
ment need do is suspend Standing Orders. Ob-
viously the Government will not do that, but if
it did it would have the support of members on
this side.

Very quickly I will deal with a wider range of
problems, because it is not only a matter of
making it an offence under the Police Act not
to Pay a taxi fare.

For months the industry has been appealing
for assistance by way of the introduction of
security alarms, and the Minister has been
talking about security alarms in taxis for
months. I do not know why the Taxi Control
Board has to approve those alarms, but why
does it not do so quickly? Why does the Minis-
ter not give the board the lead? The Govern-
ment is just following rather than giving a lead.
When the industry screams and the Opposition
supports the industry, the Minister may act. He
will not lead in providing an answer to the
problem:, he continues to act from behind.

There is potential for security screens to be
fitted in some taxis in order to prevent many of
these night attacks on taxi-drivers. Some move-
ment in this direction has been made but it is
too little too late. How many more people have
to be lying wounded in hospital before this
Minister decides to act? The Government must
lead, not follow, It should not wait until there
are so many people lying in hospital that the
Minister is forced to act.

We have had our Bill on the Notice Paper for
months and the Minister has had the oppor-
tunity to take action on a lot of other security
matters for months, but his record is abysmal.

The whole problem of this violence in our
city can be traced to the casino, and the Minis-
ter has only to talk to the industry to ascertain
that. That is where a lot of the bashings are
caused. That is where the people who knifed
the taxi-driver the other night came from. I
supported the legislation for the casino when it
was before the House. The Government is very
happy to laud it as a great tourism initiative,
which it is, and also-

Mr Peter Dowding interjected.
Mr LAURANCE: You know this is a very

restricted debate, ankles.
The Government gets plenly of revenue from

that initiative, which, as I said, is a good one.
But there are problems associated with the ca-
sino. On the one hand, the Government should
not be taking revenue from the casino when, on
the other hand, the casino is causing many of
the problems.

The Government needs to get a police
presence down there. When people leave the
casino they may be angry at having lost their
money.They catch a taxi and as they draw near
their home they get out and run. The taxi-
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drivers call them '*unners". The Government
should know that this is where some of the
problems arc being caused, so it should get the
police down there. A police presence would
soon get some results. Also, if people knew they
would be the subject to tough penalties if they
did not pay their fares, the Government would
have provided another deterrent. This would
be an effective and quick means of dealing with
the problem. But the Government fails to take
any notice. The Government keeps talking
about homosexuals; that is all.

The Government should be looking at the
problem of nightclubs and talking to the people
who have been bashed outside different clubs.
Remember the young man who is near death
after being bashed outside the Red Parrot
nightclub. What were the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services and the Minister for
Transport doing? These nightclubs are a prob-
lem.

Government members should not try to in-
terrupt my speech;, go and tell those people
what the Government has been doing about the
problem. There arc certain areas like that, and I
have indicated a couple, and where these prob-
lems seem to be emanating. If the Minister
were on top of his job he would be ensuring
there was a greater police presence where it was
required, and giving more support to the Police
Force, and indicating to these people that he
wants some discipline in our community. and
that he is not prepared to see the rising level of
violence in our society go on.

The Government's record is quite the re-
verse. it is soft on crime;. it is more concerned
about the rights of homosexuals than it is about
people being attacked in taxis every night of the
week. The Government has no answer to the
problem. The Government has two hopeless
Ministers in the Minister for Transport and the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services.
and the community deserves a better run than
it is getting from this Government. People are
not safe in their homes and taxi drivers are not
safe in their taxis. Something must be done. It
will take a determined Government to deal
with the problem. and this Government is far
from determined. It is a lax Government when
it comes to law and order. We have highlighted
this deficiency on die part of the Government.
and I call on the Government to indicate what
it intends to do about it.

The SPEAKER: If there is no seconder that
will be the end of the debate.

MR CASH (Mt Lawley) 1 11.02 am]: I for-
mally second the motion and ask that I speak
after the Minister for Transport if he wants to
exercise his right.

Government members: No!
Mr CASH: If that is the case I will make my

points now. What I have to say is of great im-
portance to the House and I hope it will be of
some importance to the Minister for Labour,
Productivity and Employment who tries to
shout down any member who rises to make a
point and wants to assist the public of Western
Australia.

Most members would have seen television
reports of the vicious attack on a 19-year-old
youth in Perth on Saturday night. That attack
occurred because of the failure of this Govern-
ment to take positive action to stem the violent
crime we have seen increasing in this State in
recent years. Violent crime has become a
nightly tragedy in Perth and its suburbs, and I
am sure the National Party and thinking
country menibers on the Government side
would agree with me that it is now a nightly
tragedy in most regional towns around the
State.

The reason the Government has failed is that
it is out of touch with reality. It does not under-
stand what is happening in the streets of Perth
at night. Last Saturday night. one Darren
Maxfield, a 19-year-old who had just come to
Perth for a week to take part in the forthcoming
Avon Descent race, attended the Red Parrot
nightclub in Roe Street, and when he left
around midnight he made his way to the bus
station on the other side of the railway line. I
remind members that it was around midnight
on Saturday night in almost the centre of Perth.
This 19-year-old in the youth of his life made
his way across the railway tracks towards the
bus station in order to catch a cab to his family
home in Duncraig. In the presence of a number
of his friends-in fact the police believe in the
presence of up to 12 people-young Darren
Maxfield was bashed beyond recognition. It is
now a Matter of public record that his brain
was bashed almost to a pulp and he has
suffered very severe and permanent brain dam-
age and will never be the same again.

What do Government members say about
that? We do not hear too much from -the
Government side now because members there
know, as members of the Opposition know.
that it could have been their son or daughter
who was bashed. The sm iles are starti ng to fade
from the faces of the Minister for Transport

3196



[Tuesday. 30 June 1987] 39

and the Minister for Police and Emergency Ser-
vices, who the public hold as partly responsible
for the increase in violence on the streets of
Perth,

Mr Tray interjected.
Mr CASH: I am surprised the Minister for

Transport should make such an interjection. I
do flat know how many members of his family
there are. I have four children-three young
girls and one son. The oldest girl is 16, and
recently she asked me if she could attend a
party at one of the nightclubs in Perth to join
some of her friends. I regret that I had to say
she could not go to that party because
unfortunately the streets of Perth are no longer
safe. I had to say that to a young 16-year-old
girl. The Minister for Transport has not told
me how many members he has in his family. I
would assume he would say the same if he has
teenage daughters or Sons-that regrettably
they can no longer walk the streets of Perth in
safety because of the failure of his Government
to deal with the law and order issue which be-
sets us all.

I come back to Darren Maxfield who at this
ver moment is lying in the intensive care unit
at Royal Perth Hospital connected to a life sup-
port system to assist him in his fight for life.
What do Government members say about that
incident? 1 hear some undertone interjection
from the member for Subiaco.

Dr Lawrence: Do not exploit his suffering.
Mr CASH: I hope the member was reflecting

on the trauma both that young man and his
family are going through. No-one knows, least
of all the member for Subiaco. the pain, suffer-
ing, and anguish that his mother and father and
brother are presently going through. If the
member for Subiaco says she understands the
pain and anguish of that family why does she
not stand and condemn the Government for its
failure to deal with violence on the streets of
Perth and its suburbs, and in the country towns
of Western Australia?

She knows as I know that her fellow mem-
bers in Government have failed dismally. No
longer can one walk the streets of Perth and feel
safe. Things have changed dramatically over
the past four years while this Government has
been in office. The reason they have changed is
that this Government does not see law and
order as a high priority.

Darren Maxfield is lying in the intensive care
unit at Royal Perth Hospital fighting for his
life, and I hope that in a week's time, when he
fades out of the news bulletins, he does not

become just another Government statistic.
That is the way this Government feels about
people who have been injured as a result of the
violence on our streets. Something appears in
the newspaper one day about a person being
attacked and a week later nothing is heard from
the Government: that injured person has been
reduced to a statistic to be regurgitated from
time to time by the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services and the Minister for
Transport. I am talking about real people, and
members opposite can go to our hospitals and
see those people. They have been beaten up by
the very people this Governmecnt supports
through its failure to ensure sufficient police
manpower to patrol our streets.

There is no question that had there been
more police officers patrolling the streets of
Perth, Darren Maxfield would probably not
have been smashed beyond recognition last
Saturday night. The responsibility for the viol-
ence in Perth lies fairly and squarely with this
Government.

Government members who have families
must know of the problems that beset young
people as they try to go about their daily busi-
ness,

Mr MacKinnon: They are not prepared to
give this matter the priority it deservcs.

Mr CASH: No. The Government has failed
dismally on matters relating to law and order.

Mr Peter Dowding: You are a disgrace.
Mr CASH: It is interesting that the Minister

for Labour, Productivity and Employment is
attempting to belittle such an important dis-
cussion. I believe he does not have any teenage
children at the moment, but when he does and
we ask him whether he will allow them to at-
tend one of the clubs in Perth, what will he say?
Will he forget about the people who have been
beaten beyond recognition in the streets of
Perth? Will he write those people off as stat-
istics?

Mrs Beggs interjected.
Mr CASH: I expected a lot more from the

Minister for Racing and Gaming, who is now
chirping into this debate, because she rep-
resents many families with teenage children
and many parents who are frightened to allow
those children on the streets at night. That is
something she and her Government cannot be
proud of.

It is a fundamental responsibility of Govern-
ment to protect its citizens and allow them to
go about their lawful business.
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M rs Beggs: You a re an absol ute d isgrace.
Mr CASH: There is no way that those people

can do that today. This Government has failed.
Who will be next? What sort of violence will
occur on the streets of Perth tonight? Who will
be beaten up ton ight and finish up in hospital
because there are not sufficient police officers
on the streets? This Government is not pre-
pared to give law and order the high priority it
deserves.

I believe the Government has failed because
it is out of touch with reality. It is about time
that Government members put pressure on the
Ministers to recognise the realities beyond this
place. The young men and women of Perth
deserve a safer environment in which to grow
up and to live meaningful lives.

I hope Darren Maxfield is able to cope with
the permanent injuries he suffered the other
night. I also hope that the incident is a lesson to
this Government and that it recognises that
there is a need for it to respond in a meaningful
way to the violence presently occurring on the
streets of Perth.

MR TROY (Mundaring-Minister for
Transport) 111.25 amJ: From the outset. I make
it very clear that this Government is concerned
about the present violence being committed
against members of the taxi industry. It has
taken action which I will outline to Opposition
members in a moment. However. I believe it is
tragic that members of the Opposition should
almost gloat over an incident such as occurred
last Sunday night and attempt to gain from it
politically.

The Government has moved to stop this vi-
olence against members of the taxi industry
and to give them genuine support. One prob-
lem being faced by the Government is that, in
1964, the then Liberal Government removed
the Taxi Control Act from the control of the
police. However, it has now become politically
convenient for the Opposition to have an
about-face. The Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition, in moving this mofton. refuses to face
the fact that it is because of that action in 1964
that we are now seeing these problems arise
and be heightened through political opportun-
isin.

In January of this year. the Government
,amended the taxi control regulations to make
the non-payment of fares an offence. That was
a very important step forward because there is
clear evidence that this has been a significant
move since January to pursue offenders. The
Taxi Control Board has been able to take ac-

tion without the assistance of the police, and it
has been extremely successful. Full-time in-
spectors have been employed by the Taxi Con-
trol Board to enforce that regulation and, as of
two weeks ago, 112 cases had been reported to
the board. 44 of which have been dealt with.

When the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
introduced his Bill, he suggested that the taxi
industry only wanted to recover the lost fares.
In 44 of the cases I previously mentioned, the
fares have been recovered,

The first case was dealt with by the court on
21 May this year. The magistrate imposed a
fine of $138 for a $20 offence, and look into
account the time taken by the driver to gain the
evidence. The magistrate recognised that as a
very important point. There are now 16 cases
pending before the courts. The first of those
will be heard on 28 July and the second on 12
August. The 14 others will be heard on dates to
be determined. That indicates that the Govern-
ment has not waited to take the sort of action
suggested by the Opposition.

I am not happy, though, with the $40 penalty
to be imposed for a first offence-, it is far too
low. Amendments will be introduced into the
Parliament during the next session allowing for
a substantial increase in first and subsequent
offences committed under the Act. Surely these
initiatives indicate to the Opposition the ac-
tions the Government is prepared to take in
combating these type of offenees.

The Government has consulted frequently
with the industry over the last few weeks on
this matter. In fact, my predecessor and I have
continually consulted with the industry over
the full term of occupancy of the transport
portfolio. The industry recognises; that. The
dialogue it has had with our Government since
1983 far outstrips anything that occurred be-
fore. It also admits that Ministers of the pre-
vious Government never took such an interest
in the welfare of its members.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition knows
there is a large taxi work force out there. It is
quite easy to find a few who complain in all
circumstances. but I believe some of them have
complained quite legitimately because I too
would be concerned if I were under the threat
of violence. I have said that to members of the
industry in recent discussions, and they accept
that the Government has sympathy for their
circumstances and the difficult environment in
which they work.
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Let us go beyond that. A validly elected body
has been set up and the Government has
ensured that taxi industry representatives are
the dominant group in the decision-making
process. It is fully representative and is much
better than it was before- we took office. The
majority of members an that body are rep-
resentatives of the different arms of the indus-
try. and they are Very grateful that we made the
changes so that they dominate the membership.

All the recent negotiations held have
involved the Taxi Control Board in a total way.
The members of this group are very experi-
enced people. many of whom have been late
night drivers in the past. and they in turn have
held discussions with other industry groups.
The recently-formed night drivers' association
now has membership on WATOA. and also the
Taxi Industry Federation has participated. All
those people have been fully involved both in
the negotiations which have taken place and in
the solutions arrived at. I will refer to a couple
of those solutions.

As a result of the meeting between industry
members and the Taxi Control Board a couple
of weeks ago. three essential thrusts were made.
The first related to the fitting of attachments
which were technical improvements to the cars.
The attachments were directed towards im-
proving the communication and alarm systems
via the radio network to expedite any support
that may be called for at a time of stress or
when the driver was being threatened by one of
the unfortunate people perpetrating these acts.
In addition. a range of operational procedures
was looked at very closely with regard to coop-
eration between the different radio companies
in their communication links so that any action
necessary could be taken to make the drivers'
situation safer. I fully support that initiative.

The second initiative was the provision of
screens between the driver's compartment and
the passengers' compartment. The industry has
some reservations about the effectiveness of
this measure. Certainly, it provides a protective
barrier in terms of assault, but it has other
impacts about which the industry has reser-
vations, based on experience in other cities, not
only in Australia but also in other parts of the
world. The Government has made it clear that
if a person wishes to install such a screen he has
the support of the taxi industry, through the
Taxi Control Board, and the Government.

The third element resulting from that meet-
ing two weeks ago will take some time to flow
across the industry. I refer to the training

courses and the equipping of late night drivers
with some of the tactical measures to deal with
incidents such as that which occurred last
Sunday night. These courses will include infor-
mation and understanding about the back-
ground of such incidents and how many of
them can be avoided. Of course, there is also
the taxi training school, which is highly
regarded by the industry, and which will be
effective in this area. It is prepared to amend
the course curricula to cover instruction follow-
ing input not only from those in the industry
but also from the police, who can make an
extremely valid input, and criminologists who
can help in the handling of these problems in a
psychological way.

I also point out that prior to the meeting to
which I have referred, the Taxi Control Board
and the police had already held meetings to
discuss this problem and my colleague, the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services,
can outline quite effectively what the police
have offered in this regard. It demonstrates a
level of cooperation of all arms of Government
and industry with a concern about this prob-
lem.

It was alleged that I had not talked to the
industry. I have put on record very clearly that
the industry recognises that both Ministers dur-
ing the term of the Burke Labor Government
have had the strongest contact with the indus-
try and will continue to do so. For example,
immediately after the late night drivers' associ-
ation was formed. I met its members in my
office. Subsequently I spoke to them on the
steps of Parliament House and they were happy
about the Government's attitude. They wanted
an opportunity to present their views because
they felt the urgency of their problem had not
been appreciated. They had the opportunity to
express that view and they willingly agreed to a
meeting I set up for them to put their views
directly to the Taxi Control Board, That meet-
ing was pursued and arising from that meeting
the president wrote-

Four of us are just meeting with a list of
ideas that the drivens themselves would
like to see implemented by the TCB and in
fact the outcome of the meeting was, I
would say, quite satisfactory.

There is no doubt that subsequent events have
shown that the industry is united in facing its
problems. It is making those representations in
an effective way and is achieving support from

3199



3200 [ASSEMBLY]

this Government for the initiatives it is
recommending. Thai needs to be understood
very clearly.

Another point should be made. The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition has certainly spoken
to one or two people in the taxi industry and he
has picked up the element of evidence he
wanted to carry on with his divergence from
the truth. However, he has not spoken to the
industry at large and that point comes back to
me very strongly from the industry. For
example. within minutes of his taking pant in a
radio programme, talking about safety devices
for the industry, leading authorities in the in-
dustry rang my office complaining that the in-
formation he was revealing would have a detri-
mental effect in terms of the success of those
initiatives. In other words, their success
depended to some extent on their being
concealed. The Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition uses every opportunity for political con-
venience. there is no question about that.

Mr Cash: What about giving the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services a chance to
make a fool of himself'?

M rTROY: The member for Mt Lawley does
not like what I am saying. He does not like to
hear the truth. If he climbed out of the gutter.
he would hear the truth more often.

Mr Cash: You would not recognise the truth
if you fell over it.

Mr TROY: I know that the member for Mt
Lawley would not.

I value very highly the opportunity to con-
tinue the dialogue with all people in the taxi
industry. I give an assurance that for as long as
I am Minister for Transport that dialogue will
be pursued.

Mr Laurance: It has never been worse.

Mr TROY: The member for Gascoyne knows
that is not true. He should ask the people
involved. Is the member saying that we ignore
the people who were elected in the last two
weeks to the Taxi Control Board?

Mr Laurance: There is more violence than
ever before.

Mr TROY: The member knows that the in-
dustry is addressing this problem. Apart from
the three areas I have outlined, a subsequent
meeting was held with my ministerial col-
leagues following Sunday night's incident. We
felt it was appropriate to bring the parties
involved together to see whether the initiatives

agreed upon could be expedited and also to
canvass further whether new initiatives could
possibly be taken.

I advise the House that at this moment a
meeting is taking place at Nedlands. chaired by
the Chairman of the Taxi Control Board. be-
tween the Department of Transport, the Police
Department, the taxi industry training school,
the Western Australian Taxi Operators Associ-
ation. the Taxi Industry Federation and the
radio taxi operative companies. to address this
problem further. This Government is not going
to sit back idly: it will exhaust every avenue in
order to give support to the taxi industry. How-
ever, we believe the initiative that the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services and I agreed
upon yesterday will bear further fruit in solving
this problem, and we are hopeful that further
initiatives will come forward that have not
already been canvassed. In contrast to the
Government's attitude, the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition and his colleagues have
indulged in cheap opportunism throughout this
entire matter.

Mr Court: You have done nothing; he has
done something.

Mr TROY: The Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition has taken an interest only when political
mileage could be maximised. Members can go
back and recall the timing of every initiative he
has taken.

Mr MacKinnon: When did he take the first
one?

Mr TROY: He brought a private member's
Bill into this Chamber some considerable time
ago. On the last day of private members' busi-
ness. in his position of handling the Oppo-
sition's business on that side of the House. he
chose to allow five Bills on that private mem-
bers' day. There were four Bills from his side.
and they concerned the Petroleum Retailers
Rights and Liabilities Act, superannuation,
wildlife conservation, and Fisheries. I ask mem-
bers to analyse the Opposition's approach to
private members' day. and whether they be-
lieve the Opposition was genuine in its ap-
proach to this private member's Bill. Oppo-
sition members avoided the opportunity to de-
bate this Bill, yet it grandstands here today.

Mr Court: Why did you not do something?
Do what the Minister for Water Resources
does: If we introduce a Bill, he introduces his
own. You could at least do that.

Mr TROY: The reality is that we have taken
appropriate action. We are concerned about
the level of violence.
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Mr MacKinnon: Taxi drivers are still being
stabbed out there.

Mr TROY: The reality is that we have taken
appropriate action. We are concerned about
the level of violence. We will come back in two
or three months and find that the actions of the
Taxi Control Board in moving against those
offences has been very successful.

Mr MacKinnon: Give us the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services: let him talk.

Mr TROY: The Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition uses cheap opportunism. That is his hall-
mark. The Opposition did not accord its own
private member's Bill the priority it now claims
it should have had. It made no effort to bring
the Bill on for debate. In fact, it has done very
little. I have no doubt that most people in the
taxi industry are fully aware of the gimmicks
members opposite get up to.

This Government has addressed a very diffi-
cult problem in an effective way, and will con-
tinue to do so. We are completely in step with
the industry, and we are not offering any sol-
utions that will involve our going out on our
own and ignoring the very valid advice that can
come from people involved in the industry. We
are not up to cheap tricks. It is very sad that
such a serious matter is treated so cynically by
the Opposition by way of this motion. The
Government has taken the appropriate action
and will bring forward the necessary ad-
justments that are required. It is clear that this
Government totally opposes this motion.

MR CORDON HILL (Helena-Minister for
Police and Emergency Services) [11.45 am]: I
am staggered that some 10 or I I days pri or to
the Federal election, and on the last day that we
have the opportunity to address issues before
that election takes place, the Opposition should
bring a motion of this sort before the Parlia-
ment. The Opposition has raised a State mat-
ter. not a Federal matter-

Mr MacKinnon: This is the State Parlia-
ment.

Mr Court: People are being knifed. That is
reasonably significant.

Mr Cash: Do you remember my telling you
that you were out of touch with reality? You
have just proved it. You should sit down and
stop embarrassing your own members.

Mr GORDON HILL: Members opposite
cannot regard the chances of success of the
Federal Opposition as being particularly high
at the forthcoming Federal election. If they
sniffed victory, surely they would be canvassing
1101)

issues that are of greater concern to the Federal
Opposition and to the community at large. I
am surprised the Opposition chose to embark
upon an emotional argument in the way it has.
I think it is particularly sad that members op-
posite resort to the approach they have taken
today of-as one of my colleagues said by way
of interjection-exploiting the suffering of
others. I suppose it is a sign of the Opposition
being desperate to grasp any issue that it thinks
may be of some political advantage to it, and to
try to score some points from that.

I acknowledge that it is the role of the Oppo-
sition to point out what it believes are
deficiencies in Government policy, and I sup-
pose that was the case when my party was in
Opposition: but I do not believe that it is the
role of the Opposition to knock simply for the
sake of knocking. The Opposition ought to ac-
knowledge the positive steps that the Govern-
ment has taken. The Premier, when he was
Leader of the Opposition, indicated by his ac-
tions and the actions of the then shadow Cabi-
net that an approach by the Opposition of
recognising the good points that a Government
is bringing forward and the positive steps that a
Government is taking does in fact win con-
siderable Brownie points within the com-
munity. I am happy to draw that to the atten-
tion of the Opposition if it has not yet realised
that approach is an obvious vote-winner for it.
This is a campaign technique to which it may
wish to give some consideration. However. I do
not expect that the Opposition will suddenly
change its course, because I know that the
present Opposition members tend to resort to
emotive arguments and personal abuse.

Mr Cash: Tell us what you are going to do
about violence and crime: be positive.

Mr GORDON H ILL: Members of the Oppo-
sition might resort to that level of debate. but I
do not intend to get into the gutter with them.
and neither does any other member of the
Government. I intend to indulge in a level of
debate where more important matters are dis-
cussed. I wonder whether members opposite
seriously suggest that consideration of the Bill
that is on the Notice Paper-and which has
remained on the Notice Paper for some con-
siderable time, despite many occasions on
which the Opposition has had the opportunity
to debate the Bill its own private member's
Bill-will resolve the concerns of taxi drivers
and will diminish the threat of violence against
taxi drivers and in the community generally.
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Members of the Opposition and in particular
thc Deputy Leader or' the Opposition wandered
all over the place in the debate today.

I believe the passing reference that the Depu-
ty Leader of the Opposition made to his Bill is
indicative of the priority that he and Oppo-
sition members place on the Bill. The Oppo-
sition has had the oppontunity time and again
to debate the Bill. The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition said that the Government was
more anxious to debate a Bill on
decriminalisation of homosexuality-

Mr MacKinnon: Of course it was. You
wanted to legalise it. We spent a week talking
about the Bill.

Mr GORDON HILL: That is yet another
twist of the truth by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition.

He knows very well there was no debate in
this Chamber on private member's day on any
consideration of the decriminalisation of
homosexuality and the only reason that Bill
was not discussed on the last day of' private
member's business was because the Opposition
itself did not afford it a particularly high pri-
ority. The Opposition has the responsibility, on
private member's day, to order priorities as it
sees fit. [I chose not to give that Bill a high
priority, as my colleague, the Minister for
Transport, said.

Several members interjected.
Mr GORDON HILL: I do not have very

much time left. I wonder if the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition might close his sleazebog
mouth and give me the opportunity to make a
few comments. The Opposition does not be-
lieve it is sufficiently important, just before a
Federal election, to discuss issues with respect
to the attitude towards the so-called Howard
tax proposals. If the Opposition was to do its
homework. it would have to acknowledge that
the proposals put forward by John Howard
meant significant cutbacks to all States.

Mr Laurance: What does that have to do
with it?

Mr GORDON HILL: I will tell the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. The Opposition re-
ferred to the need for additional police man-
power- We all acknowledge that. There is no
acknowledgement on the part of the Oppo-
sition about the other areas the Government
has addressed and not just in terms of police
manpower. It is simplistic to say that providing
additional police officers will resolve the prob-
lems in the community. There are many other

measures. which I have consistently indicated
to police officers and at their union conference,
which will make theirjob more effective.

The cutbacks proposed would reduce the
manpower in this State by 700 police officers. I
do not hear any noise from the Opposition. All
I hear from the Opposition is a cheap stunt to
try to raise an issue in an emotive way to score
a cheap political point. The Opposition might
like to look at the way in which we, when in
Opposition, raised issues to recognise positive
Government action.

MR TRENORDEN (Avon) [1.54 am]: The
National Party supports the Opposition. I have
listened with interest to some of the arguments
put forward by the Minister for Transport and
I have noted that the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services did not contribute at all.
At least the Minister for Transport tried to put
forward his point of view.

The debate reminds me of a wild west show
where a wagon rolls up and a man starts selling
snake oil. The question of violence has not
been addressed whatsoever. Armoured taxi
ears will not solve the issue nor will the indus-
try talking to the Minister about violence. This
community has a severe problem with violence.
People have a right to go about their lawful
business without being bashed or violated.
That is what this debate is about.

I can appreciate the Minister for Transport's
talking about the way taxi drivers can protect
themselves, but that is snake oil. The problem
lies with violence in the community. Until that
aspect is addressed we are arguing about
nothing. The Minister for Police and Emerg-
enicy Services' contribution must have been the
worst piece of oratory I have heard since I have
been in this House.

The community is very concerned about law
and order. It is not an issue about which all
parties should be throwing punches at each
other. It is the No I issue in our community.
and it needs to be addressed. It will not be
addressed by snake oil. We have to bite the
bullet and be harder on people who step
outside the limit. Without law and order and
community control, people cannot go about
their rightful business, whether it be a taxi
driver or student walking home from school.
People have the right to walk the streets
whether it is one o'clock in the afternoon or
midnight. Other States have attempted to ad-
dress the problem without success.
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The violence will continue until this Govern-
menit decides it will do something about law
and order. We cannot have rapists getting out
of gaol after a couple of years and murderers
after eight years. That is unacceptable.

Question put and
following result-

Mr Blaikie
Mr Bradshaw
M r Cash
Mr Court
MrGraydcn
Mr Hassell
Mr House
Mr Laurance
Mr Lewis

Dr Alexander
Mrs Begg
Mr Bertram
Mr Bridge
Mr Bryce
Mr Burkett
Mr Carr
Mr Donovan
Mr Peter Dowding
Mr Evans
Dr Gallop
Mr Gordon Hill

Ayes
Mr Clarko
Mr Tubby
Mr Crane
Mr Mensaros
Mr Lightfoot
Mr Cowan
Mr Spriggs

a division taken with the

Ayes 18
Mr MacKinnon
Mr Rushton
Mr Schell
Mr Stephens
Mr Thompson
Mr Trenorden
Mr Wait
Mr Wiese
Mr Williams

Noes 23
Mr Hodge
Dr Lawrence
Mr Marlborough
Mr Read
Mr D. L. Smith
Mr P. J. Smith
Mr Troy
Mrs Watkins
Dr Watson
Mr Wilson
Mrs Buchanan

Pairs
Noes

MrTom Jones
M r Thomas
Mr Parker
Mr Pearce
Mr Taylor
Mr Grill
Mr Brian Burke

Question thus negatived.

ACTS AMENDMENT (TAXI-CARS) DILL
As to Second Reading

M R LAURANCE (Gascoyne-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [12.01 pm]: I
move-

That Order of the Day No 25 be now
taken.

For quite some time now we have been seeking
an opportunity to have this item debated, and
it is up to the Government to bring this matter
forward.

Government members interjected.
Mr LAURANCE: This Parliament is for

members of Parliament: it is not the Govern-
ment's Chamber. The Leader of the House is
not here and since the House commenced it has
been impossible to meet with him in order to
arrange the programme he wants to deal with.

We have been challenged by the Government
to debate this Bill, and we want to bring it
forward for debate now. We are happy to have
it debated. We give an undertaking that we will
not prevent the Government from moving
immediately to debate this matter and see it
through all stages on this day. That is how
dinkum we are about wanting this matter
brought on for debate now. We believe the Dill
is a simple way of effectively dealing with the
problem. Despite all the waffle we heard this
morning from the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services and the Minister for
Transport. they have not been able to change
our minds. We still want to bring it forward
quickly and have it debatcd today. It could be
through the Parliament before we rise for the
luncheon suspension.

At no stage has the Minister for Transport
given an indication to the Opposition just what
is his reaction to the Bill. Recently on the steps
of Parliament House. in front of an angry mob
of taxi-drivers, he said the Bill had some merit.
That has been his only reaction: he has given
no reaction in the Parliament. where the Bill
has been listed for debate for some time. If he
believes the Bill has some merit, let us debate it
here today. We can go on and on talking about
whether it has been listed for debate, but it has
been on the Notice Paper for some time and
the Minister has had the opportunity to bring it
to a conclusion. The Opposition has had it
l isted for debate.

The last time we had a private members' day,
the Leader of the House said. -No, I have to
override you. I have to insist that a Govern-
ment backbencher have the opportunity to
move a motion." So on the very last occasion
that the Opposition had an opportunity to de-
bate matters that it considered important. the
Government used its brutal weight of numbers
and overrode it and used most of that last pri-
vate members' day for Government members'
business. We were told that was the way it
would be. The Leader of the House said.
-When the debate has concluded we will deal
with your Bill." I accepted his word when obvi-
ously I should not have. because he did not go
back to that matter.

in any event, we sat for an additional week
after that and, as Government members know.
it is quite usual at the end of a session and not
necessarily on a private members' day to deal.
by negotiation, with a number of matters con-
sidered important by the Opposition. Many
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members opposite will know that this oppor-
tunity was afforded them on many occasions in
the past.

I wrote to the Leader of the House and said
that I would like this item to be arranged for
debate in the last week of the session. He
indicated that he would try to meet that com-
mitment. In the event, we sat long hours and it
was not possible to debate the Bill.

I know that the Government hoped that this
matter would just go away: that when the
session was completed it would be able to say
to itself. "At least we have some breathing
space until 8 September" Unfortunately for
the Government. events have taken the matter
out of the Government's hands, because the
violence continues.

Despite all the piffle the Minister for
Transport went on with this morni ng, more
and more people are being attacked. Neither
the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
nor the Minister for Transport could tell us
why, if their actions had been so effective, the
violence goes on. If they had so brilliantly car-
ried out their responsibilities, we would not
have the problem we do now. Steven Ross
would not be lying with stab wounds in Royal
Perth Hospital. Darren Maxfield would not be
Fighting for his life with horrendous brain dam-
age. These things have happened in just the last
few hours. This violence is going on continually
in our community and it is getting worse. And
the Government has no effective answer to the
problem.

We are offering the Government an answer.
We accept the Minister for Transport's chal-
lenge to debate this Bill today. I moved the
second reading of the Bill and now it is up to
him to debate it. All he need do is say that he
accepts it. We give him a commitment that we
will deal with the Bill expeditiously I have
used this opportunity to call on this item as our
next item of business and I have done so on
behalf of the taxi industry, whose members out
there are frightened of being stabbed or
wounded. I am seeking to have the Parliament
deal with the matter today. and it is appropri-
ate that it be dealt with today. It should not be
put off until September.

How many taxi-drivers will be lying in hospi-
tal by 8 September? One of them is in hospital
now with stab wounds. It could be that he
would be the last to be in that situation were we
to pass this Bill today, because this Bill will
provide a very powerful deterrent to people
thinking of not paying their fares. If these

people know that the taxi-drivers could call for
the police rather than having to chase them and
get stabbed, they would think twice.

We offer that opportunity to the Govern-
ment now. This Bill can be debated before the
suspension of the House for lunch. The Minis-
ter for Transport issued a challenge to us by
saying that we were not genuine about th is mat-
ter. We have demonstrated that we are more
than genuine. We are attempting to give the
Government the opportunity to debate the Bill
today.

The Bill is a simple one. It was introduced
during the last session but lapsed because it was
not debated. It has now been reintroduced and
we want it dealt with. I am demonstrating how
genuine I am about this matter. I am
attempting to give the Government the oppor-
tunity to respond. It used the last private mem-
bers' day to debate one of its motions. How-
ever, we should forget that because the time is
now right for us to debate it.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member is now
canvassing matters that were thoroughly
canvassed earlier.

Mr LAURANCE: Exactly, but the violence is
occurring now. A man was stabbed and is now
lying in Royal Perth Hospital. and the Govern-
ment refuses to deal with this Bill! We could
solve the problem today. All that is required is
for the Government to support this motion.

The Minister told the taxi drivers on the
steps of Parliament House that he found some
merit in this Bill. Let us put aside all of the
nonsense spoken by the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services who said the Bill was an
ill-conceived political stunt. When I asked him
whether he would tell the man lying in Royal
Perth Hospital that this Bill was an ill-
conceived political stunt, he hung his head in
shame.

The SPEAKER: Order! If I could be sure that
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition was the
last speaker on this issue, I would not say what
l am about to say. However, l am not. I willI not
permit the member to continue to canvass mat-
ters that have been debated at length over the
last hour. The member should introduce new
material to support his motion.

M.- LAURANCE: I do not intend to canvass
this matter any further. The Minister for
Transport issued a challenge to us earlier today.
We are genuine about this matter and are
attempting to deal with the Bill immediately.
We accept his challenge and acknowledge that
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he told the taxi drivers that he inds some merit
in the proposal. We want now to give him the
opportunity to debate it.

I ask the Government to support the motion.

MR CARR (Ceraldion-Minister for Local
Government) ( 12.1I5 pmj: The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition used the word -oppor-tunity-'
twice in every sentence that he spoke in this
debate, and that is what this motion is about. It
is an opportunistic exercise for him to gain a
little cheap publicity. He is taking this oppor-
tunity to attempt to take over the conduct of
the business of this House.

It has long been the practice of this place for
the Government to decide how the business of
the House is conducted. I remember how the
Premier of the day. Sir Charles Court.
performed when the former Opposition of
which I was a member attempted to take the
conduct of the business of the House out of the
hands of his Government.

It is a long-entrenched practice of this place
for the business of the House to be conducted
by the Government. The Opposition has had
plenty of time to debate this matter. It has been
on the Notice Paper for several weeks, and
there have been several private members' days
on which the matter could have been debated.
The Opposition chose not to debate it. It is now
attempting. on the last day of this session. to
gain political mileage from this matter. We all
know that the business of the House is dealt
with by consultation and agreement between
both sides. There has been absolutely no con-
sultation or agreement on this matter.

The Government strongly rejects the motion.

House io Divide

Mrs BUCHANAN: I move-

That the House do now divide.

Question put and
following result-

Dr Alexander
Mrs Beggs
Mr Bertram
Mr Bridge
Mr Bryce
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Burkett
Mr Carr
Mr Donovan
Mr Peter Dowding
Mr Evans
Dr Gallop
Mr Gordon Hill

a division taken witl

Ayes 25
Mr Hodge
Dr Lawrence
Mr Marlborough
Mr Read
Mr D. L. Smith
Mr P. J. Smith
"Mr Taylor
M r Troy
Mrs Watkins
Dr Watson
Mr Wilson
Mrs Buchanan

In the

Mr Blaikie
Mr Bradshaw
Mr Cash
Mr Court
MrGraydcn
Mr Hassell
Mr House
Mr Laurance
M r Lewis
Mr MacKinnon

Ayes
Mr Tom Jones
Mr Thomas
Mr Parker
Mr Pearce
Mrs Hienderson
Mr Grill

Noes 19
Mr Rushton
Mr Schell
M r Spriggs
Mr Stephens
Mr Thompson
Mr Treriorden
Mr Wat
Mr Wiese
Mr Williams

Pairs
Noes

Mr Clarko
Mr Tubby
Mr Crane
Mr Mensaros
Mr Lightfoot
Mr Cowan

Question thus passed.

Motion Resumed
Question put and

following result-

Mr Blaikie
Mr Bradshaw
Mr Cash
MrCourt
Mr~rayden
Mr Hassell
Mr House
Mr Laurance
Mr Lewis
Mr MacKinnon

Dr Alexander
Mrs Beggs
Mr Bertrmm
Mr Bridge
Mr Bryce
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Burkett
Mr Carr
Mr Donovan
Mr Peter Dowding
Mr Evans
Dr Gallop
Mr Gordon Hill

Ayes
Mr Clarko
Mr Tubby
M r Crane
Mr Mensaros
Mr Lightfoot
Mr Cowan

a division taken with the

Ayes 19
Mr Rushton
Mr Schell
Mr Spriggs
Mr Stephens
MrThonipson
Mr Trenorden
Mr Wat
Mr Wiese
Mr Williams

Noes 25
Mr Hodge
Dr Lawrence
Mr Marlborough
Mr Read
Mr D. L. Smith
Mr P. J. Smith
Mr Taylor
Mr Troy
Mrs Watkins
Dr Watson
Mr Wilson
Mrs Buchanan

Pairs
Noes

Mr Tom Jones
Mr Thomas
Mr Parker
Mr Pearce
Mrs Henderson
Mr Grill

Question thus negatived.

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH. SAFETY AND
WELFARE AMENDMENT DILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council with amend-

(11i11er) ments.

(71,41,0

(Teller)

(n.11"r)
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Councils Anwendinwnls: In Coinrnicee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr Burkett)
in the Chair, Mr Peter Dowding (Minister for
Labour. Productivity and Employment) in
charge of the Bill.

The amendments made by the Council were
as follows-

No 1.
ClauseS5. page 4, after line 2 1-To insert

the following definition-
..welfare- means welfare which is

directly related to she employee's
health and safety in the workplace.

No 2.
Clause 13, page 13. line I -To delete the

line.
No 3.

Page 1 3. lines 3 10 15-To delete the
lines and substitute the following-

section 24 are unsuccessful, and
where there is a risk of imminent and
serious injury to, or imminent and
serious harm to the health of any per-
son, the employer or a health and
safety representative may notify an in-
spector thereof.

No 4.
Page 13. line 16-To delete (2) and

substitute the following-
(1)

No i.
Page 13. lines 16 and 1 7-To delete the

words-
that a direction that work cease has

been given.
No 6.

Page 1 3. line 23-To delete the line.

No 7.
Page 13. lines 26 and 27-To delete
notwithstanding that a direction to cease

work has not been given under that sec-
tion.

No 8.
Page 14, lines 9 to 14-To delete the

lines and substitute the following.-
27. An employee who refuses to

work as mentioned in section 26(l)
may be given reasonable alternative
work to do until he resumes his usual
work.

No 9.
Page 14, lines 16 to 21 -To delete the

lines and substitute the following-
28. (1) An employee who refuses to

work as mentioned in section 26(l) is
entitled to the same pay and other
benefits, if any, to which he would be
entitled if he had continued to do his
usual work.

No 10.
Page 1 5. lines 9 to 25-To delete the

lines and substitute the following-
30. (1) Where ant employer is given

notice under section 29 requiring the
election of a health and safety rep-
resentative, he shall, within 21 days of
being given the notice-
(a) inform any trade union which

has, or any trade unions which
have, members amongst the em-
ployees who work at the
workplace of that notice:

(b) invite the employees to appoint a
delegate or delegates from
amongst their number to rep-
resent them: and

(c) consult with the delegate or del-
egates appointed under paragraph
(b) as to the matters requiring to
be determined under this section.

No 11.
Page 17. line IlI-To insert after

"election" the following-
and, where any of the parties

consulting under section 30 to deter-
mine matters in relation to that elec-
tion so requires, the election shall be
by secret ballot

No 12.
Page 19. line 29-To insert after the

word "workplace" the following-
at which there are in excess of 10

employees
No 13.

Page 22. line 32-To insert after the
word "workplace' the following-

at which there are in excess of 10
employees.

No 14.
Page 34. line 8-To delete the words

"from a panel of experts appointed by the
Minister".

No 1 5.
Page 35. line 3-To delete section 53(d).
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No 16.
Page 37. line 5-To insert after the line

the following new subsection-
(4A) The Minister shall cause a copy

of every code of' practice, and any
document incorporated in it by refer-
ence. and any revision or revocation
of a code of practice to be laid before

- each House of Parliament within 14
sitting days of such House.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I thought it would
be appropriate if I outlined to the Chamber
that the Government will, for reasons I will
express in due course, accept the amendments
other than amendment No 10. 1 move-

That amendments Nos I to 9 made by
the Council be agreed to.

It is with a great deal of reluctance that the
Government accepts these amendments. It be-
lieves that some of the amendments are un-
necessary and it certainly does not regard them
as patching up any drafting errors or errors in
policy. However, the Government will accept
them.

The Council's amendment to proposed new
section 25 is of great concern to the Govern-
ment. The Government has already expressed.
in debate, how fundamental it regards the right
of a safety representative to direct a stop work
in the face of imminenit danger. It is most re-
grettable that the conservative parties used
their numbers in the upper House.

I remind the public that the conservative
pantics have now conceded that the structure of
the upper House is not democratic and is inap-
propriate: nevertheless, they have used their
numbers in that place to defeat an important
clause in this legislation.

The most regrettable aspect of the whole de-
bate on that clause has been the unwillingness
by the Opposition to accept the largely respon-
sible actions of the people in the community. It
is the inability of the Opposition to accept that
all the hard cases by which it has sought to
illustrate its reasons for the refusal of this pro-
posal have been the exception.

An Opposition member interjected.
Mr PETER DOWDING: I will not be silent

on the matter because it is an important issue
of principle. This element of the Bill is import-
ant to the effective workings of it and funda-
mental to occupational health. and safety in
the workplace. Opposition members have
indicated their opposition endlessly on this
subject.

Mr Hassell: You have not?

Mr PETER DOWDING: The Opposition
takes exception to my making it clear that the
Government does not accept this amendment
lightly, it does not accept it willingly, it has not
changed its position of policy, and it does not
regard the Bill as an ideal Bill.

I do not regard it as appropriate to reopen
the debate at length, but I make it clear to the
Opposition that it is still the Government's
strong view that these provisions should be in-
cluded in it. The Government believes that
when this Bill has been enacted and there has
been a period for people to understand the
great benefits it can bring not only to individ-
ual workers and employers in the workplace.
but also to the whole community in terms of
reduced industrial accidents, and in turn,
reduced cost to the community to reduce that
loss of productivity which is now three times
greater than the loss of productivity due to in-
dustrial disputation-

Mr Lewis: How will that change it?

Mr PETER DOWDING: We have already
been through a long debate on this issue and I
do not accept the member for East Melville's
invitation to extend it unnecessarily. I suggest
to him that he reads Hansard if he is left in any
doubt about it.

it is important to state that the Government
regards this clause as essential and highly desir-
able. and even though the Opposition panics
have used their numbers in the upper House to
prevent its passage. we do not believe we ought
to ignore the future possibility of its introduc-
tion.

Mr THOMPSON: I congratulate the Govern-
ment for accepting the amendments that have
been put into this legislation by the Legislative
Council. It is pleasing to note that the Minister
spoke in positive terms with respect to the Op-
eration of the legislation. The Minister said he
could see immense value to the community as a
result of the passing of this legislation, although
he was unhappy that section 25(l1) was deleted
from it. An indication was given after the mat-
ter had been dealt with in the Legislative Coun-
cil that there was a chance that the legislation
would not be proclaimed. That would have
been an absolutely disastrous decision, and I
am glad the Government has had the maturity
to allow this legislation to progress, and hope-
fully the legislation will soon be on the Statute
book.
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Opposition members have steadfastly said in
both Houses of Parliament during thc develop-
ment of this legislation that they support the
general thrust of the legislation. However. see-
lion 25(l1) has been a matter of contention right
from the outset, and the Government could not
have been in any doubt as to what would have
happened with that section when it went to the
Legislative Council. because the conservative
parties ink this Parliament have been very
resolute in their opposition to that power being
given into the hands of safety representatives.

I am confident that the legislation will work
effectively. It is really a very dramatic change
in terms of workplace environments and indus-
tries that the people who work in them have to
adjust 10. To give power to safety representa-
tives to stop work would have been something
that would have been detrimental to the legis-
lation. I am delighted that the Government has
decided to accept the amendments that arc
contained in that part of the message which is
covered by Nos I to 9 inclusive.

Mr COWAN: Although the motion moved
by the Minister deals with matters other than
section 25(l1) of the Bill, that is really the only
contentious part of the Bill which we are debat-
ing in these nine separate items. Section 25(l)
was the one area of the Bill where there was not
tripartite agreement between the various
bodies that discussed the formulation of this
legislation. The National Party has received.
like the Liberal Party, representation from the
Confederation of Western Australian Industry.
which has said that it wants t o see the
Occupational Health. Safety and Welfare
Amendment Bill enacted. but does not want
under any circumstances to see the inclusion of
this particular provision which provides for a
direction that work at the workplace cease. The
confederation has indicated that it has been
quite prepared to accept some of the other
areas to which the National Party was strongly
opposed, and one of those was the preferential
treatment given to the trade union movement.
and provided that proposed new section 25(l)
was removed from the legislation, the Confed-
eration of Western Australian Industry and
other employer bodies were prepared to accept
the other provisions which do give preference
to the trade union movement.

We have always acted on the proviso that
where it can be shown that industry has par-
ticular demands or wants, it is not our position
to oppose those demands. We are very pleased.
particularly from the point of view of the Con-

federation of Western Australian Industry, that
the Government has been prepared to accept
the withdrawal of proposed new section 25(l1)
from the Bill. I understand from my dis-
cussions with the Government, officers of the
Minister's department, and also with the
Trades and Labor Council, just how important
this particular provision was in the Bill itself,
so the Government has made a considerable
concession on being prepared to allow the Bill
to proceed without this particular provision.

It is beholden upon us in Opposition to rec-
ognise that a compromise has been offered by
the Government. and we in turn have to offer
some form of compromise. The employer
bodies have accepted that preference can be
given to the trade union movement in the
selection of consultative committees and the
processes of elections of health and safety com-
mittees and health and safety representatives.
and for that reason we should be prepared to
accept that. I believe that with this motion to
withdraw proposed new section 25 (I), we have
achieved the removal of the major objection of
the employer bodies. The National Party will
not stand in the way of the compromise that
has been reached between the Government and
industry, and it will allow this legislation to
become law in order to provide greater protec-
tion for the people who have a very poor record
of occupational health and safety, often
through no fault of their own.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments agreed to.

M r PETER DOWD]ING: I move-
That amendment No 10 made by the

Council be not agreed to.
This amendment sought to take away the essen-
tial elements which had been put into the ar-
rangements for the election of health and safety
representatives. It sought to take away-for
reasons that are not regarded as at all justi-
fled-the important participating role of the
union movement.

I remind members of the extensive tripartite
agreement that was reflected in this clause as it
was originally cast and passed by this Chamber.
That is a very i mportant element because it
indicates a number of things about the accept-
ance in the community amongst employers and
others of the role of the trade union movement.

I must say that when listening to the debate
in this House and reading this debate elsewhere
I round it remarkable for the lack of the recog-
nition of that fact by some of the Opposition
speakers.
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The other clement of proposed section 30 as
it was introduced in the Legislative Council
was that it provided for a mechanism to over-
come -the problem where there are diffecrent
groups within an Organisation which have dif-
ferent points of view about the election of
health and safety representatives.

Mr Court: Don't they all have the same
right? Don't all the employees have that
ability?

Mr PETER DOWDING: All the employees
have the same rights. but the unions have a
fundamental role, and that has been accepted
by the employer organisations. I think it is fair
to say that the Western Australian Chamber Of
Commerce and Industry has accepted the
clauses as they were presented to the Legislat-
ive Council. so we have a situation where the
role-of the union movement, which the mem-
ber for Nedlands always dresses up as though it
were some sort of offer or privilege to a section
of the community or some taking away of the
freedoms of another section of the com-
munity-

Mr Court: That is exactly how I see that
clause.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The member might
see it like that, but he isolates himself in terms
of the wider community.

Mr Maci~innon: I do not think he does.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The Leader of the
Opposition is a bit irrelevant to the process.
and this just heightens his irrelevance. He does
not even represent what I would expect to be
his natural constituency. The point 1 am mak-
ing is that the Opposition has isolated itself so
much from even the people who previously
regarded themselves as its natural constituents.
and the fact that they were able to reach this
agreement about proposed section 30 is indica-
live of the very considerable amount of good-
will which exists outside the Liberal Party
rooms between the union movement and the
employers.

There is another very fundamental problem
with proposed section 30 as it was returned
from the Legislative Council, and that is that it
really does not recognise that there are in a
workplace hazards which might be peculiar to a
very small group within a larger work force.
That might be missed entirely in the consulta-
tive procedures leading up to the election.

Mr MacKinnon: How?

Mr PETER DOWDING: Because they do
not have a voice in the wider group. They may
be a very small section of a very large
workplace and they may well not have a voice
in the procedure.

Mr MacKinnon: How could they not have a
voice if they all combined to elect a representa-
tive?

Mr PETER DOWDING: Because their need
for a particular safety representative to rep-
resent their very small area's interest which
might be fundamental and important might
well be overlooked in the consultative process.
That is why the involvement of the union
movement is in force.

Mr Court: You could use that argument in
reverse.

Several Opposition members interjected.

Mr PETER DOWDING: It must be the silly
season for the Opposition. I thought there was
an election on, but I must have been mistaken.

In agreeing to the other amendments on this
sheet, the Government is anxious above all
things to get this legislation up and operating as
quickly as possible. I thank the Leader of the
National Party for his indication of his
position. That is a very wise and sensible
position, and a fair one, given the tripartite
support for proposed section 30 as it would
stand if this message amendment were de-
feated.

Mr THOMPSON: The Opposition has a dif-
ferent point of view with respect to amendment
No. 10. The amendment that has been
proposed by the Legislative Council gives rec-
ognition to the existence and involvement of
the trade union movement. indeed, if members
look at the part of the message to which I have
referred, they will see where it becomes a re-
quirement fur the union, which represents any
workers who are employed in a place which is
the subject of a notice, to be advised of the fact
that there is to be an election of safety rep-
resentatives.

It is hard to understand why the Government
is not prepared to accept this amendment. I
could have understood it if it had gone all out
to oppose one or two other amendments which
it has accepted, but I really cannot understand
why it is making such an issue of this point. I
do not see it as being of major concern. Mem-
bers of a union are being treated in the same
way as other people who are involved in the
workplace.
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What difference will it make to the operation
of this legislation if this amendment is ac-
cepted? I submit that in the normal course of
events it will have no detrimental effect at all.
In fact. I see it as being one which will produce
a very desirable effect because it will cause all
people in the workplace to take an interest in
their working environment, whereas otherwise
it might be regarded by some workers as being
simply a preserve of the trade union move-
meat, even though there may be only a very
small percentage of employees in that
workplace who arc actually members of the
trade union movement.

Therefore I see no reason at all for the
Government not to accept this amendment. I
believe it will not detract from the operation of
the legislation seriously, or at all. I find it a
little strange that the Government is making
such an issue of this point.

Mr COWAN: Members will recall that the
National Party made it very clear during the
debate on this Bill that it was not in favour of
the preferential position in which unions were
placed under this legislation. However. we are
very mindful of the fact that proposed section
30 of this Bill was agreed to by representative
groups of industry. particularly the Confeder-
ation of Western Australian Industry and, I
understand, the Western Australian Chamber
of Commcee and Industry (Inc.).

I repeat that the National Party. or rather L
have received representations from various
bodies advising me that they are quite prepared
to accept the original wording of proposed sec-
tion 30. and they have requested that we retain
that particular sect ion.

If these employer bodies are not representing
their members or industry, then that falls on
their heads, not on the heads of the members of
this Parliament if they are prepared to accede
to the wishes of the employer bodies. I say
employer bodies particularly because they are
the people who originally had some objection
to this proposed seet ion. but they have advised
me that although they have objections they are
not strong enough to warrant change. Yet this
amendment does provide for quite a
substantial degree of change. I suggest to the
member for Kalamunda that there is quite a
difference between being informed and actually
having involvement in the consultative com-
mittees which establish the parameters around
which health and safety committees and health
and safety representatives are to operate.

There is quite a substantial difference, as I
have said. Many employer bodies have
indicated to me that they are prepared to ac-
cept the original concept of the Bill. The
National Party does not like it, but we would
like to see this legislation enacted. We have
enough difficulty reconciling ourselves with the
fact that the trade union movement will File an
application-or I assume it will-to have writ-
ten into the industrial award and the industrial
agreement all of those provisions which the
Government has agreed to have taken out of
this legislation. However, I understand that if
the trade union movement does not have some
involvement by way of the original wording of
proposed section 30. it would be very reluctant
to see this Bill enacted.

We have a responsibility to ensure that such
provisions do not become law. For that reason.
while we are reluctant to do so. we can see that
there is a need for the legislation to be put in
place. As we have been requested by employer
bodies to ensure that happens, it would be to
some extent irresponsible of the National Party
to take action which does not allow the Bill to
become law. Therefore, the National Party will
allow proposed section 30 to remain in its ori-
ginal form and it will not support the amend-
ments included in item 10 of the message.

Mr HASSELL: I understand the position
expressed by the Leader of the National Party.
but in my view, very clearly and unmistakably,
if the Confederation of Western Australian In-
dustry and the Western Australian Chamber of
Commerce and industry accept this provision,
as has been suggested by the Leader of the
National Party, they are failing their members.
and particularly their small business members.

It is my belief that Parliament has a higher
duty than simply to respond to the views of
outside organisations without regard to the
overall good, and it is not in the interests of
Western Australian production and industry to
have the occupational health, safety and wel-
fare legislation used as a vehicle to provide a
substantial increase in union power and domi-
nation of the workplace.

That is what this provision is all about. It
should be clearly understood that this is what
the Government is trying to do. and this is
what the Trades and Labor Council and indi-
vidual unions are trying to do through this
clause-to introduce a form of union control of
the business operations, which some people call
'indlustrial democracy". It is a pretty strange
form of democracy.
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This clause is one of the most important pro-
visions of the Bill insofar as the TLC is con-
cerned. It has nothing whatever to do with im-
proving the standard of occupational health
and safety but everything to do with increasing
the power and influence of the trade union
movement in the workplace, particularly in
non-unionised workplaces.

Let it be clearly understood what this clause
does. It says that if I have a work force of one.
five, 50. 100, or 1 000, and if in any of those
work forces there is one member of a trade
union, that union can completely take over and
control those vital initial steps in relation to
workplace occupational health and safety pro-
cedures. That is the privilege which is con-
ferred on the trade union movement in
proposed section 30(l). That is, the procedure
is to be under section 30(2) or (3). Subsection
30(2) applies when there is not any member of
a trade union in the workplace and then there
is no union because there is no union to take
over;, but if there is one union member, that
union takes over completely under 30(3).

Mr Cowan: In 30(2) and (3), if you look at
them both together, where a union is
represented in the workplace it can have one
representative on the site's consultative com-
mittee, but so too can the non-union members.

Mr H-ASSELL: I suggest the member read
clause 30(l) where it says. -invite the appoint-
ment of a delegate or delegates in accordance
with subsection (2) or (3). as the case requires".
It is "(2) or (3)". So if one has trade union
people, they can take it over. That is my read-
ing of it. The clause says. "Where an employer
is given notice under section 29 requiring the
election of a health and safety representative.
he shall, within 21 days of being given the no-
tice, invite the appointment of a delegate or
delegates in accordance with subsection (2) or
(3). as the case requires."

Mr Cowan interjected.

Mr HASSELL: Under the amendments to
that, which the Leader of the National Party is
agreeing to delete, everyone would get an in-
volvement: but they do not under the clause
which is now being sought to be reinstated with
the National Party's support because it clearly
says "in accordance with 30(2) or (3)". It does
not say (2) and (3). Clause 30(2) says. "Where
none of the employees who work at a work
place is a member of a trade union"-

Mr Cowan: You are reading the wrong one.

Mr HASSELL: Then I have been given the
wrong one. It now says, "Where any" but it still
says in (1), "(2) or (3)". Then it says in 30(2).
"Where any of the employees" is not a member
of a trade union, those employees may appoint
a delegate. Subelause (3) says. "Where any" is a
member they may. The L.eader of the National
Party says that this has the effect of overriding
30( 1) and that (2) and (3) will apply.

Mr Cowan: It has the effect of allowing both
union and non-union members.

Sitting suspended froin 1. 00 to 2.1Is pin

Speaker's Gallery: Guests
The CHAIRMAN: Before we resume on the

Bill I take this opportunity to indicate that,
under the Children's International Summer
Villages scheme, we have in the Speaker's Gal-
lery some visitors to Western Austmalia all the
way from Denmark. On behalf of the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia assembled I extend
to each and every one of you a warm and happy
stay in WA and a safe return to your homeland
at the time of your departure.

(Applause.]

Committee Resumned
Mr HASSELL: I have now been handed by

the attendants a current copy of the Bill as
amended in Committee in this place. That
amendment related to proposed section 30(2)
and it altered the wording of that subsection
slightly. However, I assure the Committee that
the impact of the amendment in no way
diminishes the point I was making about the
overall effect of this proposed section.

Clearly, if We have a workplace with 20, 30,
50, 100 or 1 000 employees, and in all those
cases two of the employees are trade union
members and belong to separate unions, each of
those unions will be able to appoint a delegate:,
that is, that delegate can come from amongst its
members.

Proposed subsection (1) is confusing in the
sense that it says "the employer may invite the
appointment of a delegate or delegates in ac-
cordance with subsection (2) or (3) as the case
requires". It might be argued that a choice has
to be made between subsections (2) and (3),
otherwise we would not have "or' but would
have "and", and we would not have "as the
case requires". A clear meaning is attributed to
the words "as the case requires", and the mean-
ing suggests that one must choose between
proposed subsections (2) and (3).
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For the sake of avoiding a purely technical
argument about the interpretation of the
proposed section. let me give it the most
favourable interpretation possible:, the sont of
interpretation the Minister wants to use
today-I do not know whether he will always
want to give it this interpretation. The Minister
is saying that where we have two out of the 20.
30. 50, 100 or I1000 employees belonging to
unions. we will have delegates from the non-
union employees and delegates from the union
employees. The fact still remains that this
proposed section gives a privileged position to
unions. It means that when employees are trade
union members, their unions take over the con-
trol of action for those employees. Further, it
provides the entree to business workplaces, es-
pecially small business workplaces where it is
likely that a ver low percentage of the em-
ployees will be union members.

The Government is holding out in oppo-
sition to the amendments made in the upper
House because this clause is not about
occupational health and safety but about the
privileged position of unions in the workplace.
especially those workplaces involving small
business and where there are a small number of
union members relative to the total work force.
This clause is fundamentally aimed at the in-
troduction of what people on the other side of
the Chamber would call "industrial democ-
racy", which in fact means the introduction of
worker control of business operations. This
legislation is intended to be the example which
will be used to justify further operations of this
kind in the future.

The Leader of the National Party has said-
and his position is understandable although I
do not agree with it-that the National Party
has decided to support this clause for two
reasons, firstly, because it has been agreed to by
the Confederation of Western Australian In-
dustry and the WA Chamber of Commerce and
Industry with the union representatives and the
Government, and the confederation and the
chamber have asked the National Party to sup-
pon it. I say again, and I mean what I say, that
if the confederation and the chamber are
asking us as a Parliament to support this
clause, they are not acting in the interests of
their members, and in particular they are not
acting in the interests of the small businesses
they purport to represent.

Secondly, the National Party is supporting
the clause because it fears that if the clause is
not accepted the Government will not go on
with the legislation. As far as I am concerned,

that is not an acceptable excuse. If the legis-
lation is not in accordance with what Parlia-
ment requires, it should not go ahead. I would
be quite prepared to see this amendment
inserted, contrary to the will of the Govern-
ment. if it can be achieved. If the Government
chooses to say it will abandon all the legislation
because we will not accept the clause, it shows
that the Government is really concerned with
trade union power and not with occupational
health and safety. That is what the clause is
about, and that is why the Minister is rejecting
the amendments put in by the upper House.

Mr COURT: I support the comments made
by the member for Cottesloc. I cannot agree
with the line taken by the National Party on
this amendment. I want to know what the
Labor Party is afraid of in regard to amend-
ment No 10. To me it is as democratic as one
can get; all the employees are involved. If some
of them belong to a trade union they will be
informed, and they can participate in the pro-
cess we are talking about. It is a very simple
way of achieving what we are seeking to
achieve in this clause.

As the me mber for Cotlesl oc h as j ust po in ted
out, if the clause is not amended it is extremely
complicated and open to some interpretation.
whereas with the amendment it is quite simple.
All the employees are involved and the trade
unions are informed, and of course they have
an involvement. I want to know why we have
to make a special position for members of a
union or a union itself.

Mr Peter Dowding: Why shouldn't you?
Mr COURT: If a union is good and is doing

its job it will get its message across. It does not
have to be given any special position, The Min-
ister likes talking about living in a democratic
society, but when we come to talking about
industrial relations matters he does not mind
throwing away human rights.

Mr Peter Dowding: Do you think that is
what this is?

Mr COURT: Why pick out a certain group
inside a workplace and make special laws af-
fecting that group? We are talking about em-
ployees electing delegates to set the ground
rules under the occupational health, safety and
welfare legislation. I want to know why the
Minister is making a big fuss about it. He could
not have anything fairer than this amendment.
If he is saying trade unions can only survive if
this special clause is inserted, they are not
doing their job. A good union will be able to
offer proper representation and get its message

3212



[Tuesday, 30 June 1987] 31

across. To say that unions are not involved
under the amendment which has come back
from the upper House is absolute nonsense. It
also implies that the unions concerned are not
capable of getting their message across.

The other point I want to refer to is the im-
plied threat that the legislation will not go
ahead if this clause does not go through. Again
that exposes the Government. If that is the
case, and it is not going ahead with this legis-
lation which has gone through both Houses
after lengthy debate-and both sides agree we
have to upgrade occupational health and safety
in the workplace-we can see what the Govern-
ment is really trying to achieve with this Bill.

Amendment No 10 is very fair;, it is as demo-
cratic as one can get to allow employees to
become involved in the process. What the Min-
ister is saying on behalf of the Labor Party
about why it should be changed is absolute
nonsense. I know it has been said that the Con-
federation of Western Australian Industr and
the WA Chamber of Commerce and Industry
support what the Government is putting for-
ward.

The confederation might, but in this case I
certainly do not and amendment No 10 is a
very simple and sensible way of approaching
this problem.

The Government has been good enough to
accept other amendments made by the Council
and there is no reason at all that it cannot
accept this amendment to the legislation.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Let me take First
the issue of what this clause means. Quite
clearly-I think the member for Cottesloe
finally accepts it-the clause means that where
there is a heterogeneously-inclined workplace
with unionists and non-unionists, both the
trade unionists and the non-unionists will par-
ticipate in the appointment of delegates. That
is the assurance that the National Party is
entitled to have about the interpretation of this
clause.

I will now deal with the second issue raised
by the members for Cottesloc and Nedlands
about whether that is a desirable arrangement.
Last night I listened to a speech made by the
Prime Minister, It was a very good speech be-
cause it painted quite clearly-

Mr MacKinnon: Did you pay your$ $50?
Mr PETER DOW DINO: -the way in which

the Labor Party has made such a major change
to Australian society since 1983.

Several members interjected.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I can tell members
opposite that there are a lot of people who used
to be in their constituency who were prepared
to pay $150 to listen to the Prime Minister of
Australia. I can understand the Opposition's
discomfort at the success of the dinner.

One of the things the Prime Minister said,
and it rang so true, is that when the Labor
Movement Came to office in 1983. it under-
stood that the central reality of' Australian so-.
ciety was that the community was crying out,
not for everybody to adopt one point of view,
but for everybody to accept that other people
were entitled not only to have another point of
view, but also to operate within their constitu-
ency, their structures and their organisations,
and to have the right to exist and to participate.
In order to achieve that harmony there has to
be, and had to be, a considerable amount of
give and take.

If the Opposition's views are represented by
the members for Cottesloc and Nedlands, what
makes the Opposition so irrelevant to the pol-
itical processes of 1987, is that it still cannot
understand the concept of give and take. In
order to achieve an overall solution that can
have the support of organisations such as the
Confederation of Western Australian Industry
and the trade union movement it needs to
understand the concept of give and take.

In the process of preparing this legislation
the employers have been prepared to acknowl-
edge the commitment the union movement has
towards occupational health and safety the
unions' belief in the propriety of their
participating in this process.

The confederation and the Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry have not been asked to say
that is the position they would adopt if they
were the only actors in this issue. On balance
they have been asked to say, given the con-
cessions that have been made on all sides,
whether they were prepared to concede that the
unions should have this participatory role. It is
interesting that Opposition members continue
to object to that form of compromise and con-
cession.

The former Leader of the Opposition, the
member for Cottesloe, goes even further and
recites the sort of cant that I remember hearing
from him when he was at school-the matter
has been aired in the Press. I was interested to
note that the arguments that he and I have had
over politics was his support of Anthony
Eden's invasion of Egypt and his support for
the American invasion of Vietnam. In both
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cases, I believe history has proved me right.
This is a current argument which he and I have
and I am sure that history will prove me right
on this occasion.

I am not normally a recipient of the member
for Cottesloe's newsletter which he sends to his
party faithful in Cottesloe. However, I was
interested to read that he suggested that if the
Government Ministers had not been trained in
Moscow. then at least they were the dupes of
Moscow.

Mr Cash: Hear, hear!
Mr PETER DOWDING: Of course, the

member for Mt Lawley would hold that view. I
amn reminded of that because what the member
for Cottesloc is saying today is that the confed-
eration and the chamber of commerce have
agreed to this measure-which he describes as
being one about trade union power and not
about occupational health and safety-they
are therefore the dupes of the union movement
even if they are not deliberately setting out to
achieve that objective.

I repeat to the Opposition members that they
should please understand that this Bill seeks to
achieve objectives with conscnsus as far as
practicable.

Severat members interjected.
Mr PETER DOWDING: I am sorry that

members opposite regard the ability of the
trained trade unions and the employers to
come to an agreement as in some way worthy
of scorn. What an extraordinary position for a
party that would hope to be the alternative
Government! It is thai attitude that will keep
the Opposition out of office at the next elec-
tion.

It is quite obvious that the Opposition mem-
bers will not change their attitude; so be it. The
Government is proud to find the consensus of
the confederation. the chamber and the unions
on the issue of proposed new section 30. It
means what it says: it is a recognition of the
role of unions, and at the same time it is a
concession from the union movement and a
recognition that non-unionists will also have a
role in the appointment of delegates to organise
this election.

M r TH-OM PSON: I concede t hat t he Con fed-
eration of Western Australian Industry is in
favour of the provision that was first written
into this Bill in proposed new section 30.

Mr Williams: But that is of no credit to the
confederation, is it?

Mr THOMPSON: On this point, the Liberal
Party disagrees with the confederation. It was
not a position arrived at lightly but the mem-
bers of the parliamentary Liberal Party, unlike
members of the Government, represent a very
wide section of interests. In the main, they are
people who have had experience in a far wider
area than have members of the Government. It
is as a result of those interests that we came to
the view that the amendment which now ap-
pears before the Committee is the appropriate
way in which to deal with occupational health
and safety matters. The Opposition is not saying
that the trade union movement should not have
a role in the appointment of delegates. Indeed,
the Opposition recognises that it has a very im-
portant role to play.

From my practical involvement as a member
of the trade union movement-

Mr Brian Burke: They still speak about you.
Mr THOMPSON: Do they?
Mr Brian Burke: Some great breakthroughs

in working conditions and "careful colleague
workmates" are credited to you still. I think it
isa ease of mistaken identity.

Mr THOMPSON: I am waiting for honorary
membership of the Electrical Trades Union in
recognition of the job I did for them.

Mr Brian Burke: I have no doubt. You are a
bright spark.

Mr THOMPSON: That is good. We recog-
nise that the trade union movement has a legit-
imate role to play.

Mr Peter Dowding: Some of your
backbenchers do not.

Mr THOMPSON: The view of the party is
that the trade union movement has a role to
play. but it is not a predominant role:, it ought
not to be the only role. If members look at the
participation that the trade union movement
has in this facet of the legislation, they will
come to understand why the Government is
fighting as hard as it can to have its way in this
matter.

I refer the Committee to a part of a news-
letter recently circulated to members of the
Australian Bank Employees Union entitled
"Around the traps". The publication is dated
June 1987 and the commentary on this legis-
lation reads-

An important provision in the Act pro-
vides elected union representatives with
specific powers to correct serious situ-
ations.
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That union takes the view that it has an exclus-
ive role to play in occupational health and
safety matters. It was a non-union member of
the banking industr who drew my attention to
that article. That employee and others have
taken offence at the altitude expressed by the
union in their sphere of operation. This legis-
lation will succeed only if it has the goodwill of
all involved.

Mr Peter Dowding: Do you not think that is
a very good reason?

Mr THOMPSON: I do not think it is a good
reason at all, because we could have t he situ-
ation where a very small minority of union
members were employed in a particular
workplace and their wilt would prevail: they
would be given a favoured position by com-
parison with other employees. It is reasonable
and proper that trade union members should
have a role to play in this area, and if members
look at the amendment to which we are now
speaking they will see that recognition is given
to that. Trade union members are given recog-
nition for their involvement, but it is not
structured in such a way as to give them a leg
up, or greater clout than is available to other
employees.

There is not much point in my proceedling. It
is clear that the Government is intent on
having its way in this matter. It is also clear
that the National Party will support it. I hope
that the National Party will take the trouble to
tell all the small business employees in the
country how it has decided to support some-
thing which will enhance the involvement of
trade union elections within those workplaccs.
I hope that before it comes to the Legislative
Council again the National Party will reflect on
the very special position it will offer to the
trade union movement, and perhaps before it is
considered in the other place the National
Party may care to canvass opinions of small
employees.

The great bulk of employers in the country
are currently not subject to the same sort of
union harassment as some employers in the
metropolitan area. The great success of some
country enterprises is due to the good relation-
ship between employers and their employees.
Given the impact of this legislation. that re-
lationship will break down. I implore the
National Party to have some regard for what
this legislation is likely to do to the employers
they profess to represent.

Mr COWAN: When the Liberal Party de-
cides to take this matter out to the country
people. for whom it has suddenly found a liking,
I hope it is a little more honest than it was with
the electoral Bill.

Fi.rstly, with respect to what the member for
Kalamunda said, we have made sure in this
case that the small businesses have the right not
to have appointed a health and safety corn-
mittce. All that is necessary is to have
appointed a health and safety representative.
To my way of thinking, that is of some assist-
ance to them in that they arc not to be bothered
with the establishment of yet another com-
mittee.

The interpretation that the Liberal Party has
placed on this clause is quite wrong. The Minis-
ter might correct me if I am wrong, but it re-
lates to the appointment or election of del-
egates to form a consultative committee. I can-
not see, where there are union members within
a workplace already, that the election or ap-
pointment of delegates to a consultative com-
mittee will strengthen the hand of the union
movement. If there are already members of the
union movement in the workplace, how is their
hand to be strengthened? Perhaps the member
for Kalamuoda can explain how that will hap-
pen.

I remind the Committee that the National
Party not only has insisted that there be some
differentiation between small businesses in re-
lation to the need for the appointment of health
and safety committees, but also that there be a
requirement, which we will be dealing with
later on. for an election by secret ballot if it is
desired.

MrThompson: We supported that, too.

Mr COWAN: That in itself is quite sufficient
protection. My party demonstrated during the
second reading stage of this legislation that it
was reluctant to grant the union movement a
privileged position in any place in this legis-
lation. We understand the meaning of the word
"1compromise" and we accept that the Govern-
ment has compromised by the withdrawal of
proposed section 25(l) of this Bill. We accept
that in turn there must be some compromise by
us and we regard it as a very small compromise
on this item, purely and simply because there
has already been tripartite agreement for what
was originally written in the Bill. Members of
the Liberal Party must remember that-here
has already been tripartite agreement to the
proposed section in the Bill.
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Mr Williams: What is ~tripartite"? The small
business people were not even consulted.

Mr COWAN: I would have thought small
business was represented by industry bodies
such as the Western Australian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (Inc).

Mr Williams: Bunkum! They were not, nor
were they consulted by the Confedleration of
Western Australian Industry.

Mr COWAN: That is the responsibility of the
confederation and the chamber.

Mr Williams: That is dead right, and they
were not. Small business people, who employ
70 to 80 per cent of the workers of the State.'did not agree to this Bill. Who the heck are you
supporting now?

Mr Peter Dowding: You do not represent
small business.

Mr Williams: Don't talk nonsense.
Mr COWAN: With all due respect to the

member for Clontarf. I have never seen any
statistical data which would substantiate the
claim he is making. I could say that 80 to 90
per cent of people think the Bill is all right, but
I cannot substantiate that so I will not waste
my time. I suggest the member for Clontarf
does not have the figures to substantiate his
interjection.

We are prepared to accept. with reluctance.
and [ say it again-

Mr Williams: Why be reluctant?
Mr COWAN: We are prepared to accept

that, now that we have achieved the removal of
proposed section 25(1). this amendment will
make no significant change and we are pre-
pared to support the original proposition in
proposed section 30 of the Bill.

Mr HASSELL: The Leader of the National
Party said that he had not been satisfied and
asked us to explain how this clause helped the
unions in the front door of small business. I
just want to put this on the record:. I thought I
had set it out very clearly previously.

There are many small businesses with 50 or
fewer employees where very few of those em-
ployees; are union members. Perhaps half a
dozen or fewer are union members, and those
people are union members because of the par-
ticular jobs they do. One might be an employee
in a factory who belongs to the Transport
Workers Union because he does the deliveries
and is forced to belong to that union because he
does the deliveries. He does not want to belong
to the union. nor is he active or interested in
the union. There might be several other em-

ployces who are members of a union because
they were members in their former jobs and
have come into the small business operation
and continued their membership, or it con-
tinues because of a previously paid subserip-
lion.

The people in that sort of small business situ-
ation are not active union members. They are
active employees, they are often people in
small business who are well looked after by
their employers and feel no need for union pro-
tection. Indeed, there is no need in those cases
for union protection. Their employer does not
try to make them union members or to discour-
age them from being members, the employer is
neutral but in fact it is a non-union shop even
though there are a few union members.

What this Bill does is to create and provide a
statutory role for those unions of chance which
happen to be represented in that workplace.
That is the point.

Mr Cowan interjected.

Mr HASSELL: In what way would the
Leader of the National Party like me to say it
again?

Mr Cowan interjected.

Mr HASSELL: I am very serious about what
I am saying and I am responding to what the
Leader of the National Party said in his
remarks. This clause, as the Government wants
it, creates an official statutory role for those
unions of chance in that small business
workplace. What we say is that it is intended to
create that role. We say that this clause is
intended to get those unions into those non-
union workplaces.

Mr Cowan interjected.

Mr HASSELL: Perhaps the Leader of the
National Party did not hear what I said because
he was talking to the member for Katanning-
Roe. The members of unions in those small
business workplaces about which I am speaking
are members of unions for particular circum-
stances or by chance, as I explained. They are
members because of some particular aspect of
the work they do in that small business or be-
cause they have come to that workplace from
another workplace and they have a carryover
union membership. There might be four or five
of them, or six, or even 10 of them, within a
work force of 50 or fewer, but they are mem-
bers of unions by chance, not because it is a
unionised workplace.
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The purpose of this legislation and this
clause, as the Minister wants it, is deliberately
to provide a vehicle by which the unions that
happen to be represented in the workplace are
brought in in an official capacity under these
statutory provisions; they are brought into that.
in effect. '"on-union" workplace. That is the
reality of small business. There are many such
small businesses which are non-union
workplaces. What we have said all along about
this clause is that it is designed to facilitate and
force union officials and union activity into
that workplace.

Mr Cowan: It cannot. The delegate has got to
come from the workplace.

Mr Peter Dowding: The member for
Cottesloc is so obsessed about this that he does
not even read the clause. That is why they got
rid of him as leader-he is too obsessed, he
really is.

Mr HASSELL: That is not relevant to the
point 1 am making.

Mr Cowan: Of course it is. You cannot on
one hand talk about someone being a member
of a union only because he happens to be one
and has no real interest in being a union memn-
ber. and then suddenly say he will take on
board full union responsibility and full union
effect and become a dominant, militant union
man when he becomes a delegate under this
clause.

Mr HASSELL: I did not say any of those
things.

Mr Cowan: You cannot have it both ways. If
a member of the work force has an attitude to
the union, he will have the same attitude in the
position of delegate on the consultative com-
mittee. There is no question of it.

Mr HASSELL: I do not want to rerun the
whole argument. I only want to respond to the
Leader of the National Party who suggested
that this clause will not change anything. It will
change something, and it will change things be-
cause the reality of the small business
workplace is that most. or at the very least
many. of them are not unionised workplaces.
What this clause does, as the Minister wants it.
and what this clause is intended to do, is to
bring the trade unions into a pro-active role in
these workplaces. It is part of the thrust by the
trade union movement through statutory privi-
lege to gain more power and influence in the
workplace. And that is why we oppose it, and
why we always have opposed it.

I thought the debate might be over by now.
When the Leader of the National Party talks
about compromise and so on. I remind the
Chamber that we said at the outset of the sec-
ond reading debate on this legislation that it
was the kind of legislation which we as a
Government would not bring forward to the
Parliament in the form it is in, were we the
Government.

Our support of the occupational health and
safety aspects of the legislation did not mean
that we were ever enthusiastic about the way
those objectives were being pursued by the
legislation. Our support is a compromise. We
are now being asked to compromise away the
very things that we have consistently opposed
throughout this entire legislation. It is not accu-
rate to suggest that because there has been a
compromise on this clause we are not giving
away someth ing of great i mporta nce.

We have opposed the way in which the legis-
lation sets out to get us to compromise and
accept what the Government has set up. We
acknowledge the need for occupational health
and safety legislation. It is not the way we
would do it. We have often expressed our
objectives. It is not reasonable to suggest that
because we do not retreat fromt those objectives
we are being unreasonable and are refusing to
compromise. We have already compromised.

Mr COURT: The Minister keeps saying that
certain members of the Liberal Party are union
bashing and that we do not want to recognise
unions. The expression of those views do not
assist this debate. Time and again he has said
we are out of touch and do not understand
what is going on and that we want to knock the
unions all the time. Whether he believes that or
not. it is not the case. The Minister is quite
right when he says we need the goodwill of all
people involved.

All employees in the workplace should be
equal. We do not need special rules to give
certain sections of the workplace a privileged
position. Could the Minister explain why he
cannot accept this amendment and why it is
not suitable?

Mr Peter Dowding interjected.
Mr COURT: The Minister said that only cer-

tain members of the Liberal Party were anti-
union. I do not wish to become involved in an
argument but I do not like the concept of horse
trading. As the member for Cottesloc said.
there has been a considerable amount of give
and take on this point. The Liberal Party wants
to accept the amendment. We believe it is a fair
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and sensible way to approach the problem. It is
quite unnecessary for the good running of this
legislation to have it changed back the other
way.

I do not support the approach the Govern-
ment is taking. The amended legislation rep-
resents a suitable and practical way to get
around the problem.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result-

Dr Alexander
Mrs Beggs
Mr Bertram
Mr Bridge
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Burkett
Mr Cam
Mr Cowan
Mr Donovan
Mr Peter Dowding
Mr Evans
Dr Gallop
Mr Grill
Mrs Kenderson
M r Gordon Hilt

Mr Blaikie
Mr Bradshaw
Mr Cash
Mr Court
Mr Grayden
Mr Hassell
Mr Laurance

Ayes
Mr Tom Jones
Mr Thomas
Mr Parker
Mr Pearce
Mr Bryce
Mr Taylor

Ayes 29
Mr Hodge
Mr House
Mr Marlborough
Mr Read
Mr Scheill
Mr D. L. Smith
Mr P. J. Smith
Mr Stephens
Mr Troy
Mrs Watkins
Dr Watson
Mr Wiese
Mr Wilson
Mrs Buchanan

Noes 14
Mr Lewis
Mr MacKinnon
Mr Rushton
MrSpriggs
Mr Thompson
Mr Watt
Mr Williams

Pairs
Noes

Mr Clarko
Mr Tubby
Mr Crane
Mr Mensaros
Mir Lightfoot
M r Trenorden

Question thus passed; the Council's amend-
ment not agreed to.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The Government
accepts the balance of the amendments, and I
have no further objection to them. They are not
the best position the Government would want.
but they represent a compromise and we are
prepared to accept them in that spirit.

Dr WATSON: 1 want to add a few words
about the way in which the debate has
progressed, and to express some disappoint-
ment at its basis in prejudice and ignorance.
Four years ago with the election of the Burke
Government Western Australia was brought
into the 20th century as far as occupational
health and safety is concerned. I say that with
some modesty: it was the Burke Labor Govern-
ment which did it.

Mr MacKinnon: You wrote it. Self-praise!

Dr WATSON: There was never any attempt
until there was a Government prepared to de-
bate it. The people who responded to the docu-
merit which the Premier issued at the end of
1983 expressed more enlightened attitudes
than the Liberal Opposition has expressed here
and in the other place. Conservative elements
in our community have moved tremendously
in that four years because they have seen that
the unions and the Government have a com-
mitment to prevention and they have seen the
sense in preventing disease, death and injury,
and in saving money. if'nothing else, with their
workers' compensation costs. But the world has
passed the Liberal Opposition by. The same
attitudes that concerned Charles Dickens,
Henry Morley, Engels, and Lord Ashton in
1829 and 1832 are still apparent. The same
debate has taken place as when the Health and
Morals of Apprentices Act was passed in 1829
and the first British Factories Act in 1832.

The prejudices expressed by speakers for the
Opposition about unions are really alarming.
and they contrast with the Government's ac-
tion in consulting employers and people who
might otherwise have been opposed had this
kind of legislation been imposed on them.
There has been debate between employers,
unions. Government people. and health and
safety specialists. That has been done without
what has been labelled this afternoon as
'obsessive prejudic'.

Poiunt of Order

Mr BLAI KI E: I would appreciate your direc-
tion as to what clause the member is speaking
to.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Dr Lawrence):
It was remiss of me not to do this earlier, and I
was about to interrupt the member who was
speaking.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: When I am
speaking I do not wish to stand on my dignity,
but it is difficult for members to hear my ruling
if other members are interjecting. The Minister
has failed to move agreement or disagreement
with the remaining amendments, so if he can
do that I will ask the member for Canning to
specifically address the motion. The Minister
indicated his willingness to aceept the amend-
ments, but he must specifically move to agree
or disagree with them.
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Comintteue Resumed

Mr PETER DOWDING: I intended that I
should be taken as moving agreement, and
therefore I move-

That amendments Nos I I to 16 made by
the Council be agreed 10.

Dr WATSON: I am speaking in support of
that motion.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You have to
address your remarks fairly closely to the
amendments.

Dr WATSON: There has been an ignorance
of the issues which are addressed in these
amendments. Not even money has moved the
Opposition-

Point o f Order

Mr BLAIKIE: I am trying with all desper-
ation to follow the member's logic in speaking
to the matter before the Chair. I realise she has
been speaking for only a second or two, but she
does not appear to be speaking to the subject
before the Chair.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is not clear
to me what the member for Canning is doing. I
doubt I could rule on the basis of what she has
said in the 30 seconds since I made the ruling
solI will wait to see what she is about to say.

Cominitiee Resumed

Dr WATSON: I am talking about the consul-
tation that has taken place over the last four
years as well as the activity in the last couple of
months. The Government has compromised
significantly in. for instance, the clause which
has been amended so that delegates will be
appointed only in workplaces which have in
excess of 10 employees.

The member for Kalamunda has hastened to
assure us that members of trade unions have a
role to play, but in fact when rank and ile trade
union members went to see members of the
Opposition to try to persuade them to keep an
open mind on the basis of information they
were given they were told not to waste their
time or to waste their money on stamps.

Mr Cash: What absolute garbage! You are
misrepresenting the facts. They were more than
welcome in my office and I listened closely to
them.

Mrs Beggs: You are the master of true rep-
resentation!

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! Would
members please desist from interjections. The
member is tring to continue her remarks.

Dr WATSON: While the Government and
the Minister have accepted that delegates will
be appointed or elected only from workplaces
which have 10 or more employees, that
compromise has been made with negotiations
with members of the Opposition. But they ig-
nore the history of occupational health and
safety, the current situation nationally and
internationally, and to a large extent measures
that are already in progress in this State.

Members of the Opposition do not under-
stand what is acceptable practice. They cannot
comprehend that policy is formulated and
implemented through tripartite consultation.
Prejudice has stopped them understanding the
internal logic of the Bill and of proposed sec-
tion 25 as a critical component of self-regu-
lation.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! Cross-
Chamber interjections, particularly those not
involving the member who is speaking, are
most unfair, and I ask members to desist.

Dr WATSON: I want to make one final
point. The interjections have come out of
prejudice and ignorance. This Bill is about
preventing deaths. injuries, and disease.

Point of Order

Mr BLAIKIE: Madam Deputy Chairman-
Mr Peter Dowding: Let her have her say.

Mr BLAIKIE: I will take my point of order
without interruption from the Minister. My
point of order relates to the difficult position
you are in. Madam Deputy Chairman. The
member is talking about the general parameters
of the Bill, not the specific clauses under dis-
cussion. I ask you to direct the member to con-
fine her remarks to the clauses under dis-
cussion, not the wider parameters of the Bill.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Dr Lawrence):
Order! Given that there are several amend-
ments under discussion, and given members'
previous points of order, I have listened care-
fully and, apart from one or two general
remarks which might not be seen as addressing
the specific amendments, I find no fault with
the member. If I were to rule in the member for
Vasse's favour, no-one would have been able to
speak for longer than 30 seconds today. I ask
the member to conclude her remarks as lucidly
and as quickly as possible.
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Commnitee Resumled
Dr WATSON: These amendments are part

of an internal logic of the Bill.
Mr Blaikie: The member knows she is not

allowed to read her speech.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! Across-

Chamber discussions are disorderly, I am in
the position to see whether the member is read-
ing her speech. My impression is that she is
not. I ask her to continue her speech and draw
her remarks to a conclusion.

Dr WATSON: I am tempted to be insulting.
Madam Deputy Chairman. The amendments
are about the prevention of death, injury, and
disease from working conditions and from em-
ployees taking hazardous risks. The Opposition
has trivialised. through prejudice and ignor-
ance, the risks that workers take in their every-
day work environments.

Mr COWAN: All of the amendments, with
the exception of the final two, are National
Party proposals. We certainly wanted to see
included in the legislation the provision for
secret ballots at the request of employees. Thai
has been accepted by the Government.

We are also pleased with the acceptance of
the exclusion of small businesses with 10 em-
ployees or less from the provision relating to
health and safety committees. We may be
prejudiced. but we believe that, if the provision
were passed, those committees would begin
meeting more regularly during working hours;
and when the three or four members who make
up that committee were taken out of the
workplace to hold those meetings, a significant
percentage of the work force would disappear.

The other initiative taken by the National
Party concerns the panel of experts required to
investigate matters referred to it by the Indus-
trial Relations Commission. We believe the
commission should have the capacity to ap-
point experts rather than the Minister's
selecting a panel. We believe that is
suiperfluous.

If the National Party's amendments have the
effect that the member for Canning believes
they will have, I ask her to produce evidence of
that in a year or two. If she can substantiate
that small businesses which have been
exempted from the health and safety com-
mittee provisions are experiencing more work
accidents than other businesses, I am prepared
to assure her that the Nationat Party will
immediately reconsider its position on that

exemption. However, I repeat that statistical
data will have to be produced to us in order for
us to change our position.

Question put and passed. the Council's
amendments agreed to.

Report, oec.

Resolutions reported and the report adopted.
A committee consisting of Dr Watson, Mr

Thompson. and Mr Peter Dowding (Minister
for Labour, Productivity and Employment)
drew up reasons for not agreeing to amend-
menit No 10 made by the Council.

Reasons adopted and a message accordingly
returned to the Council.

ACT AMENDMENT (OCCUPATIONAL
HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE) BILL

Re! urned

Bill returned from the Council with an
amendment.

C'ouncil s A mendmnen 1: In Commnitte

The Deputy Chairman Of Committees (Mrs
Henderson) in the Chair; Mr Peter Dowding
(Minister for Labour, Productivity and Em-
ploymen t) i n c h arge of t he Bill1.

The amendment made by the Council was as
follows-

Clause 33.
After the clause to insert the following new
subsection (2)-

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal
effected by subsection (1). the pro-
visions of s.75 (1) of the Machineryv
Safety 4cr 1974 and those of the Ma-
chinery Safety Regulations 1978. so
far as each relates to the provision or
otherwise of a protective cab or frame
on a tractor manufactured later than
September 1 1979, shall continue in
force as if this Act had not been
passed.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The Government
does not intend to oppose the amendment
made to this legislation in the other place. I
move-

That the amendment made by the Coun-
cilI be agreed to.

Mr COWAN: I am pleased that the Govern-
ment is prepared to accept this amendment. It
has been a contentious issue with the farming
community ever since it was anticipated that
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the Machinery Safety Act would provide for
roll-over protective structures to be placed on
tractors regardless of their age or make. The
intention of this amendment is to ensure that
no written regulation requires people to install
ROPS bars on tractors which do not have
them.

I understand the matter will now require a
legislative amendment and that is the way we
want it to proceed.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Report

Resolution reported, the report adopted, and
a message accordingly returned to the Council.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENT
BILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council with amend-

ments.

Council's A inendinents: In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mrs

Henderson) in the Chair: Mr Carr (Minister for
Local Government) in charge of the Bill.

The amendments made by the Council were
as follows-

No I.
Clause 5

Page 2. line 31-To delete the ex-
pression '(hc) or (hd)".

No 2.
Clause I I

Page 4. line 13-To insert at the
end of the subclause the words-

and the same published within
that time in a newspaper
circulating in the district.

No 3.
Page 4. lines 14 to 16-To delete

subelause (3).
No 4.

Clause 16
Page 6. line 1 8-To delete "and".

No 5.
Page 6. after line I8-To insert the

following paragraphs-
(b) in subsection (3) by deleting "or

the building surveyor';

(c) in paragraph (a) of subsection (4)
by deleting "or the building sur-
veyor":
and

No 6.
Clause 21

To delete the clause.

No 7.
Clause 22

Page 9, lines 3 to 31 -To delete the
lines and substitute the following-

(hb) pay to a member, including the
mayor, president, deputy mayor
or deputy president, by way of re-
imbursenient such expenses of an
actual or reasonable nature in-
curred in the course of
performing a member's duties, as
the council may determine from
time to time;

No 8.

Clause 26
To delete t he clause.

Mr CARR: Amendment No I should be
linked to amendments Nos 7 and 8. because
they consider the same issues, but for the mo-
ment I will only address the first amendment.
The amendment that is proposed by the Legis-
lative Council is a consequential amendment to
a more substantive issue that is addressed in
amendment No 7 on the subject of allowances.
Proposed amendment No I is acceptable,
although the Government has proposed an
amendment which I am assured means exactly
the same thing, but is expressed in different
words.

I will start by putting in context the Govern-
ment's views on the amendments made in
amendments Nos 1, 7 and 8 on the subject of
allowances. The Government is disappointed
that the Legislative Council has seen fit to
make these amendments and has not seen fit to
agree to the proposal put forward by the
Government that each member of a council be
able to receive an incidental expenses allow-
ance without having to provide receipts for that
allowance. I remember when the issue was
debated in this Chamber that considerable dis-
cussion took place about the difficulties mem-
bers would face in establishing particular inci-
dental costs of a minor nature, such as petrol to
go and visit a constituent, the cost of hair
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styling, the cost of dry-cleaning, and the cost of
telephone calls as distinct from the rental of a
telephone.

The Government's view was that those fairly
minor items could best be handled by paying
councillors an as-of-right honorarium or all-
embracing expense allowance. We are disap-
pointed that the Council has not been prepared
to agree with that. The Council has prepared an
alternative which provides that members be
reimbursed for actual expenses. I suppose to
some extent we are covering the same ground.
The difference is that under the proposal in
these amendments. councillors will have to
keep some form of substantiation of the costs
that they incur. We are leaving it to individual
councils to make a decision about whether they
will pay those expenses or not. I take it that
under the amendments proposed by the Coun-
cil. the details of how they determine the form
of substantiation that is required will be left to
the particular councils. We see some difficult-
ies arising from that. On the other hand, we see
that being markedly better than the present
situation, and therefore the Government is pre-
pared to accept amendments Nos 1, 7. and 8.

After the Bill had been through the Legislat-
ive Council. I showed the Council's amend-
ments to Parliamentary Counsel, who came up
with a different drafting to achieve the same
result. It may appear to members that I am
being very pedantic by proposing the amend-
ments that I wish to make, but I am assured by
Parliamentary Counsel that these amendments
do exactly the same as the amendments from
the Legislative Council. the only difference be-
ing that my amendments have been drafted by
Parliamentary Counsel to be consistent with
the rest of the Act.

I therefore move-
That amendment No I made by the

Council be agreed to, subject to the fol low-
ing further amendment-

To delete "the expression "(he) or
(hd)" " and substitute the following-

.. (hb). (hc) or (hd)" and
substitute the following-

or (hb)
I know how that must sound when it is read
out, but that is the drafting that has been
proposed by Parliamentary Counsel.

Mr RUSHTON: The Minister was thoughtful
enough to let me have a copy of the proposed
amendment as it relates to Nos 1, 7, and 8. and
as he mentioned those amendments generally, I

will cover the same ground. We accept the
amendment projected by the Minister to
amendment No 1. We have a suggested change
foramendment No 7. We accept the fact that the
Minister has accepted amendment No 8. How-
ever, what the Council did was to make the situ-
ation follow the line that we believed it should,
that councillors should be reimbursed ad-
equately for the expenses they incur in local gov-
ernment. The Legislative Council raised the
issue of accounting for these expenses. If one is
to allow a set sum of $1I 000 for expenses, or
whatever it is to be, one could find that some
councillors would be in a position of paying
taxes on anything that they were not incurring
and accounting for.

The amendment has avoided that situation.
We still hold to the position that it would be
wise to include in the Minister's amendment
on No 7. "Including the mayor, president.
deputy mayor or deputy president", for the
very reason it leaves it crystal clear that there is
no doubt about mayors and other councillors
receiving allowances for the work they do. and
they should also be eligible to receive rec-
ompense for the expenses they incur as council-
lors. So with those points, we will come to the
amendment in due course, but we support the
amendments that the Minister has put forward.

Mr HOUSE: The National Party also sup-
ports the amendments that have been put for-
ward, and I thank the Minister for giving me
some notice of them. I am pleased that the
Government has not sought to force the issue
with regard to the payment of councillors. I am
also pleased to see that councillors will be paid
for reasonable expenses.

The member for Dale has a point when he
refers to being fairly specific about the word-
ing. As one who has only a little experience
with parliamentary wording, I believe the
amendment made by the Council is very clear.
Unless the Minister can show why the amend-
ment should not be accepted in its present
form, I would support the present wording of
the amendment.

Because the matter could eventually become
an issue. I place on record the fact that as a
member of Parliament I have not been
requested by any council or councillors to ad-
vance the proposition that councillors receive
payment for services that they render to their
communities. However, I think it is very fair
that people who travel long distances to get to
their shire offices and people who have to make
trunk calls should be recompensed for the costs
involved.
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The National Party supports the amend-
ment.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to, subject to the Assembly's
further amendment.

Mr CARR: These amendments relate to
councils' being able to set rates for fees and
charges by resolution rather than as previously
required, by by-law. Members will remember
that when the matter was debated here, quite
some discussion ensued on whether a minis-
terial veto should be retained on any charges
that were set by councils when the Minister
considered those charges to be unreasonable.
At the time. I said that I saw it as appropriate
eventually to move to having no ministerial
veto but that at this time the Bill should be seen
as transitional, and I insisted that the minis-
terial veto remain. The Legislative Council has
seen fit to delete that ministerial veto, and I am
prepared to accommodate that amendment.

The Legislative Council also amended the
Bill to provide that the details of a group of fees
and charges should be published not only in the
Goi'ernmnt Gazelle but also in a newspaper
circulating within a council's district. 1 have no
objection to the amendment: howcver, we seem
to have the same situation I indicated a mo-
ment ago. because when I showed the amend-
ment to Parliamentary Counsel, he came back
with a different wording, and so it is that I have
another amendment to move, this time to
Legislative Council amendment No 2. I am as-
sured the amendment does not change the con-
text of the proposal from the Legislative Coun-
cil but merely writes it in a form that is consist-
ent with the rest of the Local Government Act.
I therefore move-

That amendment No 2 made by the
Council be agreed to, subject to the follow-
ing further amendment-

To delete "the same" arid substitute
the following-

notice of the fee or charge has
been

Mr RUSHTON: We accept the Minister's
amendment to Legislative Council amendment
No 2. The Minister could have accepted the
amendment moved by the member for East
Melville at the time of the previous debate, but
he insisted on rejecting it. Obviously he has now
weighed it up and has reluctantly withdrawn his
objection to it, Now local government will have
sufficient autonomy to demonstrate to its rate-
payers and residents that it can act
responsibly.

I have no qualms that this should be the case.
The amendment removes the nonsense pre-
viously existing in that if we had kept the pro-
vision for ministerial veto we would have de-
stroyed the concept of giving additional auton-
omy to local government. I am pleased that at
the eleventh hour the Minister has accepted
this amendment. it is one which will encourage
local government to be even more responsible.
When people have authority and responsibility.
they perform better.

The remedy the Minister sought is in the
hands of the ratepayers. These days we have
the concern of adult franchise because we could
have the position of not having ratepayers or
occupiers, but electors who do not pay any sum
to local government. That needs to be
remembered by all members when we consider
what pressures can be brought to bear on local
government, and we will see this later in other
amendments on the Notice Paper.

Mr HOUSE: The National Party also sup-
ports the amendment moved by the Minister. I
am very pleased that the Minister has seen fit
to accept this situation after having dug in his
heels so deeply during the main debate on the
Bill.

This is a great step forward for local govern-
ment because we will see more emphasis on the
user-pays principle, particularly now that we
have adult franchise. An example is the charge
levied for the hire of a local hall where pre-
viously it has been felt by a community that as
the hall has been provided by ratepayers, just a
cover charge for cleaning should be levied.
Now there is a much wider concept of
financing of local government and of how local
government is going to finance itself in future.
The fees and charges aspect of local govern-
ment will now. come into prominence far more
clearly and we will see the user-pays principle
put into practice when the real cost will be
charged.

I am pleased that the Minister has seen fit to
allow local government to take on this re-
sponsibility. This will be a test for some local
authorities which I am sure they will accept
and meet, because I have a great deal of faith in
local government.

Mr CASH: I am glad that the Government
has been prepared to accept this amendment
made by the Legislative Council. There is no
doubt that the power of councils to set fees by
resolution will afford them an opportunity to
get on with the job. If there is one thing that we
and the Minister have in common it is a great
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desire to try to get rid of the red tape which
sometimes strangles the various resolutions
and activities of local government.

However, it is important that if a local coun-
cil is to resolve to set fees for particular activi-
ties, the ratepayers and residents of an area
must be given notice of those new fees. Just to
publish them in the Governmnent Gazere alone
would not represent sufficient notice. These
amendments will make it necessary for local
authorities to publish these fees and charges in
a newspaper circulating within their districts.
As the member for Katanning-Roc said, that in
itself will keep local government on its toes.

Local government will be very accountable to
those on whom it relies to pay those fees. It will
also give the opportunity to those people in the
immediate district to challenge their council if
they are not happy with the fees it sets from
time to time.

The mere fact that a council will be able to
set fees by resolution will enable the council to
be relatively flexible in respect of the fees it
sets. I can remember when I was involved in
local government and the problems we had in
considering the proper fees that should be set
for a particular service because we knew that it
would take considerable time for it to be agreed
to and gazetted; then, if we were wrong, it
would require us to go through that same pro-
cess to amend the situation.

At least with this proposed situalti.on,' there
will be flexibility. I support the amendment
before the Chair.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to, subject to the Assembly's
further amendment.

Mr CARR: Amendment No 3 relates to the
same issue as No 2 which has already been
debated. I move-

That amendment No 3 made by the
Council be agreed to.'

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Mr CARR: I move-
That amendments Nos 4 and 5 made by

the Council be agreed to.
Amendments Nos 4 and 5 relate to a matter
that was the subject of amendments in this
Chamber when the Bill was first before it. I
refer to the issue of stop-work orders being
issued by a council or building surveyor orig-
inally with the required approval of the Sec-
retary for Local Government. The Government
has included in this Bill a provision to take out

the involvement of the Secretary for Local
Government and the Opposition moved an
amendment to take out the involvement of the
building surveyor acting alone so that such a
decision would be made by the council. The
amendment was moved by the member for
East Melville and was agreed to by the Govern-
menit. When Parliamentary Counsel looked at
that amendment it was found that consequen-
tial amendments were required to give the
amendment the effect that was desired by the
member for East Melville. They were drafted
by the Government and moved in the Legislat-
ive Council and are now here for our ratifi-
cation. Obviously we agree to them.

I do not wish to say this in a harsh way at all
but this is an example of why I and other Min-
isters do not like to deal with amendments
made on the hop. We do not have the necessary
drafting experience and expertise. If the
amendments are placed on the Notice Paper or
if we are given copies of them a day or two
earlier, we can get the advice that enables us to
avoid this sort of situation.

Mr RUSHTON: Once again the Opposition
agrees with these amendments. From our point
of view they improve the Bill. The matter orig-
inally was raised by the member for East
Melville and this is a tidying-up process which
is pant of the Parliament's work, It is a desir-
able activity. I know it would be more comfort-
able for the Minister to have received an
amendment beforehand, but sometimes mem-
bers do not have the time to provide an amend-
ment. Sometimes one sees a point when the
legislation is being debated and one feels an
amendment should be brought forward. I pay
credit to the member for East Melville for
taking this initiative. I think it is desirable and
one which has been approved of in the other
place and by the Minister now.

The Opposition supports the amendments
because they give voice to the Opposition's
point of view. We are pleased that the principle
has been accepted.

Mr LEWIS: I am quite pleased that these
consequential amendments have come for-
wa rd.

However I point out that notwithstanding
that it is desirable at all times for notice of
amendments to be given to the appropriate
Minister, as the member for Dale said, some-
times during the course of looking at legis-
lation. things do occur to one which one be-
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lieves should be a mended. U nder those ci rcu m-
stances there may not necessarily be the time to
give notice of an amendment.

I would also make the point that certainly
over the last session. at least in the initial stages
of the session. there was very little Government
business on the Notice Paper; there was time to
consider the various Billi- But in the last two or
three weeks the Notice Paper has been taken up
by a good deal of new legislation. Of course
that places a lot of pressure on the Opposition
and the resources of the Opposition to go
through the various pieces of legislation to see
what seems appropriate and whether amend-
ments should come forward. As a result of that
process there are from time to time oversights
on the part of the Opposition. It is really a two-
way thing. It is very easy for the Government
to say, "Well. you should have had the amend-
ments up in time." It may also be appropriate
for me to say that the Government should also
try to introduce its legislation in an orderly
fashion over the whole of the session so that the
Opposition has the opportunity to do its job
and bring its amendments forward at the ap-
propriate time.

However I compliment the Minister on
accepting this amendment in the first place. I
think it is a senisible amendment and, as we all
know, the jurisdiction should rest with the
council, and not with an individual officer of
the councilI.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments agreed to.

Mr CARR: Amendment No 6 is really the
most important area of disagreement between
the Government and the Opposition in the
other place. It refers to the involvement of
councils in the provision of welfare services. I
had understood that there was a strong chance
of this Matter being supported because when
the Bill was passed through the Assembly the
first time the principle contained in the clause
was supported not only by the Government but
also by the National Party.

Unfortunately when the Bill reached the
Legislative Council. the National Party mem-
bers voted with the Opposition against the
measure and the amendment was inserted. The
amendment is to delete any reference in the
Bill to the provision of welfare services. The
Government considers such a move quite un-
tenable. Councils all around the State are
already fairly actively involved in the provision
of welfare services in one form or another. The
Government regards it as quite unacceptable

that the legal doubt which presently exists as to
the right of local government to be involved in
a range of welfare services continues to exist.
For that reason I would be prepared to argue
most strongly that the amendment should be
rejected. Quite frankly it could well have
reached the stage where the whole Bill was able
to collapse because of an inability for agree-
ment to be reached relating to the provision of
welIfa re serv ices.

Ithink it is important at this stage that I put
in context the very strong support of the associ-
ations of local government for this amendment.
I have letters from each of the three associ-
ations of local government, each expressing its
support for the Government's proposal 10 allow
local government to be involved in welfare ser-
vices. I intend to quote a small pant from each
of the three letters, but if members want to see
these letters, I will be happy to show them to
them. First, I refer to a letter I received from
the Country Shire Councils Association, signed
by its secretary, Ted Chown. which reads in
part as follows-

The Executive supported the other pro-
visions of the Bill, including, the section
providing for councils to expend monies
on the provision of Welfare Services, and
the section providing for the payment of
allowances to elected members. In the case
of Welfare Services the Executive's
opinion was that this provision would
legitimise the current situation and save
those councils already providing Welfare
Services from a charge of "ultra virus".

Mr Graham Simpson, the secretary of the
Country Urban Councils Association also
wrote to me and said-

Member Councils of my Association
have expressed concern that the proposed
amendments to Section 446 of the Local
Government Act have been deleted from
the Bill in [he Legislative Council.

Comments obtained from the individual
member Councils reveal that welfare ac-
tivities. as proposed in the Bill are already
being conducted in the Regional Centres in
Western Australia and it is considered es-
sential that legislation be passed to legalise
the expenditure of funds.

There is also a strong conviction that the
legislation should be the granting of en-
abling powers, not making it mandatory
for Local Government involvement in wel-
fare activities.
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The Bill does not propose anything to be
mandatory: it merely provides a power for local
government to be involved in the provision of
welfare services where it chooses to be.

The third letter is from Mr R. L. Leggo.
executive director of the Local Government
Association of Western Australia. It states-

As you arc aware from previous dis-
cussions with Members of LGA Executive
Committee and the former Local Govern-
ment Liaison Committee the Local
Government Association fully supports the
Government's proposals to prescribe the
manner and extent of Local Governments
involvement in Welfare.

IGA is very concerned that the Oppo-
sition in the Upper House has deleted the
provisions from the Bill. You have
consulted the Association fully in
developing those provisions and it was my
understanding that the Opposition was in
favour of a prescriptive approach rather
than the general competence provision
which you introduced last year. I could see
the Opposition having difficulty with
proposed paragraph (f) sub-paragraph (iv)
but all the other provisions are very
straight forward and reflect current prac-
tices in manny Councils.

The Association concern is that the
amendment denies Councils the right to
make a decision on the matter themselves.
It also lays many Councils open to the ac-
cusation that current agreements with
State and Commonwealth Governments
may be resulting in unauthorised expendi-
ture.

It can be seen from those letters that the three
associations support these measures relating to
welfare services. I had discussions with mem-
bers of the National Party who appeared to be
inconsistent by supporting the Bill in this
House and opposing it in the other place. As a
result of those discussions we have agreed to a
further amendment. I therefore move-

That amendment No 6 made by the
Council be agreed to. subject to the follow-
ing further amendment-

To delete the words "the clause"
and substitute the following-

.. iv) such other welfare services
as the council thinks desirable."
where appearing in page 8. lines
[7land 18 of the Bill.

That amendment accommodates the suggestion
by Mr Leggo. He said he could understand the
Opposition's having some difficulty with
proposed paragraph (fl(iv).

Mr RUSHTON: The Opposition is con-
cerned about this amendment. We believe that
welfare is the State's responsibility. The
Government. in moving this amendment, is
opting out of that responsibility. We support
local government's coordinating and delivering
welfare services agreed to by local government
and the State Government subject to the State
or Commonwealth paying fully for that deliv-
ery of services.

This matter was fully canvassed in the upper
House when the Bill was amended. We do not
accept this accommodation between the
Government and the National Party. I believe
that many supporters of the National Party are
extremely upset about that accommodation. I
have received telegrams congratulating the Op-
position for its amendments relating to welfare
and the payment of fees to councillors. Rate-
payers in general have communicated with the
Opposition supporting its stand.

The reaction by the community to local
government's receiving general powers has
been consistent. 11 is not just a question of local
government's having more autonomy. If that
were the argument, we would suggest that local
government should control different sections of
education without being funded by the Com-
monwealth or that it should have the control of
road construction for the same reasons. I sup-
port local government's having a role in many
activities subject to its being supplied with the
funds. However, I believe that local govern-
ment authorities will be manipulated in their
welfare activities. I believe that local
authorities are involved already in the supply
of welfare to the community. However, they
have not been adequately funded by the State
or Commonwealth. I am in favour of local
government's supplying welfare to the com-
munity if it is properly funded.

Despite the letters read by the Minister, I
have spoken to many officers involved in local
government who have explained to me that
they would prefer to have spelt out the tasks
required of them in relation to welfare services.
They also would like to receive proper funding.
During the Whitlam era, local authorities were
encouraged to advertise programmes supplied
by the Commonwealth for grants from the
Commonwealth. That was terribly destructive
of local government.
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I could not believe that anybody who was
mindful of the economic well-being of our
nation would support this change. If ever there
was a time when we should avoid waste, dupli-
cation and triplication of services, it is now.

This move has obviously been agreed be-
tween the Government and the National Party:
it is totally different from the proposition put
by members of the National Party in another
place. It is totally against the best interests of
this country's economy. It is not a matter of
local government's autonomy: it is a matter of
spelling out who should be responsible for
delivering and funding certain services.

Frequently local government is in the best
position to deliver that service. it is certainly
closest to the people and in many ways is the
obvious choice. However, there is no way that
ratepayers should carry an extra burden in any
local government area because the Federal or
State Government is not doing its job. I am
also concerned about the inequity in services
provided arising from a council which is pros-
perous delivering a service to people and in a
less prosperous area that need being rejected
because one council can afford it and another
cannot. That trend will become apparent under
this system.

I could not believe that any candidate of the
Job National Party would be a party to this
deal because it goes against the objective o
sound economic management for Australia. I
am appalled that after the joint effort of mem-
bers of the Legislative Council to resist this
provision, the proposition has been modified
to accommodate the Government. I do not
think the reason for doing so is a good one. In
earlier debate the member for Katanning-Roc
said that the autonomy of local government
would be enhanced by allowing it to provide
these welfare services. I suggest to him that that
is not the ease.

We do not give local government power in
the educational field. I would have no
objection to doing so if we provided local
government with the funds to provide that ser-
vice. I fully support local govcrnmcnt
delivering many services and not just in
restricted areas: obviously in towns such as
Gnowangerup and Lake Grace the local
authorities are aware of local conditions. How-
ever. I do not want such local governments to
miss out on services or grants by the Common-
wealth Government because they cannot fund
welfare projects. Country people are having a
tough time at the moment and if. for example.
a country shire could not fund a welfare

scheme in the same way that the City of
Fremantle could, discrimination would occur
between one area and another.

It is not valid to support this amendment on
the basis of providing autonomy for local
government. The arguments put forward by
members in another place are valid: that is. the
shire rates will be increased dramatically by
this process of duplication and triplication. It is
valid to say that rents will increase and that a
Pandora's box will be opened. Let us think of
this provision as it relates to adult franchise:
People who are not ratepayers or occupiers, but
who are electors and do not make a financial
contribution to the local authority, will be
able to apply pressure for the provision of
social services. That worries me and I would
have expected it to worry country members in
this place.

Even at this late hour I appeal to members
opposite and to members of the National Party
to stand up to this issue in the interests of the
better administration of Australia and the hold-
ing down of rate charges levied on ratepayers
and occupiers. We should all be conscious of
these problems. I appeal to our colleagues in
the National Party to reconsider their agree-
ment with the Government on this issue be-
cause there is no way it can be argued that this
will enhance the autonomy of local govern-
ment. In fact, it will destroy local government.
I witnessed the fiasco under the Whitlam
Government when some local governments.
such as Belmont. received funds and other local
governments received very little.

I argued for 70 per cent of local government
grants as of right and the small councils backed
my proposition. Members will be aware of the
changes already taking place under this
Government's veto of that arrangement. Local
govern ments now receive grants of 30 per cent
as of right. Local governments which have
worked hard and achieved a great deal now
receive less than other local governments which
have not been so active in the past and done
things for themselves. This system brings out
the worst in people. If ever there was a ease of
the chickens coming home to roost, it is cer-
tainly the case with the Grants Commission. I
believe the grants should be 80 per cent
funding as of right. The Shire of Boyup Brook,
for example, has achieved a great deal as a
result of the voluntary work done by farmers
and others in that area and that shire is losing
grants under the new formula. The same prin-
ciple is behind this amendment.
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I have no objection to local government's
carrying out welfare services on behalf of the
State or the Commonwealth Governments.
which have the constitutional responsibility for
these services, Of course, the Commonwealth
should work through the States and I was horni-
fled to hear members of the Labor Party in
another place state that the Commonwealth
wants to fund these services in local govern-
ment areas. Of course it wants to do that; it is
the Government's and the Prime Minister's
lang-term objective to deal with only regional
local government, rather than State Govern-
ments. I oppose that proposition.

We should not have waste in Government
spendling; we should reduce costs for ratepayers
and we should do things in a sensible way. We
should specify which services we want local
government to carry out on behalf of the State
and then fund those services adequately. I
would fully support that proposition.

The Opposition opposes the Government's
amendment.

Mr HOUSE: Over the time that local govern-
ment has been operating in Western Australia.
the staff-clerks and people working in those
offices-have done a tremendous amount of
work and provided wonderful services for this
State. I wonder whether we have now reached
the stage where members of this Parliament are
prepared to allow them greater autonomy. I do
not care what the member for Dale says about
whether we should or should not provide more
autonomy to local government. Nol only do I
believe in providing it. but also we must dem-
onstrate that we arc prepared to provide greater
autonomy by passing Acts of Parliament which
actually do that.

Hundreds of people have contributed to local
government in Western Australia. They are get-
ting sick and tired of becoming rubber stamps.
They go along to their meetings which are so
directed by Government regulation that they
feel frustrated.

This debate is about whether we arc prepared
to give those people the opportunity which they
can take up in a proper and reasonable manner
to assist the people they represent. If they can-
not, this Parliament should reconsider its
position. It can take another look at the legis-
lation. but how long will we keep up this attitude
where not only do we jump over every shadow
we imagine we see on this side of the Chamber.
but also we are not Prepared even to give local
authorities a chance to prove they can do it? For
heaven's sake. why not?

I support the amendment because people in
local government deserve the chance to prove
that they can provide services: and they can
produce something for the people they rep-
resent. If time proves the contrary, let us have
another look at it; but do not let us jump over
the shadow before we get there.

To return to the substance of the motion,
many of these things are already happening in
local government circles. Local government has
been somewhat frustrated by the Acts under
which it operates, and it has decided to operate
outside those Acts, and in some eases local
authorities are breaking the law. We are now
seeking to legalise what those people have been
doing and want to do for the people they rep-
resent.

In the Mt Marshall area, a project has been
initiated. partly funded by Federal funds and
partly funded by the local authorities. That ser-
vice satisfies a great need of the people in that
area. It is a time of crisis out there. Those
people are desperately looking for a service
which will not be provided in any other way. It
is not being taken from one area of responsi-
bility and put into another. This service was
not there before, but it was desperately needed.
Unless this position is legalised. those people
open themselves to prosecution under the
present Act.

Other areas need to be looked at. In
Katanning. for example, which is a town with
many itinerant people, a play group has been
started by the mothers who need somewhere to
leavc their children when they have simple
things to attend to. such as a doctor's appoint-
ment. Those itinerant people do not have
grandmothers and grandfathers with whom to
leave their children, so they have set up a fam-
ily group. They suddenly find themselves faced
with a bill for $700 for third party insurance.

That money must conic from somewhere, so
they approached the local authority. The local
council cannot fund them under thec terms of
the present Act: it would be breaking the law.
The council would like to be able to fund them.
It seems to me that this legislation would allow
that council to provide a service. it is a service
which is genuinely and desperately needed in
that town.

I am sure there are many other examples
where some cooperation and coordination of
State and Federal Government and local
government funds would enable a service to be
provided which is not being provided at the
moment. We in this Parliament represent the
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views of the majority of the people. We are a
democracy and we should think about all the
people out there. notjust the minority groups.

Look at the contributions to local govern-
ment from the grants contribution. Although
that was somewhat out of balance in the last
allocation, a lot of money comes into local
government now from sources other than rates.
I am one of those who thinks that the whole
basis of funding of local government must be
reviewed. This is urgent; it must not be left, but
that opens a whole area which needs to be
debated in this place at another time.

The crucial part of this legislation is that it
gives councils an opportunity to provide a ser-
vice. It does not say that they have to provide
this sort of help: it says that they may provide it
if they decide to provide it. I do not believe
there will be any extraneous pressure to make
them provide something they cannot afford.
The area of funding will then have to be looked
at, and the Government will have to look at
that when the time comes, if it becomes an
issue.

Mr CASH: One of the interesting points
which has come out every time we talk about
the idea of local government providing services
is that the Government itself accuses the Oppo-
sition of not being interested in the welfare of
people, and of not being interested in helping
people.

I wonder whether that same theme has just
been used by the member for Katanning-Roe.
Not at any time since I have been a member of
this House have I heard a member of the Oppo-
sition say that he did not think there was a
need at times for adequate welfare services to
be delivered to members of the public, to the
population at large.

What we have consistently said is that it is
quite wrong to have a duplication or tripli-
cation in the delivery of those services. That is
where I differ fmom the member for IKatanning-
Roe, because I do not believe that the Local
Government Act in its present form places any
restriction on local government in the carrying
out of the very tasks which the Minister has
nominated here as being necessary to be in-
cluded in the Act.

We have heard the argument that certain ac-
tivities which local authorities are carrying out
are ultra vires the Act, but no-one wants to
identify those activities. No-one, to my knowl-
edge. has approached any local authority about

activities it might be carrying out, saying. "You
are clearly contravening the Act and you can-
not go ahead with that activity."

It was recognised some time ago that there
was no need for local government to enter into
every activity that the Commonwealth and
State Governments entered into. Local govern-
ment could find its own niche in other areas.
We did not want a duplication or triplication of
welfare activities. If I could be sure that there
would not be any duplication or triplication. I
would have no qualms about including the
words that we see in this clause.

But quite clearly, if we look back in history
we can see that as soon as the door is opened.
as soon as it is made obvious and clear that it is
an activity that the Federal Government. the
State Government. or local government can get
into, there is no question that they all want to
get a part of the action. I think that is
disappointing and in the end the delivery of
welfare services is watered down inasmuch as
much of the funding of the delivery of' those
services is taken up by bureaucracies trying to
justify their own existence. The end result to
the users of that welfare system is that they do
not get full value for every dollar spent.

What I am opposed to is the duplication and
triplication of the delivery of welfare services. I
want to make it clear that I am certainly not
opposed in an in globo way to the delivery of
welfare services to the public: I just want it to
be done in an efficient and effective way. There
is no question that local government over the
years has provided a great service to the people
of this State and we want to keep the councils
involved. We do not want to put obstacles in
their way; but in not putting obstacles in their
way we do not want to create a situation where
council meetings are spent mostly in trying to
outdo other welfare services ot services gener-
ally that are currently provided by the State
and Federal Governments.

I make the point again, as I did during the
last debate, that when we talk about child and
youth care a logical extension of those areas is
for local government, if it so desired, to use
municipal funds as a top-up situation for, say.
unemployment benefits. As members would be
aware, the Commonwealth Government re-
cently said that it would not continue to pay
unemployment benefits to people under the age
of 18 years. As a result of that there is no
questioin ihat some young people under the age
of 18 years will be left in need. I wonder
whether it was the Commonwealth's intention
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when it decided not to fund those young people
to cause or invite local government to top up
the situation. I think not, and I hope that local
government does not see that as an opportunity
to move in to spend ratepayers' money or mu-
nicipal funds. But quite clearly, given the word-
ing of this clause it is an activity into which
local government will be able to move.

Again, it is the duplication and triplication of
existing welfare services that causes me great
concern and alarm.

As to counselling and information services, I
am of the view that local government in West-
ern Australia has been carrying that function
for more than 25 years and to say now that it is
ultra vires. or outside the present Local
Government Act, is just not on. In fact it seems
that the only people who are ever confused
about the functions that local government can
carry out under the Act are the people in the
Crown Law Department. I have no knowledge
of other councils that have ever been confused
about the activities they should move into. My
own council, the City of Stirling. has a Cull-time
financial counsellor and I think the member for
Joondalup said during her discussion on this
matter that the City of Wanneroo has had one.
and I think he is subsidised by the Common-
wealth.

Mrs Watkins: There is more than one now.

Mr CASH: It may be that there is more than
one at the City of Stirling also. Certainly
financial counsellors have a part to play, and
members will know that I am not knocking that
service: but I am saying that there is every
possibility that we are duplicating or
triplicating other services. If we are going to do
that, we will not in the end have an efficient
and effective delivery of those services.

So it would be quite wrong of anyone in this
Chamber to say that I am not in favour of
people receiving adequate welfare services.
What I am saying is that they must be delivered
in an efficient and effective way. I make the
point in respect of children's playgrounds. be-
cause I know the member for Katanning-Roc
raised the matter, that it was my understand-
ing. and I have just checked the Act, that that is
one of the functions local government can carry
out now. In my own council, the City of
Stirling. we went as far as developing a toy
library. The Mt Lawley toy library is a very
successful service, provided by volunteers but
certainly under the auspices of the local auth-

ority, as is the community service which carries
out many of the functions currently listed
under section 446 of the Act.

So the Opposition, as I understand it. is not
opposed to the delivery of welfare services as
such. It is very concerned that acceptance of
the amendment now before the Chair will en-
courage local authorities to move into areas
where services are quite adequately catered for
presently by both State and Commonwealth
Governments. I do not think it is a case of
jumping at shadows: it is a case of recognising
that Australia is currently over-governed dra-
matically. If that is the case-and it is a case
accepted by most people-there must be a
rationalisation of the functions performed by
the three tiers of government in this Stage.
There is no way that we oppose welfare services
for the sake of opposing them. What we say is
that to allow this amendment to go through as
it is will cause duplication or even triplication
of existing services which would be a most inef-
ficient and ineffective way of delivering the
end service to user groups.

Mr LEWIS: During the course of this debate
the member for Katanning-Roe made the point
that the user should pay. Thai was a very
interesting statement for him to make because
it relates to the clause we were discussing about
the ability of a Minister to veto the setting of
fees by local councils.

If we expand that philosophy into the area of
welfare. I ask whether it is the intent that the
recipients of welfare should pay. The question
is a nonsense because if people are to receive
welfare, obviously they cannot pay. I am draw-
ing attention to the fact that there must be a
cut-off point somewhere along the line with
what local government can afford and cannot
afford, and with what it should become
involved in and should not become involved
in.

It all comes back to equity and responsi-
bility-they are the two words on which we
should dwell. Equity relates to the people who
pay their rates and taxes to the municipality for
the privilege of owning the land within the mu-
nicipality. and to those same people who pay
their taxes in the normal course of their em-
ployment. So if we want to expand the welfare
situation into local government, it would seem
to me that the people who pay their rates and
taxes are really getting double-dipped.

One should then look at why local govern-
ment should be involved in welfare and pay
from its municipal revenue for welfare support.
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I can quite readily accept the need for an ad-
ministrating body at the grass roots level to
administer welfare and 1 can see no better body
to administer welfare than local government.
But as the member for Mit Lawley has said, it is
a ridiculous situation if we have the Common-
wealth Government, the Stale Government.
and a local authority all chipping in for welfare.
At present our nation is over-governed. The
Prime Minister of the country, the Premier of
this State. and most commentators of this land
have said we must cut back the size or govern-
ment and the amount of expenditure on
government because it is draining the resources
or our nation. The best way I know to extend
and open up the arena of more and bigger
government is to give carte blanche to local
government to do what it desires in welfare.

It could be argued that this amendment takes
out the clause which refers to such other wel-
fare services as a council thinks desirable. I
cannot accept that. The amendment is
suggesting that we put back into the legislation
exactly what we do not want. As far as the
claim of ultra vires acts is concerned, councils
have been bound by the parent Act for years
and I am well aware that hitherto previous
Governments have gone to councils and said.
"We will give you grants for this and that if you
pick up the admni nist rat ion of it." A lot of coun-
cils accepted that challenge and three or four
years down the road the financial constraints of
the Federal Government in particular
necessitated the removal of the grants and
subsidies and the local councils were left hold-
ing the baby.

What has happened of course is that those
services which were implemented are continu-
ing. It can be said it is ultra vires and, if it is,
perhaps they should not have been doing it.
Perhaps I could concede a simple amendment
being placed in the Bill by the Government 10
give a local authority the ability to implement
and coordinate State and Commonwealth wel-
fare programmes. 1 cannot accept the across-
the-board carte blanche situation whereby local
authorities can do whatever they l ike.

Thc member for Mt Lawley has pointed out
that this is all contained in paragraph (e). I
would accept such an amendment by the Min-
ister but by putting that clause in place together
with all the other business of counselling. infor-
mation services, activity. refuge. and shelter
Services, child and youth care would open up a
Pandora's box. It comes back to equity and
responsibility.

The member for Katanning-Roc has
suggested that local government is looking for
autonomy. There is no argument with that: I
accept that local government should have
autonomy. but it must also have a charter. To
continually widen the charter of local govern-
ment by unequivocally saying it can do what-
ever it wants-and that is what is suggested
with this amendment about welfare-means
we are getting away from the original charter of
local government. I do not believe local govern-
ment should be using its own funds which have
come specifically from the rates and taxes of
the municipality to supplement welfare ser-
vices. I accept unequivocally that local govern-
ment should be involved in the administration
of welfare services where they are paid for
rightfully by the Commonwealth and the State.

If this clause is implemented it will give an
imprimatur to local councils to see their charter
as being heavily involved in welfare. They may
not necessarily think about who is paying-the
fact that the ratepayer is paying twice-and it
is inequitable for ratepayers to be paying twice
for a welfare service which the municipality
may wish to take on. This is not a matter of
autonomy, but of responsibility and the charter
of local government and how broad we wish to
make it. I ask the Minister whether he is intent
on legitimising what local authorities are doing
and have been doing for some years. such as
administering State and Federal grants. Then I
suggest he take on board the simple amend-
menit originally proposed which would deal
with the whole situation adequately.

Mr WIESE: I would like to bring the debate
back to the section of the Act to which this
clause refecrs, section 446. The area this comes
under in the parent Act is educational, cultural.
welfare, and recreational facilities. The Act
then goes on to spell out all the powers given to
councils to operate in those areas. Whether we
like it or not welfare is already part of the Act,
and section 446 deals with welfare, as do other
sections.

Like the member for Mt Lawley I am worried
about duplication and triplication of services
by government. Every member of this
Chamber would be worried about that and
would like to see it cease. I do not think that is
the argument to use in trying to restrict local
government or drive it back to the powers
which are presently spell out in the Act. If we
are going to do away with duplication and trip-
lication. the member for Katanning-Roe hit on
the answer, which is to look at the methods by
which local government is presently funded. If
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funds are to be provided for welfare and what-
ever else we are worried about the answer is to
provide the funds and let local government be-
come the provider of services. That would take
the State and Federal Governments out of the
arena of providing those services and leave it
where it belongs.

I believe strongly that local government can
do these jobs, and it is probably the best arm of
government and best positioned to provide
those services. Local government is closest to
the people and that is a factor in determining
what needs there are in welfare. Local govern-
ment is most aware of the needs.

Mr Lewis: But should local government pay
for them?

Mr WIESE: I will come to the question of
payment in a little while. If the funds arc
provided free of tics to local government and
local government becomes aware of problems
and needs because it is closest to the people.
and it sees that need is not filled and the State
and Federal Governments arc not willing to fill
it. I wondcr about the wisdom of precluding
local government from moving into that field.

Mr Laurance: What does Joh think about
this?

Mr WIESE: He has thoughts about all sorts
of things, but I do not know whether he has
been consulted about his views on local govern-
ment. He has been a great believer in listening
to the people at grass roots level , and perhaps
that is something of' which we should all be
taking more notice.

l am not going to support this amendment on
the basis of the autonomy of local government.
because that has been covered. I support the
amendment on the grounds that we should look
at the present Act and the areas in which local
government is already operating. I ask mem-
bers whether the extension of powers into wel-
fare represents a major extension. It has
already been mentioned by almost every
speaker that local government is operating
strongly to provide welfare services.

Section 445 of the Act, which is not the one
we are talking about but which deals with the
same area, details local government powers to
set aside portions of land for use in a whole
range of areas such as child playgrounds, kin-
dergartens. infant health centres, and many
other areas which are spelt out in section 446.

Local government is able to strongly partici-
pate and provide funds and land in those areas.
Section 446 deals with the provision of funds.
We must look at what local government is able

to spend money on. It may provide money for
public halls, agricultural halls, civic centres.
libraries, reading rooms, lifesaving club rooms,
youth club rooms, rooms for education and cul-
tural activities, children's playgrounds.
women's grounds, kindergarten schools and in-
fant health centres. I wonder what "women's
grounds" are, I am not sure where to go to ask.

We are talking about an extension of powers
into the provision of buildings for welfare ser-
vices. I wonder whether it is an extension at all,
because many of the things we are already pro-
viding are welfare buildings. What is a kinder-
garten and an infant health centre if they are not
welfare institutions? Under the Act, we are
already able to operate in welfare areas. This
amendment legalises a situation which is hap-
pening under the present Act.

I refer to other parts of section 446. Is it a
bad thing to operate in the field of welfare
when councils are already able to spend the
ratepayers' money in the areas I have
mentioned? I refer also to the erection and
maintenance of camps, caravan parks and
bungalows for letting and leasing within the
district or to the improvement of recreation
grounds. public reserves, ablution blocks,
dressing rooms, conveniences and other such
amusements as the council thinks desirable.
Councils may take care of all those things now.
I believe the extension of those powers to pro-
vide for welfare services is justified when one
looks at some of the areas in which councils are
already able to act.

It is not surprising that the National Party
has looked at what we are doing and decided
this is not a major extension of the powers of
local government or a major extension of coun-
cils' ability to spend ratepayers' money. When
one looks at the amendments further down in
section 446 to the implementation and coordi-
nation of State and Commonwealth welfare
programmes, members must accept that local
government should be able to do those things.
That is not an extension of our powers. It
merely enables local government to operate
legally and do a job it has been doing for some
time.

I refer to the provision of counselling and
information services. Councils are already
doing those things. I do not believe the pro-
vision of activity, refuge and shelter services.

'chtild and youth care is a major cause for con-
cern for local government. As the answers have
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rolled in from the discussions with councils in
the rural areas we have had no adverse com-
ment to the provision of these powers within
the Act. For those reasons, I cannot oppose the
amendment.

Mr RUSHTON: No member on this side of
the House-Liberal or National-would dis-
agree with the statement that for many years
local government has been objecting to the im-
position of services it has been asked to carry
out without adequate funding. If there were
ever an opportunity to do something about it. it
is now. That is why I oppose this extension of
power. What was the Government's intention?
It was seeking to extend welfare services right
across the board.

The National Party said that the Govern-
ment could accommodate the other amend-
ments but it will not agree to this amendment.
It has made a nonsense of the argument. The
member for Katanning-Roe believes we should
be encouraging local government autonomy. If
he were serious, without playing polities, he
would retain that clause which would give local
government the autonomy he thinks it should
have, It would be totally against what local
government really wants. Local government
wants to be able to do things with adequate
financial support.

The member for Katanning-Roe also said
that local government should be given the op-
portunity to prove that it can deliver the ser-
vice. I have no doubt that local government has
been doing that for years. Local government is
the most efficient body at delivering many wel-
fare services at the front. It has played its pant
in my own area as being the initiator and the
body which encouraged services based on vol-
unteers in its communities. It has been the
biggest contributor to ensuring that welfare ser-
vices are delivered at the least cost to those
who need them. If we destroy that, we destroy a
major part of our community interest in
delivering welfare services. That is the way we
are going because the National Party is backing
down on this issue. We should sort out the
funding arrangements.

The services that need to be delivered can be
delivered without these changes. We should be
determining the funding arrangement that goes
to local government. I have heard my col-
leagues complain about what is happening in re-
spect of the cutback in grants and finance for
local government. Hon. H. W. Cayfer referred
to this when he said his councils are being cut
back on grants. It is not an issue of welfare. We
(1021

should take our stand on the basis that local
government is accepted with regard to deliver-
ing and coordinating welfare services.

The member for Narrogin is a sincere person
and I respect him. He has made a vital contri-
bution to local government. I suggest the ques-
tion is how to sort out the financial arrange-
ment. Now is the time to do it. There should
not be a whittling-away of the authority of local
government.

Since socialist Governments have been in
office many pressures have been put on local
authorities to deliver welfare services. They
have had to live with adult franchise and press-
ure will now be brought to bear on them with
regard to ward boundaries based on one-vote-
one-value which will destroy local government.

It is time we took a stand and said that we
will not put up with this nonsense. Perhaps my
argument will convince members in another
place that it is time we put up the shutters
relating to the destruction of local government.

The real issue is that local authorities have
the power to provide welfare services, but they
do not have the funds.

Mr HOUSE: The issues in this debate have
been thoroughly and succinctly canvassed by
the member for Narrogin who clearly pointed
out that many of these provisions are already in
place and that many councils have been
operating under these provisions for some
time.

Members must remember two things. The
different circumstances of the 139 local
authorities that operate in this State provide a
great diversity of opinion and, therefore, their
needs are based on what is happening in their
areas. We must provide those councils with the
opportunity to provide a service if they need
to.

The most important point which we must
not lose sight of is that people in local govern-
ment are responsible. They have been elected
by their peers and they do a tremendously good
job. They have to face the electors at the ballot
box just as we do and they are judged on the
decisions they make. They have been making
reasonably good decisions for many years- On
occasions they will make wrong decisions just
as we in this place do. By and large local
government has the ability to handle this sort
of responsibility which it will be given by this
Bill.
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Like the member for Narrogin I point out
that we have to give local authorities the
oportunity to prove that they can take on this
greater responsibility. The National Party defi-
nitely supports the amendment.

Question put and
following result-

Dr Alexander
Mrs Beggs
Mr Bertram
Mr Bridge
Mr Bryce
Mr Carr
Mr Cowan
Mr Donovan
Mr Peter Dowding
Dr Gallop
Mr Grill
Mrs Henderson
Mr Gordon Hill
Mr Hodge

Mr Blaikie
Mr Bradshaw
Mr Cash
Mr Court
Mr Grayden
Mr Laurance
Mr Lewis

Ayes
Tom Jones
Thomas
Parker
Pearce
Evans
Brian Burke
Read

a division taken with the

Ayes 27
Mr House
Dr Lawrence
Mr Marlborough
Mr Schell
Mr D. L. Smith
Mr P. i. Smith
Mr Taylor
Mr Troy
Mrs Watkins
Dr Watson
Mr Wiese
Mr Wilson
Mrs Buchanan

Noes 13
Mr MacKinnon
Mr Rushton
Mr Spriggs
Mr Thompson
Mr Wat
Mr Williams

Pairs
Noes

M r Clarko,
Mr Tubby
Mr Crane
Mr Mensaros
Mr Lightfoot
"Mr Trenorden
"Mr Hassell

Question thus passed; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to, subject to the Assembly's
further amendment.

Mr CARR: Amendment No 7 relates to the
payment of allowances to councillors. As I said
earlier. Council's amendments Nos 1, 7. and 8
relate to the same subject. We ha ve already
debated amendment No 1, but this amendment
is the more substantive amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Let us hear the
Minister for Local Government. About 17 con-
versations are taking place and I find it difficult
to hear. I know that the member for Katanning-
Roe is straining his ears.

Mr CARR: When the Legislative Council
passed this amendment I referred it to the Par-
liamentary Counsel, who has come up with
alternative words. He assures me that the
amendment I propose to move means exactly
the same as the Council's amendment, but that

he has sharpened up the drafting a little and
made it consistent with other pants of the Bill. I
move-

That amendment No 7 made by the
Council be agreed to. subject to the follow-
ing further amendment-

To delete the proposed paragraph
(hb) and substitute the following para-
graph-

(hb) pay to a member such reasonable
expenses as are actually incurred
by him in carrying out his duties
or performing his functions as a
member:

When I showed my amendment to the member
for Dale he expressed reservations about the
wording. I said that I would check a number of
things for him. I confirm that the use of the
term '*member" includes a mayor. president.
deputy mayor, or deputy president. lfthe mem-
ber refers to section 6 of the Act, which is the
interpretation section he will read that
-rmember" means mayor, president, or council-
lor of a municipal council.

The member for Dale queried the use of the
words. "as a council may determine from time
to time". I indicated to him that I thought it
was a duplication of words and that the
draftsman had taken them out for that reason.
Section 513 of the Act, which is amended by
this clause, begins. -The council in accordance
with the provisions of this Act may'. Section
513 sets out at length a number of things that
the council may do. I emphasise that we have
already picked up the fact that the council may
determine from time to time and that to have
included the words that the Legislative Council
wanted would have been a duplication. I am
sure that explains the reason the draftsman has
come up with the wording that he or she has.

Mr RUSHTON: I thank the Minister for his
explanation. I think there is still some reser-
vation within the Opposition. I will not restate
the situation, but some of our members have
reservations and would prefer the intent of the
amendment spelt out in the Legislative Coun-
cil. I accept that the Minister has given a
rational answer. Subject to that understanding,
we accept his explanation.

Members in another place put forward this
amendment which spells out very clearly the
general intention of the Opposition. The Minis-
ter brought in an amendment which he says
tidies things up. I do not disagree with that.
The intentions of the Opposition are spelt out
in its amendment. We want there to be no

Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
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doubt that the mayor, the president. the deputy
mayor, and the deputy president arc entitled to
the allowances that the council should pass for
them, But as councillors they should be able to
attract expenses in the same way as other coun-
cillors. The Minister is saying that is protected
in this amendment.

Mr Carr: It is protected.
Mr RUSHTON: I will not argue much

further in this regard, because it is up to the
members in another place to see how they in-
terpret it. Councillors should be able to be
reimbursed for genuine expenses.

A legitimate issue raised by members in
another place was that councillors would find
themselves receiving a set sum which would be
increased from time 10 time by regulation. We
argued that this could finish up being seen as a
salary if the regulation were expanded and ex-
tended. Members in another place have clearly
put before all those interested in this subject
the question of local authority councillors re-
ceiving a payment which they would have to
support to the taxation office. If the allowance
payment were not supported they would pay
tax on it. I congratulate those members for the
work they have done on this issue.

With the reservations I have raised. I will not
openly oppose what the Minister is putting for-
ward, but I will put the warning out that mem-
bers in another place will look at this in greater
detail and it will be coming back if they find it
necessary. After all, this is their amendment.
and I agreed with their amendment. The Minis-
ter has now put forward his change to tidy up
the issue, having regard to other sections in the
Act which will accommodate the same situ-
ation.

I thank the Minister for his courtesy in mak-
ing available to me the various amendments
throughout the day. I have only one regret, and
that is that I think we are going down the wrong
path on welfare. It will cost ratepayers dearly.

Mr HOUSE: The National Party supports
this amendment in principle. Councillors
should not be paid as such, but it is necessary
that they be reimbursed reasonable expenses.
We went over that argument in the House. and
it does not need enlargement.

l ask the Minister to clarify his amendment. I
do not want to have any requirement on coun-
cils to reimburse their councillors as opposed
to their being able to do so. Reading this
amendment as it is drafted, it seems to me that
it could be construed as imposing a require-
ment on councils to pay. This is something

which the Opposit ion does not want to see hap-
pen. I want it to be made clear that there is no
requirement, but rather a provision to do so if
the council elects to want to do so.

Mr CASH: Before Ihe Minister responds. I
want to support the comments of the member
for Dale, because I know the members of my
party considered very deeply the question of
whether counciltors should be paid or whether
they should be entitled to receive by way of
reimbursement any expenses incurred in the
carrying out of their council duties. It was the
view of my fellow members-admittedly in
another place-that the wording should be
clear and include a mayor, president, deputy
president. or deputy mayor. These persons
should always be entitled to reimbursement of
such expenses of an actual or reasonable nature
incurred in the course of performing whatever
duty the council may determine from time to
time.

The M inister has said that section 530 covers
part of this amendment, and I accept that, but
it should be recorded very clearly that one does
have to go back almost I I/ pages in the Act to
see and read the i nterpretation of section 513. I
take the Minister's point, but members in
another place wanted it absolutely understood
that this should not restrict a mayor. a deputy
mayor. a president, or a deputy president from
receiving reimbursement, and additionally re-
ceiving an allowance under section 530 of the
Act.

The Minister is nodding to me, and I think
he acknowledges that section 530 remains as it
was before, and that it is still incumbent on a
council to pay those allowances if it sees fit. It
is important that that be clarified or recorded
in Hansard, because as 1 move throughout the
country and metropolitan areas of this State
and speak to members of local government, the
point which keeps being made to me on the
question of whether councillors should be paid
is that councillors are not really looking for
payment as such for their time: they are looking
for reimbursement of all expenses that they
might incur in their council activities.

That is a fair situation. If someone from the
Wiluna area is required to ring Perth on a
council matter, the costs involved in that call
may be fairly substantial. In the past it has not
been possible to claim the various telephone
calls, only the telephone rental, and many
members have found that part of the Act to
impose a financial burden.
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As to petrol, there is no question that some
councils currently pay travel allowances to
members. but they tend to restrict those travel
allowances to a certain number of dollars per
month. This amendment will clearly allow the
councillor to legalise reimbursement for all of
the costs he incurs in carrying out the council's
activities, and I think this is fair and reason-
able.

I do not think it is unreasonable for a coun-cillor to recover his costs. We receive from our
cou ncillors in ibis State a tremendous amount
of support. advice, and general expertise in
their areas. and it is incumbent on the legis-
lation to allow their councils to reimburse them
for costs expended by way of their council ac-
ti vit ics.

I support the amendment, with those qualifi-
rations.

Mr CARR: There were two specific queries
raised that 1 need to answer. First of all, the
member for Katanning-Roc asked for an assur-
ance that all that we are providing here is for a
council to be able to pay an allowance, as dis-
tinct from a mandatory allowance. I repeat
very strongly that it is very clear that what we
are amending is subsection 513 (1) of the Act.
which starts-

A council, in accordance with the pro-
visions of this Act. may.. .

It then lists paragraphs (a) to (bb). and (hb) is
the one we are referring to. So it would read-

A council, in accordance with the pro-
visions of this Act. may-

hb) pay to a member such reasonable
expenses...

So that is very clear. There is no requirement. it
is simply an option-an enabling provision-
available to the council.

The second query was from the member for
Mt Lawley and related to section 530 of the
Act, or clause 26 of the Bill. That is covered in
the Legislative Council's amendment No S. and
removes the provision which was in the Bill
which would have taken away an entertain-
ment allowance from mayors. I agree to
amendment No 8. so in fact we will revert to
the existing provisions of section 530 of the
Act.

M r Cash: Thank you.

Question put and passed, the Council's
amendment agreed to, subject to the Assembly's
further amendment.

Mr CARR: Legislative Council's amendment
No 8 has been discussed already. I move-

That amendment No 8 made by the
Council be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agireed to.

Report
Resolutions reported, the report adopted.

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

SHEEP LICE ERADICATiON FUND BILL

Returned

Bill returned from the Council with amend-
men ts.

('ouncil .s A mncndine'n.s.- It? Commiitte

The Chairman of Committees'(Mr Burkett)
in the Chair:, Mr Grill (Minister for
Agriculture) in charge of the Bill.

The amendments made by the Council were
as follows-

No 1.
Clause 10-

Page 4. lines 5 to 9-To delete the
passage commencing with "A" and
ending with "dealer:" and substitute
the following-

A dealer shall furnish to the
Commissioner of State Taxation
not later than 31 August of each
year or such later time as is ap-
proved by the Commissioner of
State Taxation such information
as is available to the dealer and
recorded by him in the normal
course of his business relating
to-
(a) the name and addrcss of

every wool grower who in the
previous financial year
delivered one or more bales
of wool to the dealer and the
number of bales so delivered:.

No 2.
Page 4, line 17-To delete 'a return"

and substitute the following-
the information required

Mr G RILL: I move-
That amendment Nos I and 2 made by

the CouncilI be agreed to.
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I believe that this amendment should be agreed
to. It cuts down red tape and provides for a
situation where private wool treaty merchants
who purchase a bale of wool for cash are not
requested under the provisions of the Bill be-
fore us to provide any information over and
above that which they would normally record.

The private treaty merchants sent a del-
egation to the Government in respect of the
Bill. They requested that the Dill be amended
in the way in which it has been amended in the
other place, and in which I hope it will be
amended here. I do not want to go into the
amendments in detail. I understand the Oppo-
sition has been well briefed on the amendment
and that it agrees with it.

I commend the amendments to the
Chamber.

Mr LAURANCE: The member for
Greenough has handled this matter on behalf
of the Opposition previously, but he is engaged
in his electorate today. However. I have made
some checks and understand that the situation
is as the Minister has outlined: that is. that this
amendment is the result of a request from the
indlustr. We are quite happy to see the amend-
ments proceed and will give them our support.

Mr WIESE: The National Party adds its con-
currence to the amendment. I congratulate the
Minister-which is a change from the other
night when we were throwing a few brickbats
around-on the fact that he has gone into
much consultation with the industry and with
the brokers and dealers in coming up with the
amendment before us tonight. I think that is
excellent and I hope the Minister will continue
to consult and work with all sections of the
wool industry.

The time for action really starts once the Bill
is passed. It will be essential that the process of
setting up the local committees and getting all
the woolgrowers working alongside the com-
mittees should happen, and happen in a very
dlefinite and strong way with great support
from the lice eradication committee.

I am happy to accept the amendment before
the Chamber.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments agreed to.

Report

Resolution reported, the report adopted, and
a message accordingly returned to the Council.

BILLS (13): ASSENT
Messages from the Governor received and

read notifying assent to the following Bills-
I * Mining Amendment Bill.
2. Salaries and Allowances Amendment

Bill.
3. Western Australian Marine Amend-

ment Bill.
4. Government Railways Amendment

Bill.
5. Supcrannuation and Family Benefits

Amendment Bill.
6. Censorship of Films Amendment Bill.
7. Family Court Amendment Bill.
8. Valuation of Land Amendment Bill.
9. Workers' Compensation and Assistance

Amendment Bill.
10. Waterfront Workers (Compensation for

Asbestos Related Diseases) Amend-
ment Bill.

11. Dog Amendment Bill.
1 2. Acts Amendment (Water Authority

Rates and Charges) Bill.
13. Government Employees Superan-

nuation Bill.

BILLS (12): RETURNED
1. Pigment Factory (Australind) Agree-

ment Amendment Bill.
2. Iron Ore (H-amersicy Range) Agreement

Amendment Bill.
3. Iron Ore (Mount Bruce) Agreement

Amendment Bill.
4.
5.
6.

Liquor Amendment Bill.
Stamp Amendment Bill.
Technology Development Amendment

Bill.
7. Financial Institutions Duty Amend-

ment Bill.
8. State Energy Commission Amendment

Bill.
9. Metropolitan Market Amendment Bill.

10. Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Amendment Bill.

IL. Supply Bill.
12. Treasurer's Advance Authorization Bill.

Bills returned from the Council without
amendment.

BUSINESS FRANCHISE (TOBACCO)
AMENDMENT BILL

Council's Message
Message from the Council received and read

notifying that it did not insist on its amend-
ments Nos 5 and 6 to which the Assembly had
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disagreed, and that it had agreed to the amend-
menit made by (lie Assembly to amendment No
It.

IQueslions taken.j
Sitting suspended fron 6. 01 to 9.15 pin

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH. SAFETY AND
WELFARE AMENDMENT BILL

C'ouncils message
Message from the Council received and read

notifying that it did not insist on its amend-
ment No 10 to which the Assembly had
disagreed.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENT
BILL

Couoncils Alessage
Message from the Council received and read

notifying that it had agreed to the further
amendments made by the Assembly to the
Council's amendments Nos 1. 2. 6 and 7.

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW AND ADVISORY
COMMIlTTEE REPEAL BILL

Second Reading
MR PETER DOWDING (Maylands-Min-

ister for Works and Services) [9.18 pmn]: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The purpose of ihe Bill is to repeal the Legislat-
ive Review and Advisory Committee Act. The
repeal of the Act is to come into operation from
a day to be fixed by proclamation.

The committee was established in 1978 fol-
lowing the enactment of the Legislative Review
and Advisory Committee Act 1976. Its func-
tions are to review subordinate legislation and
to investigate and report on other legislation
which may be referred to it. Since it was estab-
lished, the committee has drawn the attention
of Parliament to regulations on a number of
occasions. but I am not aware or' any action
that was taken as a result.

That is not in any way a reflection on the
quality of the committee's work, which has
always been of a very high standard. Nor in-
deed does it indicate that the work of the com-
mittee was entirely without effect. The very
existence of the committee encouraged much
closer attention to the formulation of subordi-
nate legislation. and its advice was sought quite
regularly before the enactment of regulations to
ensure that these met proper standards. The
drafting of local government by-laws was also
greatly assisted in this way.

The committee comprises three members.
and is at present staffed by a part-time execu-
tive officer. The estimated cost of the Legislat-
ive Review and Advisory Committee in 1985-
86 was $46 000. In August 1983 the Legislative
Council appointed a Select Committee on
Committees, and this reported in September
1985. The Select Committee recommended
that the Council establish a Standing Com-
mittee to be charged with consideration of
regulations subject to disallowance and con-
sideration of subsidiary legislation.

As members will be aware, the Government
has moved instead for the establishment of a
joint Standing Committee of both Houses for
that purpose. The Attorney General has given
an undertaking that this Bill will not be
proclaimed until the joint Standing Committee
has been established. Both by that means and
by the attention of individual members to rel-
evant material, the primary responsibility for
reviewing subordinate legislation will return to
the Parliament itself. That is as it should be.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Laurance (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).
[Further questions taken.j

STAFF
Retirement

MR BRYCE (Ascot-Deputy Premier) [9.37
pm]): Just before my colleague, the Acting
Leader of the House. moves to adjourn the
House I would like to take this opportunity on
behalf of the members of the Legislative As-
sembly to say to George Hargadon-known to
many of us as George at George's door in the
south entrance of the Parliament-who will be
retiring before the House resumes in
September. that we have appreciated his ser-
vices to the Parliament. We would particularly
like to wish him a very healthy and happy re-
t iremrerit.

George started his employment with the Par-
liament in 1969 and commenced in the dining
room as a steward. He was promoted to assist-
ant barman and then to barman. He became an
attendant to the Legislative Assembly and is
currently employed as the Joint House Com-
mittee's security officer. It is in that capacity
that most of us have got to know George as the
first point of contact at the southern entrance
to the building where most members of Parlia-
ment enter when we are here to do business.
George is the first face we meet as we walk in,
and he is responsible for security at that en-
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trance to the building. He has done a superb
job. He is the sort of person who provides re-
liability as a security officer and friendliness to
the members of the public who enter the wrong
door and often have to be guided to the more
appropriate entrance into the building. Gcorge
has had to handle numerous situations like
that, and has presented a great face to the pub-
lic on behalf of the Parliament.

On behalf of members of this House-as
George has been employed by the Legislative
Assembly since 1969-we hope he and his wife
Vida enjoy his retirement. George has been
known to say to a very reliable source-the
most reliable source that we can track down-
that in his retirement he intends to travel to the
eastern States and will spend a good deal of
time visiting friends and relatives but, in his
own words, will take it easy from the traumas
of politics. We all wish him a jolly, healthy.happy, and long retirement from his position
and responsibilities at Parliament House.

Members: Hear, hear!

MR MacKINNON (Murdoch-Leader of
the Opposition) [9.40 pm): I have great
pleasure on behalf of the Opposition in endors-
ing totally the comments of the Deputy
Premier in respect of George Hargadon and his
imminent retirement.

As the Deputy Premier indicated. George.
like Alan Harding on the front door, has been a
very loyal servant of the Parliament and has
put on a good face in terms of the public profile
of this Parliament. I think he has handled the
position he has filled in the last few years with
great aplomb. We will miss George and Alan
and their happy faces. It never ceases to amaze
me that when we leave this place, say, at 6.30
am George is still there, yet when we come
back at 9.00 am or 9.30 am he is there then as
well. I do not know whether he has a bed there.
but he and the other staff like him in this place
have to put up with some tremendous hours.
particularly towards the end of the session.
George has never done that with a grizzle or a
groan: he has always done it with a smilIing face
and seemingly to me with a great loyalty.

We have appreciated that and George's long
and loyal service. We have also appreciated the
manner in which he has treated members from
all sides of the Parliament without fear or
favour and in a totally friendly and fair way. To
George and to his wife. Vida. we wish a very
happy retirement. Whether George's travels

take him to the Eastern States or overseas, let
us hope he takes the opportunity to come back
here and renew old acquaintances. Good luck!

MR COWAN (Merredin-Leader of the
National Party) [9.42 pm]: I am very pleased to
be able to join with the Deputy Premier and
the Leader of the Opposition in wishing George
all the very best in his retirement.

Members of the National Party often arrive
here very early in the morning after travelling
great distances. Generally, unlike some mem-
bers of Parliament. we arc not terribly cheerful
when we walk through the south entrance. In-
variably when we walk out of it. there are very
few cheerful people. However. National Party
members generally have a long way to travel
and tend to get here in the morning rather un-
comfortable and tired and without a great deal
to say. It is very pleasant to meet someone at
the south entrance who invariably is cheerful
and greets us at the door.

One of my colleagues in the other place has
always made the comment that whenever one
wants to know what is going on in this place.
one does not ask the Leader of the Opposition,
the Leader of the House or even the Speaker or
the clerks: one asks the person at the south
entrance or the gardeners, because generally
they tend to know. Invariably if one asked
George. one knew when the House was going to
get up and what was going to happen. It took
me a long time to work it out and I only did so
when I became one of those privileged few to
have access to a Government vehicle, inas-
much as George manages to arrange for all the
drivers to be present' when the Ministers want
to go home. They. of course, have knowledge of
when the House is likely to rise.

On behalf of the National Party I say to
George: All the very best during your period of
retirement. We will be very disappointed in-
deed if you do not exercise your right to come
back to the Parliament and enjoy a quiet beer
with some of those people that you have served
so well and so long in this place.

MR BRlYCE (Ascot-Deputy Premier) [9.44
pm]: It is most unusual that I should forget
anything, but I did. I think it is worth making
the point that George has actually been here
longer than most of the members of this House.

George has been here since 1969 and only
the members for Dale and South Perth. and a
very small number of others, have been here
longer than that. We are all "Johnnies-come
lately" in that sense. There are very few of us
who will ever leave this place in the sure and
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certain knowledge that any facet of this insti-
tution will be in any way directly related to us
as individuals. George is one of the fcw people
I know who will actually enjoy that privilege
since many of us refer to that particular door
when someone is chasing us. wanting to know
where it is they are to meet us and when we are
going to leave. because then wc say. "At
George's door." For a long time to come many
of us will refer to the southern entrance as
"George's door"-cerainly long after George
has gone, Good luck George.

ADJOURNMENT OFTHE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

On motion by Mr Carr (Minister for Local
Government) resolved-

That the House at its rising adjourn until
a date and time to be fixed by Mr Speaker.

House adjourned at 9.45 pin
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

COMM U NITY SERV ICES
Villa Maria H-omnes: Inquiryv

1386. Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for
Health:
(1) On what dates did he receive requests

for an inquiry into Villa Maria
Homes, its administration, or its oper-
at ions?

(2) Who made the requests and what was
his response?

(3) What action did he take as a result of
the requests?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) (a) 10ODecember [986;

(b) 21 January 1987.
(2) I am not prepared to breach the

confidentiality of the complainants.
The complaints were investigated and
the complainants advised of the re-
suits.

(3) No action was required.

PASTORAL LEASES
Aboriginal Groups' Map

1387. Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) Would he provide a map showing land

held in the State's pastoral areas for
Aboriginal people by either State or
Commonwealth bodies?

(2) Would he give details by providing
maps showing excisions sought by Ab-
original people?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) I table a map showing all Aboriginal

reserves greater in area than 40 hec-
tares as at April 1987.

(2) 1 refer the member to the answer 10
question 715.

(See paper No 25 1)

LAND
Lease: Kununurra Progress Association

1388- Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) Has the Government made any de-

cision to review the price of $ 140 000
for Kununurra Lot 604 leased from

his department to the Kununurra
Progress Association, which is desir-
ous of obtaining freehold title?

(2) Further to (1), With the association
owning adjoining Kununurra Lot 603
which was freeholded by his depart-
ment in October 1978 for a total cost
inclusive of fees for $3 004, what has
been the reason for$ SI37 000 increase
in value for land of approximately the
same area?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) As the Kununurra Progress Associ-
ation does not have sufficient funds to
proceed with the freehold conversion
of Kununurra Lot 604, 1 have ap-
proached the Shire of Wyndham-East
Kimberley with the suggestion that the
land be reserved and vested in the
shire with power to lease. A response
is awaited, but if vesting is accepted.
the shire could set a rental, if any.
which is commensurate with the as-
sociation's ability to pay.

(2) The unimproved market valuation for
Kununurra Lot 604 was furnished by
the Valuer General's office, and any
questions regarding the reason or
method of such valuation should be
directed to the Minister responsible
for that office.

HOSPITALS

Osborne Park and Wannerco: Medical
Superintendent

1389. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Who is the medical superintendent
appointed at the Osborne Park and
Wanneroo Hospitals to oversee more
surgery being carried out at these hos-
pitals to reduce the load at the teach-
ing hospitals?

(2) When was this medical superintend-
ent appointed?

(3) When will the appointment be
reviewed to assess the merits?

MrTAYLOR replied:

I will advise the member in writing.
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FOR ESTS

'rlrmillaria hlwsbutbalina -- EITecls

1390. Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:.

(1) What is the effect, if any. of Armillaria
hIuesbuobalina on the State's forest
areas?

(2) When was this fungus First discovered,
and would he indicate any extent?

(3) Does his department consider it
necessary to have any form of control
measures, and if so would he indicate?

Mr HODGE replied:

(I) Arnhllaria infections have led to
isolated deaths of. niarri, wandoo.
karri, and to lesser extent jarrah.

(2) The fungus is considered to be en-
demic. It is present throughout the
whole forest area.

(3) No control measures are considered
warranted. Infections are monitored
regularly.

LAND RESERVE

No 16400:- Quarrting

1391. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:

(1) Is he aware the Reserve No 16400
near Kwolyin has been pegged for the
purpose of quarrying granite?

(2) Has the Department of Conservation
and Land Management expressed any
interest in commenting upon or
object ing to t he proposal?

(3) What steps has the department taken
to determine the opinions of people in
the Kwolyin areas?

Mr HOQDGE replied:

(1) No.

(2) No. The application has not bcen re-
ferred to CALM. The area in question
is in fact Water Reserve No 35598,
and CALM is not responsible for its
management.

(3) Not applicable.

FIREARMS ACT
A mendincni

1392. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services:
(1) I s he aware of conce rn bei ng ex pressed

by the Firearm Traders Association of
Western Australia of the need for vari-
ous amendments to the Firearms Act?

(2) Is it intended to introduce amend-
ments to the Firearms Act reflecting
the concern of members of the Fire-
arm Traders Association in the next
session of Parliament?

(3) Will he meet with representatives of
the Firearm Traders Association to
discuss suggestions for amendments to
the Firearms Act?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) and (3) I am aware that the Firearm

Traders Association of Western
Australia holds certain views in re-
spect of the Firearms Act, and I will be
happy to meet with that or any other
association.

(2) Not known.

HOUSING
Govern ment Et nplo~vees: Northain

1393. M r TRENOR DEN. to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) How many new State Government

employee houses have been requested
for Northam for the next financial
year?

(2) Which departments have made re-
quests. and in what numbers?

(3) When will the budget numbers be re-
leased?

M r W ILSO N repl ied:
(I)
(2)

13
Agriculture Department- I
Department for Community Ser-

vices-I1
Crown Law Department-2
Education Department- I
Health Departrnent-3
Police Department-2
Department for Regional Develop-

ment and The North West- I
Tourism Commission-I
Water Authority- I
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(3) After the State Budget is brought
down later this year.

HOUSING
Government Ernplot'ees: Norihain

1394. Mr TRENOR DEN. to the Minister for
Water Resources:
(1) Has housing been found in Northam

for the new administration staff with-
out upsetting housing arrangements
for existing staff

(2) Is housing a problem for the Water
Authority in Northam?

(3) If so. what action does he intend to
take to rectify the problem?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) Satisfactory arrangements have been

made for the provision of appropriate
housing for Water Authority staff in
Northam.

(3) Not applicable.

HOUSING
Government Emnploy'ees: Norihain

1395. Mr TRENORDEN. io the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:
(1) Has the Police Department requested

any Government housing to be built
in Northam in the next financial year?

(2) Is he aware that police personnel with
families are unable to find suitable ac-
commodation in Northam?

(3) Does he think that housing for the
police in Northamn is urgently
required?

MrGORDON HILL replied:
(1) to (3) While all police personnel in

Northam are adequately housed, it is
acknowledged some of the accommo-
dation is old or not ideally located. It
will be upgraded or replaced as funds
become available.

MULTICULTURAL AND ETHNIC
AFFAIRS

Business Mligration Prograinime: Initiatives
1396. Dr GALLOP, to the Minister for

Industry and Technology:
What initiatives has the State Govern-
ment undertaken to ensure that West-
ern Australia attracts a sufficient num-

ber of overseas business migrants
under the Commonwealth Govern-
ment's business migration pro-
gramme?

Mr BRYCE replied:
The State Government whole-
heartedly supports the Common-
wealth's business migration pro-
gramme, which offers successful busi-
ness people the opportunity to settle
permanently in Australia if. in ad-
dition to meeting the normal mi-
gration requirements of health and
character, they can contribute busi-
ness expertise. capital, and experience
which will benefit Australia.
To ensure that, the various arms of
Government in Western Australia
adopted a -common approach to the
business migration programme; and to
ensure that efficient communication
occurred between them, the State
Government business migration
coordinating committee was estab-
lished.
Western Australia has now become
the second most popular choice for
business migrants wanting to establish
businesses in Australia. behind New
South Wales and ahead of all the other
States on a per capita basis.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Ikeatv Engineering: Government Assistance

1397. Dr GALLOP, to the Minister for
Industr and Technology:

What success has local industry ex-
periecd in accessing the Federal
Government's heavy engineering as-
sistance and development pro-
gramme?

Mr BRYCE replied:
The Government is pleased with the
considerable success local companies
have experienced in accessing the Fed-
eral Government's heavy engineering
assistance and development pro-
gramme-HEAP. One of the main
reasons for the success of local
companies was that, prior to the an-
nouncement of the programme, the
Department of Industrial Develop-
ment had already completed its metal
trades sector survey and other surveys
such as casting and forging, agricul-
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tural machinery and equipment, and
shipbuilding and ship repair, which
provided a detailed insight into the lo-
cal heavy engineering sector. This fac-
tor enabled the department to have its
strategies well advanced when the plan
was formally annou need.

Another factor is, of course. the tri par-
tite nature of programme develop-
ment and implementation.

Thirty local heavy engineering
companies have been placed on the
heavy engineering board's designated
list. Of these, 23 companies have sub-
mitted proposals for assistance under
the programme. and nine have
received approval to date.

A Western Australian company was
the first company in Australia to re-
ceive approval by the board for assist-
ance under the programme.

The Department of Industrial Devel-
opment is continuing to assist ad-
ditional companies to be included on
the designated list and assist
designated companies to develop pro-
posals for assistance under the pro-
gram me.

Furthermore, the continuation of the
successful operation of programmes
such as HEAP will help lead to a
stronger more diversified manufactur-
ing base for Western Australia, with
better prospects for growth and an im-
provement in export performance.

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY CENTRE

Purpose

1398. Dr GALLOP, to the Minister for
Industry and Technology:

(1) What is the purpose of the Industrial
Technology Centre?

(2) What assistance, if any, has the
Government given to its implemen-
tation?

Mr BRYCE replied:

I will reply to the member in writing.

MINING EQUIPMENT INDUSTRY
Govern ment Assistance

1399. Dr GALLOP, to the Minister for
Industry and Technology:

What Government support, if any,
does the mining equipment industry
receive to enable it to boost export
activity?

Mr BRYCE replied:
One of the objectives of Government
policy is to facilitate the development
and growth of a competitive mining
machinery and equipment manufac-
Luring industry in Western Australia.
The Department of Industrial Devel-
opment commissioned a study in
November 1985 aimed at identifying
areas of possible expansion for the in-
dustry both in Australia and overseas.
Direct State Government support to
industry members to offset travel and
marketing promotion expenses is
already available under the State
Government's export market support
scheme and industry export consult-
ant scheme.
The Government will co-fund appro-
priate market feasibility studies for
selected companies in the industry to
enable them to adequately investigate
new market potential for their
products.
Eight local mining machinery and
equipment manufacturers attended
the International Mining Show in Las
Vegas in October 1 986. They received
assistance under the export market
support scheme.
Twenty-three Western Australian
mining equipment manufacturers will
be exhibiting at AIM EX 87. to be held
at the Sydney Showgrounds between 6
and I I July 1987. Thirty per cent of
direct costs. including airfares, stand
space costs, and an industry group
brochure, will be provided by the
Government.
The State Government will be
sponsoring a trip by purchasing execu-
tives from Ok Tedi and Bouganville
Copper to Western Australia to visit
local mining equipment manufac-
turers to assess potential for export to
Papua New Guinea.

3244



[Tuesday, 30 June 1987]124

BIOTECHNOLOGY CHAIR

Murdoclh University

1400. Dr GALLOP. to the Minister for
Industry and Technology:

What was the nature and extent of
Government support for the establish-
ment of a chair of biotechnology at
Murdoch University?

Mr BRYCE replied:

The biotechnology industry in West-
ern Australia is one of those targeted
for development by the Ministr of
Industry and Technology. In order to
support such development, a teaching
and research programme has been es-
tablished at Murdoch University.
Funds for the establishment of that
programme will be made by the State
Govern ment. primarily to pay the
salaries of a professor of biotech-
nology and his support staff.

The contribution by the State Govern-
ment is expected to be $320000 per
annum for the next four years. and
this is expected to constitute no more
than half of the funds required to es-
tablish the chair of biotechnology.

NIPPON TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE
CORPORATION

Got-erninen: Agreemient

1401. Dr GALLOP. to the Minister for
Industry and Technology:

What is the basis of the Government's
agreement with the Nippon Telegraph
and Telephone Corporation made in
1983?

Mr B3RYCE replied:

The basis of the Government's agree-
ment with Nippon Telegraph and
Telephone Corporation is one of
broad technological cooperation. To
date ihis agreement has resulted in the
following activities-

two postgraduate students from
Western Australia were hosted for
three months by NT'T research
laboratories in Tokyo in order to
provide extensive experience in
VLSI design:,

an engineer from NTT spent
three months in Western
Australia developing a research
report on telecommunications in
Western Australia;

NTT and the State Government
are currently discussing the possi-
bility of NTT providing material
for the science and technology
discovery centre.

Other ventures are under preliminary
discussion.

TECHNOLOGY

El-ecironics indus: ry A.ssocia tions

1402. Dr GALLOP, to the Minister for
Industry and Technology:

Is the Government aware of the large
number of industry associations
within the information and electronics
industries, and what is it doing to pro-
mote and ensure effective communi-
cations?

Mr BRYCE replied:

Yes. A study implemented by the De-
partment of Industrial Development
in 1986 revealed 33 industry associ-
ations of which 18 State and national
organisations were of significance in
the information and electronics indus-
try sector.

I called For a meeting to be held to
discuss closer cooperation between the
various associations, and to address
the issue of possible mergers between
appropriate groups. Sixteen of the 18
organisationts referred to were
represented at a meeting in February
1987. and all supported the concept of
greater contact with each other. A
number of organisations are now
known to be pursuing the formation of
a single core association in Western
Australia.

The Department of Industrial Devel-
opment is actively assisting and
facilitating the ongoing discussions be-
tween the various groups in their at-
tempts to attain this desired goal.
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TECHNOLOGY

Manager Education

1403. Dr GALLOP. to the Minister for
Industry and Technology:

Has the Govern ment taken any action
to determine the resources available to
meet the need for manager education
in respect of technology?

Mr BRYCE replied:

This Government has focused a great
deal of attention on drawing infor-
mation tech nology-IT-i nto the
mainstream of organisational manage-
ment. To assist in this process, the De-
partment of Computing and Infor-
mation Tech nology-DOCI T-has
embarked on a programme of manage-
ment seminars aimed at raising public
Sector managers' awareness and
understanding of their role in IT.

These seminars, which have been
attended by nearly 400 public sector
managers and 45 chief executive
officers, have included the following
topics-

management's role in managing
IT:

implementing IT in a large organ-
isat ion:

corporate IT planning:

human factors:

managing IT-he executive as a
change agent-a series of nine
seminars jointly sponsored by
DOCIT and the Public Service
Board.

In addition to the above, DOCIT has
recently completed an IT human re-
source development plan which ident-
itfies the WA Government's need for
IT personnel over the next five years
and recommends strategies to over-
come any significant areas of concern.

DOCIT will continue to assist public
sector agencies with ongoing training
and development consulting activities
in the area of information technology.

FOR ESTS
Production Costs

1404, Mr RUSHTON. to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) Further to question 1077 of 1987. do

costs of producing well-managed and
productive forest stands equal the
costs of producing actual forest
stands?

(2) If no. what is the difference in costs
between well-managed and productive
forest stands and actual forest stands?

Mr HODGE replied:.
(1) Yes,
(2) Not applicable.

LAND RESERVE
Lane-Poole: Conservation and Recreation

Zones
1405. Mr RUSH-TON. to the Minister for

Conservation and Land Management:
As maps provided with the draft lim-
ber strategy indicate it is proposed to
delete portion of the Lane-Poole Re-
serve conservation and recreation
zones near the Tumlo plantation, will
he explain the reason for the proposed
deletion of the areas from Lane-Poole
Reserve?

Mr HODGE replied:
The member is referred to my reply to
question 1078 (2) of 28 May 1987
when I stated, "No land has been de-
leted from the Lane-Poole Reserve."*
There was a minor cartographical er-
ror during the preparation of the map
attached to the draft timber strategy
document. The map in the draft
northern and central forest regional
management plans portrays the cor-
rect boundaries of the Lane-Poole Re-
serve.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Domnestic Violence Task F-orce:

Recommendations
1406. MrTRENORDEN, to the Minister for

Women's Interests:
Can he advise in general terms what
progress has been made in considering
and/or implementing the recoin-
mendations of the task force inquiring
into domestic violence?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The Government has recently
announced a two-year programme to
increase the community services avail-
able for dealing with domestic viol-
ence. This programme has arisen from
the task force's inquiry into domestic
violence and its recommendations.
The measures to be introduced in-
dlude-

The establishment of a
coordinating committee to over-
see the implementation of
recom mendat ions;
new broad-based training pro-
grammes for professional staff:
the preparation of a handbook on
restraining orders;
encouragement of the establish-
ment of self-help groups for the
victims of domestic violence and
their families
the establishment of counselling
services for the victims of dom-
estic violence and the investi-
gation of the establishment of a
counselling service for violent
men:
a review of the procedures for
obtaining and implementing
restraining orders;
the development of services for
rural families where domestic vi-
olence has occurred:
further study of the desirability of
establishing access centres and
supervised access to children for
separated parents.

WILDLIFE
Yelloit'-llowcred Mcn~ies Banksia: Stats

1407. Mr MENSAROS. to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) Is the yellow-flowered Menzies

banksia a rare and endangered plant
as reported in the Suibiaco Post on 5
May 1987?

(2) Is he aware that this plant grows only
in Bold Park?

(3) Will Bold Park, and if so. what pant of
it. be brought under such statutory re-
serve status which would ensure ad-
equate protection of this flower?

(4) If so. what reserve status will be
proposed?

(5) If not. why not?
Mr HODGE replied:
(1) The yellow flowered Menzies banksia

is only a colour variant of the wide-
spread and common Menzies banksia.
It is not a rare and endangered plant.

(2) The form occurs, albeit uncommonly.
throughout the natural range of
Menzies banksia.

(3) to (5) Not applicable.

PACIEXPO
Governmnent Support

1408. Mr MacKINNON. to the Minister for
Transport:

When can I expect an answer to ques-
tion 304 referred to him by the
Premier on Tuesday, 7 April 1987?

Mr TROY replied:
I refer the member to my response to
question 1373.

BUILDING MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY
Finplovees: Contract

1409. Mr MacKINNON. to the Minister for
Works and Services:

How many previous employees of the
Public Works Department or the
Building Management Authority are
currently employed on a contract basis
with the Building Mangement Auth-
ority?

M r PETER DOWDING replied:
I am not aware of any such positions.
but will initiate inquiries and advise
the member by letter.

TRANSPORT
A irport: Derby'

1410. Mr COURT. to the Minister for The
North West:
(1) When will the new airport at Derby be

officially opened?
(2) Will the commercial airlines use the

new airport?
(3) Who will use the old airport?
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(4) What businesses will have to relocate
from the old to the new airport, and
will they be given any assistance with
this relocation?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
This question has been referred to the
Minister for Transport, and he will
answer the question in writing.

FORESTS
Lang ScienlificStudyi Alanageinen Priority

A rea
1411. Mr RUSH-TON, to the Minister for

Conservation and Land Management:
(1) In relation to the Lang scientific study

management priority area of 6 500
hectares south cast of J arrahdale,
which the former Forests Department
set aside in 1977 for the "long-term
study of the spread of dieback disease
in the absence of human inter-
ferenice", is the area to be handed over
for wood production under the De-
partment of Conservation and Land
Management's draft forest manage-
ment plans?

(2) If yes. why?
(3) Is any long-term scientific study on

the spread of dieback in the absence of
human interference being carried out
elsewhere in the-
(a) jarrah forest:
(b) karri forest?

(4) Does the Department of Conservation
and Land Management have any re-
sults from-
(a) the Lang dieback spread study:
(b) other studies of the spread of

dieback in the absence of human
interference?-

(5) If yes to (4), would he please table
them?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) No. The land use for Lang block has

been changed in the draft northern re-
gion plan from scientific study to pro-
tection. Wood production is a con-
ditional operation in protection forest
but will not be contemplated until the
objectives of the study have been
fulfilled.

(2) Scientific study was considered an in-
appropriate designation as a land use.

A scientific study can be carried out
on any land use. When it does, the
requirements of the study take
precedence over the land use desig-
nation for the period of the study.

(3) (a) Yes, small plots established in
1967 to determine natural spread
of dieback infection have been
monitored regularly:

(b) no:
(4) (a) The study is of a long-term

nature, and further monitoring
will be required before a con-
cl usion can be drawn:

(b) yes.
(5) The information is tabled.

(See paper No. 252).

SEWERAGE TREATMENT PLANT
Westfield

1412. Mr RUSHTON. to the Minister
Health:

for

(1) Is he aware the City of Armadale op-
poses the siting of the waste disposal
plant at Westfield?

(2) Is he aware
Forrestdale.
Forrestdale Pr4
poses the siti
Westfield?

the community
represented by
ogress Association.
ing of this plant

of
the
op-
at

(3) Is he further aware the sewerage treat-
ment plant on the Westfield site
ceased operations in December 1986
because it had been found that this
location was unsuitable for the con-
tinuance of sewerage treatment and
waste disposal?

(4) Is he also aware of a decision pre-
viously taken, based on professional
advice, that reticulated City of
Armadale sewerage should be connec-
ted to the mains system for health
reasons?

(5) Is it now intended to receive the
sewerage waste at the Westfield site
for a short period to meet an emerg-
ency?

(6) What alternatives are being looked at
for the disposal of sewerage waste?

(7) If it is presently intended that the
Westfield site is to be permanent, will
he please table the health report which
considers the site now adequate?
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(8) Will he now direct that an alternative
site be sought for sewerage waste dis-
posal for the metropolitan south of the
river community?

M r TAY LOR, replied:
I Will respond to the member in
writing.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
Einploti'ee Dismissal: Union Membership

1413. Mr HASSELL. to the Minister for
Labour, Productivity and Employment:
(1) Has he been advised by his depart-

ment about the implications for West-
ern Australia-as reported in the
magazine Opportunitly, issued by the
Commissioner for Equal Oppor-
tunity-of a Victorian case in which
an employer was required to pay sig-
nificant damages by reason of
dismissing an employee because he
refused to join the Amalgamated
Metal Workers Union?

(2) Has he taken any action in relation to
the industrial relations implications of
this matter in Western Australia?

(3) If so, what action has he taken?
(4) Does his department act on complaint

to uphold the provisions of the West-
ern Australian industrial relations law
which prohibits discrimination
against an employee on the grounds of
union or non-union memberhip?

(5) If so, has he reversed a previous direc-
tive from his predecessor that the
Government would not uphold the
law in relation to non-union member-
ship?

(6) What action is taken by him or his
department when a complaint is
lodged on the grounds of discrimi-
nation because of non-membership of
a union?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(I) Yes.
(2) and (3) No.
(5) Neither 1. nor my predecessor, has

given any direction to not uphold the
law in relation to non-union member-
ship.

(4) and (6) Any complaint is investigated.

HAI RDRESSERS' REG ISTRATION BOARD
Mem ber: Mrs Normna Man'v Roberts

1414. Mr CASH. to the Minister for Labour,
Productivity and Employment:
(1) Further to his answer to question 1331

of 1987, is Mrs Norma Mary Roberts
a member of the Hairdressers' Regis-
tration Board?

(2) Which section of the industry does she
represent?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) Yes. My attention has been drawn to

the fact that, in my reply to question
1331, my reference to Mr Mv. Roberts
should have read, Mrs N. M. Roberts.

(2) Mrs Roberts is the nomince of the
Hairdressers Union.

HAI RDRESSERS' REGISTRATION BOARD
Member: Mr M. Roberts

1415. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Labour,
Productivity and Employment:
(i) Further to the answer to question

1331 of 1987, when was Mr M.
Roberts appointed to the Hair-
dressers' Registration Board, and
which setion of the industry does he
represent?

(2) Were administrative actions Or any
decisions taken by the Hairdressers'
Registration Board or its individual
members acting an behalf of the board
invalid or subject to challenge during
the period 15 May 1987 to 8 June
1987, a period for which the board
members do not appear to have been
duly appointed, given the import of
his answer to question 1331 and the
words used?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(i) Answered by my reply to question

1414.
(2) The Hairdressers' Registration Board

did not meet during the period 15
May 1987 to 8 June 1987.

HAIR DRESSERS' REGISTRATION BOARD
Chairman and Deputy Chairman

1416. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Labour.
Productivity and Employment:
(1) How does he reconcile his answer to

question 1066 of 1987 in which he
claims senior Government officers act
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as chairperson and deputy chairperson
of the Hairdressers' Registration
Board. and his answer to question
1335 of 1987, in which he claims there
are no Government representatives on
the Hairdressers' Registration Board?

(2) Are the chairman and deputy chair-
man of the Hairdressers' Registration
Board entitled to and paid fees for
their respective board positions?

(3) lf yes to (2)-
(a) who pays the fees;
(b) how much are the fees for each

meeting.
(c) does the Government pay into the

funds of the board an equal
amount to reimburse it for fees
paid to Government servants?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) to (3) (b) See answer to my reply to

Legislative Council question 275.
(3) (c) No.

MOTOR VEHICLE LICENCES
Inspection Qfficer: Esperance

1417. Mr CASH. to the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services:
(1) Is the position of motor vehicle licens-

i ng inspection off icer at the Esperance
motor vehicle inspection branch filled
by a temporary officer?

(2) If yes--
(a) why is a permanent officer not

appointed;,
(b) how often does the temporary

officer commute:,
(c) what additional benefits or allow-

ances does the temporary ap-
pointment enjoy over and above a
permanent appointment;

(d) is there adequate housing for a
permanent appointment at
Esperance;,

(e) how long has the position been
filled by a temporary appoint-
ment;,

(f) how much additional expenditure
has been incurred, together with
other allowances, by having a
temporary rather than a perma-
nent appointment to the position?

Mr GORDON H ILL replied:
(I) No permanent examiner has been

appointed to Esperance, and examin-
ations are conducted by an officer de-
tached from metropolitan duties.

(2) (a) The Esperance position was
created in October 1985 and first
advertised in December 1985. As
a consequence of broadbanding,
the salary level for the position
was reduced below the advertised
salary and several applicants
withdrew.
Prior to the salary position being
clarified, and the position
readvertised, a Public Service
freeze was imposed. That freeze
was only recently lifted and it is
expected that the position will be
filled in the next three months;,

(b) examiners are provided from
Perth and are changed every six
to 1 2 weeks:,

(c) officers receive an allowance
under the Public Service miscel-
laneous allowances award No 14
of 1982 to cover living expenses.
The allowance is currently $62. 10
per day;

(d) no departmental housing is
provided and the availability of
private housing is not known at
this time;

(c) the position has been filled by a
detached officer from the metro-
politan area since 25 October
1985:

(f) total additional expenditure to
this date is $33 557.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Day Cure:- Regulations

1418. Mr CASH, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Community Services:
(I) Has the Minister received the report

of the consultative committee
reviewing the day care regulations?

(2) Will the Minister advise the
recommendations made by the com-
mittee?

(3) Does the Minister support all the
recommendations, and if not, will she
identify those with which she does not
agree?

3250



[Tuesday, 30 June 1 987J125

(4) Will the Minister identify any
recommendations which are at vari-
ance with the Government's policy on
the provision of services in the child
care industry?

(5) When is it planned that the new re!gu-
lations be implemented?

M r WILSON replied:
See reply to quest ion 1383.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Child Care:, National Curriculum

1419. Mr CASH, to the Minister for
Ed ucat ion:
(1) Why does the national care curricu-

lum in child care contain 70 per cent
core units and 30 per cent elective
units?

(2) At which campus is the certificate in
residential and community care
offered?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) As requested by TAFE systems

nationally, the -common core" of any
curriculum must constitute up to 70
per cent of the total curriculum for
any course. The additional component
is a local component, designed to cater
specifically to needs in a particular
State. The additional "local
component" does not comprise
student electives.

(2) A new course with the title "certificate
in residential and community care" is
due to commence at Perth Technical
College in the second semester 1987.

ENVIRONMENT
Lake Forresidale: Mid~ge Control

1420. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) Does the Government andlor the De-

partment of Conservation and Land
Management refuse to Financially con-
tribute to the control of midges in
Lake Forrestdale?

(2) If yes, why does the Government in-
sist that the cost of control of the
midge is the responsibility of the City
of Armadale, when the Department of
Conservation and Land Management
retains the decision-making power to
manage the lake and control what

spraying and other measures are used
to eradicate or limit the midge which
inflicts discomfort and inconvenience
to the residents of Forrestdale?

(3) Wilt he please detail the Government
and Department of Conservation and
Land Management decisions and in-
tentions for the control of the midge
in and around Lake Forresidlale and
the adjoining community areas?

Mr HODGE replied:
(I) to (3) Responsibility for the control of

midges to protect the comfort of local
residents resides with local govern-
ment, regardless of the vesting of the
particular water body. Governments
from both parties and, indeed, all local
governments throughout the metro-
politan area, except the City of
Armadale, have accepted this prin-
ciple for many years.
Management of Lake Forrestdale for
the next five years will be as described
in the recently approved Management
Plan. A copy is tabled.

(See paper No 2S3)

FOR ESTS
Timiner Owvellingup Mill

1421. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) Is he aware that the Dwellingup tim-

ber mill is to close because of lack of
rnillable timber approved by his de-
partment?

(2) If the answer is no, he is not aware; or
the mill is not closing down in the
near future through lack of millable
timber, will he please tell me the
estimated number of years the
Dwellingup timber mill will remain
open. based on the present timber re-
serves approved by the Department of
Conservation and Land Management
available for culling?

(3) What action is being taken by the
Government through the Department
of Conservation and Land Manage-
ment to reafforest the dieback and
other available areas to extend the life
of the Dwellingup timber mill?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) No.
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(2) The department's draft timber strat-
egy includes proposals for a complete
new inventory of the jarrah forest. The
ultimate size of the sawmillirig indus-
try in the jarrah forest will be
reassessed in the light of the results of
the inventory.

(3) The rehabilitation of dieback areas
and the regeneration of all areas of
State forest cut over is carried out in
accordance with departmental pre-
scriptions and will provide a resource
in perpetuity to the timber industry at
a level that can be sustained by the
growth rate oFthe forest.

HOSPITAL
.- rnmadalc'-Kclmscdll Districi Alcinoriat.

/)'qipjmjn.jt Care Uni;
1422. Mir RUSHTQN. to the Minister for

Health:
(1) H-as a commitment now been made to

build the 24-bed permanent care unit
at Armadalec-Ke mseottI District Mem-
orial Hospital through either the-
(a) Commonwealth Government: or
(b) State Government?

(2) What is the detail of the commitment?
(3) Has the contract been called for the

building of the unit?
(4) If no to (3). when is the contract to

build the unit expected to be let?
(5) Is the contract to be for-

(a) a 24-bed unit:
(b) some other alternative?

(6) Will he please let me know the Com-
monwealth and/or State Govern-
menits present intentions regarding
the provision of the 24-bed permanent
care unit at the Armadale-Kelmseot
District Memorial Hospital?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
I will advise the member in writing.

MINERAL SANDS
Darling Scarp

1423. Mr RUSHTON. to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) What action or decision has the

Government, the Department of Con-
servation and Land Management, or

the Environmental Protection Auth-
ority taken regarding the proposed
mining for-

(a) mineral sands:,

(b) gold.

in-

(i) Bungendore Park at Arma-
dale:,

(i i) private property in the Shire
of Serpencine-Jarrabdale and
the City or Armadale:

(i ii) the Darling scarp?

(2) What procedures need to be followed
by persons interested in mining the
above a reas?

(3) What responsibility have the Govern-
ment. the Department of Conser-
vation and Land Management, and
the Environmental Protection Auth-
ority in considering future mining in
these areas?

(4) Does the final decision on whether the
mining for mineral sands and gold
takes place in the reserves and private
land rest with the Government?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) It is understood that applications to
the Department of Mines for explo-
ration licenees over a broad area of
varying status and ownership, includ-
ing Bungendore Park. have been
lodged.

The EPA has requested referral to it of
the application proposal so that en-
vironmental advice can be developed.
In addition, where reserves vested
under the Conservation and Land
Management Act are affected, referral
to the Minister for CALM is required.

(2) and (3) With the exception of private
land granted prior to 1899. the Mining
Act 1978-83 sets out the procedures to
be followed by both intending mineral
explorers and the Government.

The EPA can assess the environmental
implications of development pro-
posals and advise the Government ac-
cordingly. This includes proposals on
private land granted prior to 1899.

(4) Yes.
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PRISON: CANNING VALE
Obsenvauion Towers: Armned Offlcers

1424. Mr CASH, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Corrective Services:
(1) In view of the recent escape from the

Canning Vale prison complex, will the
Minister reconsider reinstating armed
prison officers to the observation
towers at the prison complex?

(2) If not, why not?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) No.
(2) For the reasons stated at the time the

decision to remove the armed guards
was announced.

PRISONS
Security' Patrols: Dogs

1425. Mr CASH, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Corrective Services:
(1) Is he aware of a recent article authored

by Mr Malcolm Innes-Brown of the
School of Management, Curtin Uni-
versity. in which it was claimed "the
use of trained dogs and their handlers
is a simple, low profile and very effec-
tive prevention of escape" from
prison?

(2) Does he think this statement is accu-
rate. and if not. why not?

(3) Has the department considered the
use of dogs and dog handlers to under-
take prison security patrols?

(4) If yes to (3). why was such a proposal
not implemented?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) If the member is referring to a letter to

the editor published in The West
Australian on 10 April 1987, yes.

(2) 1 am advised the statement is not
universally supported by experienced
professionals in the field, and ex-
presses only one school of thought in a
complex area.

(3) Yes.
(4) The use of multiple man barrier and

electronic surveillance perimeter se-
curity systems, combined with armed
roving prison officer patrols, is con-
sidered a more effective alternative.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: ROEBOURNE
SHIRE COUNCIL

President: No-Conf/idence Motion

1426. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Local
Government:

(1) Is he aware of a motion of no confi-
dence being carried in the President of
the Roebiourne Shire Council last
week?

(2) Did the President of the Roebourne
Shire Council choose to hand the
meeting over to the deputy president
after the motion of no confidence had
been carried in the president?

(3) If yes to (2), has the president dis-
qualified himself from the position of
president?

Mr CARR replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) 1lam advised that the deputy president
chaired pant of the meeting.

(3) No.

PRISON: CASUARINA

Earth works:- Structural Dainage

1427.' Mr CASH, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Corrective Services:

(1) Is he aware of complaints from resi-
dents of Orton Road. Casuarina, who
claim that heavy earthmoving ma-
chinery and other heavy transport
associated with the clearing and
carthworks at the proposed Casuarina
maximum security prison have caused
structural damage and cracking to
some buildings in Orton Road?

(2) Will he have officers of his depart-
ment investigate the claims and ar-
range for repairs and/or compensation
to the owners of the affected build-
ings?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) 1 am advised that one person has
complained to the Department of Cor-
rective Services.

(2) Such complaints will be considered by
the department in the usual way.
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POLICE STATION

Scarborough: Manning

1428. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services:

(1) In respect of
station, will
expected that
reduced?

the Scarborough police
he state when it is
staff numbers will be

(2) At what hours will the police station
be open to the public to transact busi-
ness?

(3) What are the reasons for the proposed
changes at the police station?

(4) (a) Have the proposed changes been
discussed with any community
groups:

(b) if so. which organisations. and
do they support the proposed
changes?

(5) What changes are intended to the
criminal investigation branch oper-
ating from the station?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:

(1) to (4) The Commissioner of Police
and his senior executive, with the sup-
port of the Government. are undertak-
ing a programme to enhance police ef-
ficiency and effectiveness in providing
service to the public. Part of' the pro-
gramme involves consideration being
given to more effective deployment of
manpower resources, and to that end
general duties policing methods
throughout the metropolitan area are
presently under review and a decision
is yet to be made on that review.

The allocation of police resources is
undertaken by experienced senior
police officers on the basis of their
evaluation of objective policing needs.
and in so doing it is not necessary that
they actively seek out community
views.

You may appreciate that the scope of
the business which is normally con-
ducted by members of the public with
police at suburban police stations is
limited, and regard will be had to the
volume of such business transacted at
various stations in arriving at a de-
cision.

(5) The current review is of. policing
methods concerning general duties
police only, and no change to criminal
investigation branch operations at
Scarborough is anticipated.

POLICE STATION
Innaloo: Manning

1429. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services:
(1) In rcspcct of the Innaloo police

station, will he say when it is expected
that staff numbers will be reduced?

(2) At what hours will the police station
be open to the public to transact busi-
ness'?

(3) What are the reasons for the proposed
changes at this police station?

(4) (a) Have the proposed changes been
discussed with any community
groups:

(b) if so. which organisations, and
do they support the proposed
change?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) to (4) The Commissioner of Police

and his senior executive. with the sup-
port of the Government. are undertak-
ins a programme to enhance police ef-
ficiency and effectiveness in providing
service to the public. Part of the pro-
gramme involves consideration being
given to more effective deployment of
manpower resources, and to that end
general duties policing methods
throughout the metropolitan area are
presently under review and a decision
is yet to be made on that review.
The allocation of police resources is
undertaken by experienced senior
police officers on the basis of their
evaluation of objective policing needs
and in so doing it is not necessary that
they actively seek out community
views.
You may appreciate that the scope of
the business which is normally con-
ducted by members of the public with
police at suburban police stations is
limited and regard will be had to the
volume of such business transacted at
various stations in arriving at a de-
cision.
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LAND
Reserve No 37304: South Mlandurak Bowling

Club
1430. Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for

Lands:
What progress has been made to pro-
vide part of Reserve No. 37304, part
Lot 1720. to the South Mandurab
Bowling Club for much-needed land
extensions?

M r W ILSON repl ied:
The proposed extension to "recreation
and club premises" Reserve No 37304
has been surveyed on the ground, and
a survey diagram is currently being
prepared. To accommodate the exten-
sion, an excision from adjoining Class
"A" Reserve No 2851 will be
required, and it is intended to include
an appropriate clause in the next Re-
serves and Land Revesiment Bill.

WATER RESOURCES: DAM
Ellen Brook: Submissions

1431. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Waler
Resources:
(1) How many people have made sub-

missions to the proposal to have a
water supply developed at Ellen
Brook?

(2) When does the Government expect
the report on (1) above will be
concluded?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
This question has been incorrectly
addressed to the Minister for Water
Resources. It has been referred to the
Minister for Environment, and he will
answer the q uest ion i n writ ing.

STOCK
Sheep.: Foosro;

1432. Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Did the department carry out tests on

foot rot in sheep at its Vasse research
station, and will he provide details?

(2) How many sheep were involved, when
did the trials commence, and when
did they conclude?

(3) What was the source of funding for the
trials?

(4) Who was in charge of the trials, and
was there any provision for fencing,
notification of neighbours, etc., and
will he detail?

(5) Was the advice of the management
committee sought regarding the trials,
and what was their response?

(6) Further to (5). if' not why not?
M r GRI LL replied:
(1) Yes, over 1985-86, two trials. 1985-

effect of treatment on footrot: 1986-
effects of footrot on production.

(2) March 1985-November 1985-90
sheep:
November 1985-May 1986-120
sheep.

(3) Consolidated Revenue Fund.
(4) Principal Veterinary Officer, South

Perth, F. C. Wilkinson; Regional Vet-
erinary Officer, Bunbury-F. F.
Dixon.
Neighbours were all notified. Trial
areas were all double fenced.

(5) Yes. Approved.
(6) Not applicable.

MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS
Licences: Aged Persons

1433. Mr BLAlKIE. to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:
(1) How many persons have undertaken

compulsory drivers' licence tests be-
cause of age in each year since 1984?

(2) Further to (1). how many people have
failed the motor drivers' licence test?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
To obtain this information would re-
quire the extensive diversion of
substantial resources, and for that
reason the information cannot be sup-
plied. If there arc any specific con-
cerns, the member is invited to raise
them with me.

ROAD MAKING MATERIAL
Provision

1434. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) Can he say how much gravel and other

road making material has been
provided to-
(a) local government:,
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(b) Main Roads Department;
(c) other Government agencies:
(d) private operators.
in each year since 1980T

(2) Further to (1), what royalties
been received, if any, in
category?

have
each

(3) How many shire councils have a sig-
nificant dependence on the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Land Man-
agement for the provision of road
making materials, and will he detail?

Mr I-ODGE replied:
(1) (a) to (d) No. The bulk of road mak-

ing material is removed under
annual lease arrangements for
which production figures are not
always required.

(2) No data are available prior to 1983.
Revenue received since then is only
available for all users-

1983-84
1984-85
1985-86
1986-87

$75 036
$64 101
$12 986
$19 939

(3) 22 local authorities currently hold a
total of 62 leases issued by the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Land Man-
agement for the extraction of gravel
(5 1), limestone (4), sand (6). and shale
( 1). These authorities also have access
to road making materials from vacant
Crown land, gazetted gravel reserves,
private land, and by application for
mining leases.

ROAD MAKING MATERIAL
Pro vision

1435. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) Has the Government made any policy

changes to the provision of road mak-
ing materials from land under his con-
trol since the introduction of Depart-
ment of Conservation and Land Man-
agement legislation, and will he detail
changes?

(2) What commitments can he make to
ensure that road making material can
be made available for at least Govern-
ment or local government purposes
from land under his control?

(3) Furiher to (1) and (2). what costs are
involved and when were they
increased?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) and (2) Policy relating to the provision

of road making materials from land
under Conservation and Land Man-
agement control has been formulated
to comply with the statutory require-
ments of the Mining Act 1978 and the
Conservation and Land Management
Act 1984. Road making materials will
continue to be made available in ac-
cordance with those provisions.

(3) Establishment fee $10; annual rental
$I0. These fees have not been
increased since 1965.

MINERAL EXPLORATION
CRA Exploration P/v Ltd

1436. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:

Would he table maps, etc. showing the
exploration undertaken by CRA Ex-
ploration Pty Ltd in the Rudall River
National Park?

Mr HODGE replied:
I am advised by my colleague, the Act-
ing Minister for Minerals and Energy.
that the information required is on
public plans held at the Department of
Mines. Perth.

MINERAL EXPLORATION
CRA Exrploration Pt 'v Lid

1437. Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for
M inerals and Energy:
(1) What is the extent

ration Pty Ltd test
Rudall River region?

of CRA Explo-
drilling in the

(2) What minerals are included under the
exploration licence?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) CRA has carried out general mineral

exploration including geophysical and
geoscientific surveys and percussion
drilling in the Rudall River region for
a number of years. The drilling has
been mainly concentrated in the
Kintyre area. The company proposes
to conduct further drilling in other
areas of Rudall River during 1987, in
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consultation with the Departments of
Conservation and Land Management
and Mines.

(2) All minerals except iron ore are in-
cluded in the exploration licences
granted to CRA.

HOSPITAL

Mlarearet Ris'er: (Consticiion

1438. Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for
Health:

(I) What progress has been made with the
provision of funding to build a new
hospital at Margaret River?

(2) Following recent renovations carried
out at the hospital, can he advise
whether infestations of termites were
discovered, whether the termites had
affected the structure of the building.
and if so to what extent?

M r TAYLOR repl ied:

(1) Good progress on a number of opt ions
is being made.

(2) During the course of recent reno-
vations at Margaret River Hospital,
termites were discovered in the chil-
dren's ward and matron's flat. Wall
linings and framework were affected.
These have now been replaced. There
is no evidence of furt her term ite i nfes-
tation. However, arrangements are in
hand to treat all buildings on the site
against termite attack.

FOR ESTS

Timber: Log Prices

1439. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:

(I) Has his department or the Treasury
prepared an analysis of the proposal
for the readjustment of log prices?

(2) If so. what conclusions were reached?

Mr HODGE replied:

(I) Yes.

(2) The major conclusion was that hard-
wood sawlog royalties should be
increased in view of forest wood pro-
duction costs in the long term.

HOSPITAL
Grar/lands: Kiosk

1440. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Did a kiosk operate at the Graylands

Hospital before the Health Depart-
ment opened a kiosk?

(2) If so. who operated the kiosk at
o raylands?

(3) Why was a second kiosk required at
Graylands Hospital?

(4) H-ow many people are employed by
the Health Department to operate the
kiosk at Graylands Hospital?

MrTAYLOR replied:
I will advise the member in writing.

HOSPITAL
Mandurab: Planning

1441. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Adverting to question 1244 of 1987, is

the committee only considering radi-
ology needs or other matters?

(2) What oiher needs is the committee
considering for the Mandurah-Murray
area?

(3) Will the new Mandurah Hospital be
under the control of the Murray Dis-
trict Hospital?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) See question 1244 of 1987. which

gi ves the specifIic repl y.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) No.

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NURSING
FEDERATION

Elections: Disciplinary' Action
1442. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for

Health;.
(1) Adverting to question 691 of 1987,

has any disciplinary action been taken
against the person or persons con-
cerned?

(2) If not, why not?
Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) No.
(2) The letter was unsigned.
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CONSERVATION AND LAND
MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT
Forest Resources Division: Budget

1443. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) What is the annual budget for I1986-87

of the division of forest resources of
the Department of Conservation and
Land Management?

(2) What proportion of this figure is at-
tributable to-
(a) hardwood production;
(b) softwood production;
(c) other?

(3) How many employees of the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Land Man-
agement are involvcd in the division
of forest resources?

(4) Are any other employees of the Dc-
parimeni of Conservation and Land
Management involved in t imber pro-
duction?

(5) If so. how many employees of the de-
partment. other than those employed
in the division of forest resources, are
employed-
(a) full-time:
(b) pant-time. in-

(i) hardwood production:
(ii) softwood production?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
This question has wrongly been
addressed to the Minister for Health.
It has been referred to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Managemcnt.
and he will answer the question in
writing.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL
hla ,vet: Imiproviemient s

1444. Mr BRADSHAW. to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has the department had requests from

the Parents' and Citizens' Association
and staff of the Harvey Primary
School for improvements to the
school?

(2) Does he see a need for these improve-
ments?

(3) If so. when will they be carried out
and what improvements can be
expected?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) and (2) Yes.
(3) Funding for capital works projects is

short, and no indication can be given
as to when an improvement pro-
gramme for Harvey Primary School
will be undertaken. When funding
does become available, the needs of
the school will be discussed with the
parents' association and the staff.

PLA N NINC
Mosmnan Park Tearoomns: Jellyv Licence

1445. Mr HASSELL. to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Has he yet completed the jetty licence

for the Mosman Park river tearooms
development?

(2) If so. when was it completed?
(3) If not. what is the delay, having regard

to his answer to question 1043 of 1987
in which he indicated his expectation
that it would be completed "within a
month'?

(4) What arrangements will he make to
fulfil his undertaking given in ques-
tion 92 of 1987 that he would let me
see the licence when it is available?

(5) Who are to be the panics, other than
the Government. to the licence?

(6) Has any change been proposed to the
use of the premises, or is he aware of
any change?

(7) Will the licence contain and will he
enforce all the provisions for usage as
outlined in his answer to question 336
of 1986?

(8) If the licence is not complete, when
does he expect it will be completed?

(9) Will he make public the document
deleting those aspects which he now
regards as commercially confidential?

MrTROY replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) The draft document has now been

received by the Department of Marine
and Harbours. which is in the process
of forwarding it to the licensee for
acceptance.

(4) 1 refer the member to my answer to
parts (4) and (5) of question 1043.
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(5) Mosman Bay Tearooms Ply Ltd as li-
censee and Dallas Reginald Dempster
and Deniston Clive Marshall as
guarantors

(6) No.

(7) Yes.

(8) Completion of the licence will be sub-
ject to the draft being acceptable and
executed by all parties.

(9) 1 will further consider this request
when the completed lease document is
placed before me.

WATER POLICE HEADQUARTERS

Contribution

1446. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:

(1) Was there an obligation on Saland Pty
Ltd to pay $250 000 towards the cost
of the new water police headquarters
at North Fremantle?

(2) If the obligation did not apply to
Saland Pty Ltd. what contribution ob-
l igation existed, and from whom?

(3) Has the payment been made and if so,
when?

(4) If not. why not?

(5) When will Ihe promised clean-up.
path construction, and landscaping of
the beach area adjacent to the police
headquarters be carried out

Mr GORDON HILL replied:

(I) Yes.

(2) Answered by (1).

(3) Yes: 7 August 1986.

(4) Answered by (3).

(5) The Police Department has no obli-
gation to or involvement with the
clean-up, path construction, and
landscaping of the beach area adjacent
to the water police site. It is under-
stood this matter is the subject of nego-
tiation between Saland Pty Ltd and
the Fremantle City Council. and it is
expected that this will be resolved in
the near future.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL

West Busselt on: Works

1447. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) What works are under consideration
for the West Busselton Primary
School?

(2) When is it expected that the works will
be funded?

(3) Will the new buildings be available
during the 1988 school year?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) Covered assembly area. improved
administration. library, and art-craft
facilities are listed but, when funding
does become available, priorities and
needs will be discussed with the school
staff and the parent association.

(2) and (3) Capital works funds are in
short supply, and no indication can be
given as to when the facilities
proposed may be undertaken.

HEALTH: DRUG

Kayo: lInporiation

1448. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) Why has the Government not banned
the importation and sale of kava in
Western Australia?

(2) What action is the Government taking
to assess the effects of kava consump-
tion on Western Australians, includ-
ing Aboriginal people?

(3) What are the results of those inquir-
ies?

(4) If no inquiries have been carried out.
why not?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

This question has been incorrectly
addressed to the Minister for Aborigi-
nal Affairs. It has been referred to the
Minister for Health, and he will
answer the question in writing.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE PREMIER AND
CABINET

Personnel Information Management Svstein
Esiablishient Report

1449. Mr MacKINNON. tothe Premier:

(1) Bearing in mind that the Public Ser-
vice list for the year ending 30 June
1987 will not be available for many
weeks, whereas the June personnel in-
formation management system estab-
lishment report for the Department of
the Premier and Cabinet will be ready
at the beginning of July. and having
regard for the fact that very little effort
and relatively few resources are
required in order to produce a copy of
that department's personnel infor-
mation management system report.
will he please provide me with a copy
of the personnel information manage-
ment system establishment report for
the Department of the Premier and
Cabinet for June as soon as it is avail-
able?

(2) Is it a fact that, as reported in the Civil
Seri-ice Journal of 19 June 1987, the
Civil Service Association is to have
on-line access to the personnel infor-
mation management system?

(3) Was the information in the Public Ser-
vice list for 1986 derived from person-
nel information management system
establishment reports?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) The P1 MS system. including establish-
ment reports for organisations. is
expected to be fully operational by the
end of the year. The establishment re-
ports referred to are at this stage es-
sentially for management purposes as
they are still under development with

a view to including all areas for which
the Department of the Premier and
Cabinet is responsible. As some of the
information in the report may be in-
complete at this time, it is not
proposed to release the report. When
PIMS is implemented. establishment
reports containing non-confidential
personnel information will be avail-
able on request.

(2) No.

(3) Partially. Once the PIMS system is
fully operational. the Public Service
list will be solely derived from this
source.

TAXES AND CHARGES
Parrot! Tar: Government Insiruinenialities

1450. MrMacKINNON.to the Treasurer:

(1) With respect to the discontinuing pay-
ment of payroll tax by certain Govern-
ment bodies in the 1986-87 State
Budget. will he undertake to provide
an estimate of the total amount of
payroll tax that those departments and
agencies would have been required to
pay in 1986-87 and 1987-88 had the
above-mentioned change in pro-
cedures not taken place?

(2) If not. why?
(3) Bearing in mind that the Minister for

Budget Management has already
declined a request to provide other in-
formation on payroll tax which would
have enabled an accurate and mean-
ingful comparison of the level of pay-
roll tax revenues over the years, will
he undertake to provide the infor-
mation requested in (I1) above either
as part of the Budget papers or as a
supplement released with them?

(4) If not, why?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

This question has been addressed
incorrectly to the Treasurer. It has
been directed to the Minister for
Budget Management, and he will
answer the question in writing.

PLANNING DEVELOPMENT
Port Kennedyv: Government Inv'olvemncnt

1451. Mr MacKINNON. to the Premier:

Has the Government any involvement
via any agency of Government in the
Port Kennedy development in
Warnboro Sound?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

This question has been addressed
incorrectly to the Premier. It has been
directed to the Minister for Planning.
and he will answer the question in
writing,
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT: ALBANY TOWN
COUNCIL

Allegations: Letter

1452. Mr WAIT, to the Minister for Local
Government:
(1) Is he aware of claims by the Mayor of

the Town of' Albany that the member
for Stirling misled the House during
the Supply Bill debate on Friday. 19
June. in respect of a I17-page letter and
report dated 25 September 1986 from
the Department of Local Government
relating to the council's 1985-86
budgets?

(2) Is he aware the letter was answered by
the council, and the town clerk
ensured that the mayor and the chair-
man of the council's finance and gen-
eral purposes committee read and
noted the reply? As no further corre-
spondence on the matter was received
from the department, was it not
reasonable to conclude the depart-
ment was satisfied?

(3) Is he also aware that, despite the mem-
ber for Stirling's statement to the con-
trary, the letter was tabled at the June
meeting of the finance and general
purposes committee?

(4) Contrary to the member for Stirling's
implication is he further aware that
the responsibility for the preparation
of the annual accounts for audit rested
with the then director of finance, and
that the director of finance advised
the auditors that the accounts had
been finalised and were ready for
audit?

(5) Is he also aware that following the de-
parture of the director of finance, the
organisational structure of the council
was amended, and the deputy town
clerk was appointed as the committee
officer for the finance and general pur-
poses committee?

(6) (a) Is he satisfied that the Albany
Town Council maintains reason-
able accounting records and that
these have been properly audited:

(b) if not, what action has he taken.
or what action does he propose to
take, in relation to the auditor's
certification and/or the council's
financial records?

(7) (a) Has he been provided with any
information which satisfied him
there is any substance to the
member for Stirling's allegation
of financial mismanagement by
the council;

(b,) if so. what action has he taken, or
what action does he propose to
take, in relation to that infor-
mation?

(8) Will he advise what avenues are open
to the council to bring to an end the
ongoing and unsubstantiated criti-
cisms of the council and its
administration by the member for
Stirling and by those who have
associated themselves with his canm-
paign?

(9) Does he acknowledge that this cam-
paign is detrimental to good local
government in Albany, and to the
social and economic development of
Albany and the region, and that amal-
gamation of the two councils would be
one solution to the problem?

Mr CARR replied:
(1) l am not aware of such claims.
(2) The town clerk replied to the Depart-

ment of Local Government correspon-
dence by letter of 10 November 1986.
1am not aware whether the mayor and
chairman of the finance and general
purposes committee have seen that re-
sponse. The department wrote further
on 10 February 1987, indicating that
an inspection was proposed but other
work priorities had so far precluded
that action.

(3) 1 do not know whether or when the
letter may have been tabled.

(4) 1 understand the job description of the
director of finance required him to
prepare the annual accounts for audit.
and that the director of finance did
inform the auditor by letter on 28
October 1986 that the annual
financial statements were ready for
audit.

(5) I am not aware of the specific changes
referred to.

(6) (a) The last management report from
council's auditor expressed reser-
vations as to the accounting and
internal control systems:
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(7)

(b) it is up to council to act on the
content of that report.

See answer to (6).
(8) I cannot suggest any particular action

which will, with any certainty, bring to
an end such criticism.

(9) 1 believe it would be for the good of
local government in Albany if the sub-
ject matters were resolved in council.
The question of amalgamation of the
Town of Albany and Shire of Albany
was recently addressed by the Local
Government Boundaries Com-
mission, which did not so
recommend.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT: "ALBANY
TOMORROW"

Railta, Yards: Relocation
1453. Mr WATT, to the Minister for

Regional Development:
What progress is being made in lffil-
ling the commitment given as part of
the -Albany Tomorrow" programme
to relocate the railway marshalling
yards from the town centre in Albany?

Mr CARR replied:
A consultant, Maunsell and Partners.
is currently examining a range of
economic and engineering options for
the location of the railway marshalling
yards in Albany. The consultant's re-
port is expected to be completed in
July.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: ALBANY TOWN
COUNCIL

Allegtions: Air Jansen
1454. Mr WATT, to the Minister

representing the Attorney Gencral:
(1) Respecting the "affidlavit" of Mr

Jansen read in the Legislative As-
sembly on Friday. 19 June 1987 dur-
ing the Supply Bill debate, is the At-
torney aware that the person named in
the "affidavit" is prepared to attest to
the misleading statements contained
therein?

(2) Is the Attorney General aware that.
with the knowledge and permission of
Mr Jansen. a tape recording was made
of the interview with the town clerk
and director of works and technical
services, that the recording does not

substantiate the claims by Mr Jansen
in his "affildavitt and that the town
clerk is prepared to make the tape
available to the Attorney General,
together with the original copy of' the
report in question?

(3) On the basis of the information
contained in the H-ansard record, is
the Attorney General aware that both
the town clerk and director of works
and technical services are prepared to
attest to the inaccuracy of the
statement?

(4) In view of the above, would the At-
torney General be prepared to investi-
gate the matter and to initiate pro-
ecdings against Mr Jansen should he
be satisfied that Mr Jansen has made
false statements under oath?

(5) Is the Attorney General prepared to
investigate the claims made in the affi-
davit. also referred to by the member
for Stirling, by the Former centre man-
ager. and take action if false
statements have been made?

(6) Is the Attorney General prepared to
confirm the assurance by the Mayor of
Albany that complaints, and com-
ments in affidavits, cannot in any way
be defamatory when they are made in
good faith and without malice and
placed before the correct authority.
and on that basis, there is no need
whatsoever for a Standing Committee
or Select Committee inquiry as sought
by the member for Stirling to give pro-
tection to people who are prepared to
give evidence under privilege and pro-
tection, unless of course the alle-
gations of those people cannot survive
the test of being in good faith and
without malice?

(7) Is the Attorney General able to advise
whether a writ for defamation issued
by the member for Stirling against a
former Albany town councillor has
been listed for trial?

(8) Is the Attorney General aware that the
town clerk by letter from his solicitor
indicated he would not pursue defa-
mation proceedings against the mem-
ber for Stirling in the interests of har-
mony within the region, and invited
the member for Stirling to take the
same action in relation to the member
for Stirling's claim against the Albany
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town councillor for alleged defa-
mation. but that the member for
Stirling has railed to respond?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) No.
(2) No.
(3) 1 have not read the relevant H-ansard.
(4) and (5) Not applicable.
(6) This seeks a legal opinion and is not in

order.
(7) No.
(8) No.

TRANSPORT: RAILWAYS
Geraldion: Marshalling Yards

1455. Mr WATT, to the Minister for
Regional Development:
(1) What timetable has been set for the

removal of the railway marshalling
yards from Geraldton town centre?

(2) What is the intended use for the
vacated land?

(3) What is the estimated cost of the
transfer?

(4) Who will pay for the transfer?
M rCA RR repl ied:
(1) Detailed planning is currently under

way with a view to finalising relo-
cation in 1988-89.

(2) A range of options is under consider-
ation as part of a planning study cur-
rent ly being conducted.

(3) 18 million.
(4) Westrail. with Government assistance.

PLANNING
Metrvopolitan Region Schemne: Review

1456. Mr LEWIS. to the Minister for
Planning:
(1) When is the review of the metropoli-

tan region scheme plan anticipated to
be available for public information?

(2) Has the State Planning Commission
made investigation into the present
and future requirements for light in-
dustrial and general industrial land
within the City of Wanneroo?

(3) Is the State Planning Commission cur-
rently considering increasing the
available zoned light and general in-
d ust rial land i n the Ci ty of Wanneroo?

(4) If yes to (3). when can it be expected
that the additional zoned land will be
formally gazetted?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Approximately September 1987.
(2) Yes.
(3) Yes.
(4) As negotiations with the Industrial

Lands Development Authority and
the City of Wanneroo are still in prog-
ress. I am not able to provide a firm
date.

POLICE
Plain-clothes: Identification

1457. Mr LEWIS. to the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services:
(1) Do plain-clothes members of a police

force, when they are interviewing or
questioning people, have to, when
they are asked, advise either their
name and serial number or otherwise
produce formal documented identifi-
cation?

(2) Are police charge sheets of persons
who have allcgedly committed an of-
fence made available on request to the
person who has been charged?

M r GOR DON H ILL rep i ed:
(1) Yes. Regulation 405 provides, "A

member who is not in uniform shall
have with him his certificate of ident-
ity, which he shall produce whenever
requested to do so by a person in re-
lation to whom he is about to exercise
any power or duty as a member unless
he has reasonable cause to refuse to do
so or unless it is not possible to do so."

(2) Police charge sheets are not supplied,
but accused persons are always ad-
vised of the charge. If written requests
are made for particulars, these are
supplied.

FISHERIES
Abalone: Regulations

1458. Mr GRAYDEN. to the Minister for
Fisheries:

What regulations, if any. issued under
the Fisheries Act are directly appli-
cable to the abalone fishery?
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Mr GRILL replied:

Notice made under sections I17 and 32
of the Fisheries Act published in the
Gorernment Gazelle of 17 September
1976.

Notice No 164 made under sections 9
and I I of the Fisheries Act published
in' the Gov'ernmnent Gazette of 2$
September 1984.

Regulations-

(a) 3AB prescribing the daily bag
limits for persons other than
holders of a professional fisher-
man's l icence:

(b) 3H1 prescribes the fees payable by
persons authorised to operate in
the limited entry abalone fishery:

(c) 15H1 prohibition of shucking of
abalone by other than the holder
of a professional fisherman's li-
cence.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS: SMALL CLAIMS

TRIBUNAL

Appeals: Representation

1459. Mr COWAN. to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:

(1) Is the Small Claims Tribunal
represented in all Supreme Court
hearings of appeals against the tri-
bunal's orders?

(2) If not. on what basis is the decision
made whether or not the Small Claims
Tribunal shall be represented at such
hearings?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) No.

(2) The tribunal would only be
represen ted in exceptional cases.
Where there would otherwise be no
counsel appearing other than an appl i-
cant's counsel, counsel from the
Crown Solicitor's office will, if the cir-
cumnstances require it. appear as
am icus curiae.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES: STAFFING
LEVELS

Full-time Equivalent
1460. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Public

Sector Management:
(1) Will the adoption of the full-time

equivalent method of quantifying
public sector staffing levels make it
easier to compare annual public sector
staffing costs on a year to year basis?

(2) When and to what extent will the ETE
data base be available for public scru-
tiny?

(3) Will he identify which Government
departments and agencies contributed
to the estimated reduction of 3 143
FTES in 1986-87?

(4) (a) Is there a deadline for the full im-
plementation of the personnel
and information management
system:

(b) if yes, when?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) FTE starning levels for organisations

will be included in the 1987-88 Budget
papers.

(3) The information sought will be
provided by the Public Service Board
once end-of-financial-year figures are
finalised and confirmed.

(4) (a) Yes:
(b) Endof 1987.

HORTICULTURE
Grope Growing: Select Comm'it tee

Recommnrendations
1461. Mr COWAN. to the Minister for

Agriculture:
(1) What action, if any. has been taken by

the Government to implement the
recommendation made by the Select
Committee into the grape growing in-
dustry that a system of vineyard re-
development directed towards the ul-
timate creation and build-up of the
more viable economic units should be
pursued?

(2) If yes, what action?
(3) If no to (1). when will the Government

act?
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M r G R ILL repl ied:,
I will advise the member in writing in
due course.

HORTICU LTURF
Grape Growing: Seleci Committee

Recomm iendations
1462. Mr COWAN. to the Minister for

Planning:
(1) Has the Government taken any action

on the recommendation by the Select
Committee into the grape growing in-
dustry in Western Australia relating to
the establishment of a horticultural,
agricultural, and pastoral land use
register so that appropriate multiple
land use planning procedures can be
implemented?

(2) If yes. what action?
(3) If no to (I). when will the Government

act?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) Several studies of key horticul-

tural regions are being undertaken.
For exam ple-

A land use capability study for the
Bussel ton -Margaret River area,
an important viticultural area,
was recently completed by the
Department of Agriculture;
the Select Committee specifically
identified the Swan Valley as "an
extremely valuable resource". As
pant of the Swan Valley policy, a
consultant is now examining ap-
propriate land use planning pro-
cedures in the Swan Valley.

GRAIN
Transport: Overload Tolerance

1463. Mr COWAN. to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is he still considering the proposal to

allow a temporary 15 per cent over-
load tolerance maximum axle loading
for trucks carting grain from the farm
to the grain receival point during the
harvest period?

(2) If yes, when will a decision be
announced?

(3) If no, why not?
4103)

MrTROY replied:

(1) to (3) The question of allowing an
overload tolerance to farmers during
the grain harvesting period is raised
from time to time. The preservation of
the road asset is of primary import-
ance in the setting of axle loading
limits.

I am advised that overloading of axles
by say I5 per cent to 20 per cent
would result in approximately 100 per
cent increase in pocential damage to
the road. If farm vehicles were granted
an exemption such as that suggested,
there is no reason why other vehicle
operators could not raise similar econ-
omic arguments.

While I appreciate the problems of the
farming community. particularly in
the present climate of restraint in road
funding, priority must be given to con-
servation of the existing road asset.
For this reason it is not envisaged that
any change to existing policy will be
made.

However, the matter of seasonal con-
sideration is still under review, and
the member will be advised when the
review has been finalised.

GRAIN

Transport:- Overload Tolerance

1464. Mr COWAN. to the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services:

(I) Is he still considering the proposal to
allow a temporary 15 per cent over-
load tolerance maximum axle loading
for trucks caning grain from the farm
to the grain receival point during the
harvest period?

(2) if yes, when will a decision be
announced?

(3) If no, why not?

Mr GOR DON H ILL repl ied:

1I) to (3) This is a matter for the Minister
for Transport, and I note that the
member has asked an identical ques-
tion of that Minister. He is referred to
the answer to Question 1463.
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PLANNING
Rez7oning:- Alacedonian United Societyr

1465. Mr CASH, to the Minister for
Planning:
(1) Is he aware of an application by the

Macedonian United Society for the
rezoning of Lots 32 to 35 Victoria
Road. corner Wanneroo Road, Balga?

(2) Can he say when he expects this appli-
cation for rezofling to be granted final
approval and gazetted?

(3) Will he endeavour to expedite the
matter as the Macedonian United So-
ciety is presently considering quo-
tations for the proposed building and
may be required to consider a higher
construction cost if the rezoning is
subjected to unnecessary delays?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) The relevant documents are being pre-

pared by the local authority. I under-
stand they are likely to be forwarded
to my office in early July 1987 for
signature and gazettal.

(3) Yes.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

STAMP DUTY
Retrospective Legislation

231. Mr MacKIN NON, to the Treasurer:
(I) Does the Treasurer support retrospec-

tive tax legislation?
(2) If not, why has the Government

imposed changes to the Stamp
Amendment Act retrospectively to 19
January in a move which was clearly
not designed to stop tax avoidance,
since the previous arrangements were
perfectly legal and legitimate, but to
substantially increase State revenue by
increasing stamp duty on certain
transactions at much greater than the
rate of inflation?

Mr BR IA N BU RKE repl ied:
(I) and (2) This legislation was fore-

shadowed in January of this year
when it became apparent that a min-
ority of people were resorting to arti-
ficial and deliberately contrived
schemes to avoid the payment of
stamp duty. In effect, the avoidance

technique involved the transfer, not of
leases. but of shares in a company that
held leases;, and it was established
specifically for that purpose-that is.
to act as a vehicle for the transfer of
the particular property. In that way,
the stamp duty attracted - to the
transfer was at a rate, I understand, of
0.6 per cent rather than at a rate of
about 4.5 per cent. from memory.

In January. the Government's inten-
tion was indicated to the public and
the legislation was duly introduced.

Mr MacKinnon: Why, in that indication,
was there no-

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Leader of the
Opposition should let me answer the
question. The public was notified by
way of a Press release, and the legis-
lation was duly introduced and, I
understand, was supported by the Op-
position.

During the period from January until
the June passage of the legislation,
anyone who was likely to be affected
by the changed legislation was notified
and put on notice when they went into
the stamp office and the State Tax-
ation Department that these changes
would take place. I understand that
four people involved in mining oper-
ations were notified that they could be
affected by the proposed changes. One
of those was Whim Creek, and the
others who were put on notice that
they might be affected will not be af-
fected because of the details of the
legislation. Therefore, we know of
only one mining company that is af-
fected. If the Opposition knows of any
others I want it to tell us.

Whim Creek came to the attention of
the Commissioner for State Taxation
when he was involved in investigating
a tax avoidance or evasion attempt of
a completely different nature. The de-
tails of that investigation will come to
light in due course. Whim Creek then
proffered the information that it
thought it may be liable to pay this
increased tax and then promptly be-
gan to raise a public protest about it.

From January, everyone who may
have been affected was notified by the
State Taxation Department.
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Mr MacKinnon: How were they to know if
they were affected when there was no
reference in the Press statement or
made publicly that mining companies
were likely to be caught?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Because, whenever
the transfer occurred, tax was liable to
be paid at one of two rates.

Mr MacKinnon: So they were supposed to
go to the tax office and be told that the
law had changed?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: No. They were not
supposed to dodge the tax by artificial
means to begin with. I do not under-
stand why thc Leader of the Oppo-
sition sees his role as one of trying to
protect tax dodgers. He does not see
Western Mining Corporation Ltd or
any of the other major players involv-
ing themselves in this sort of thing.
Genuine and substantial people who
try to do the right thing have nothing
to fear. it Is not fair that people who
want to avoid tax should, in the a void-
ance. thrust the burden onto those
prepared to play their part worthily in
fulfilling their obligations.

This massive attack by the Oppo-
sition, which voted in favour of the
legislation, cannot point to any person
who could be affected by the legis-
lation.

Mr Cash: Arc you suggesting that if we can
demonstrate others more affected. you
are prepared to suspend the tax?

Mr BRIAN B3URKE: I am not saying any-
thing. The Opposition is unable to
name anyone. There may be others.
but the fact that it is unable to point to
companies other than this one
company indicates it is prepared to
raise as much concern as it can on the
basis of a mining industry largely un-
affected because it is a mining indus-
try that largely does the right thing. If
the Opposition thinks it is its job to
protect tax dodgers. it is not mine.

MINERAL: IRON ORE

Nit Channar: Agreemnent

232. Mrs BUCHANAN. to the Premier:

Is it true that the Chinese have signed
the agreement for Mt Channar?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

I am delighted to inform the House
that this afternoon in Peking an agree-
ment was initialled that will underpin
the opening and exploitation of the
first iron ore mine in this State for 15
years. Mt Channar will be a joint ven-
ture between the Chinese Govern-
ment, the Ministry of Metallurgical
Industry, and Hamnersley Iron Pty Ltd.
It will involve an investment of $250
million and the export to China of 10
million tonnes of iron ore each year
for a period of up to 30 years. During
the construction phase, the new devel-
opment will employ 500 Western
Australians and there will be perma-
nent employment for 280 once the
mine is completed and is in its
operating phase.

It is particularly significant that this
development flows directly from the
intervention at the highest political
levels of the Prime Minister of
Australia who, in 1984, initiated the
discussions which involved the West-
ern Australian Government and the
private sector and which led to today's
very sign if icant announcement.

The Chinese Government intends to
increase the value of its production of
steel from the present level of $56
million to $90 million by the turn of
the century-, and by the signing of this
agreement, the Western Australian
iron ore industry is ideally poised to
be a true partner in the provision of
technological assistance and raw ma-
terials to the burgeoning Chinese steel
indust ry,

It gives the lie, once and for all, to the
oft-mouthed and absolutely untrue
claim of the Opposition that only
under the auspices of Liberal
Administrations was any development
project ever initiated. That is not true.
In fact, this is the First iron ore mine to
be established since 1972. That says
two things: Firstly, during the period
of the Court Government. no new iron
ore mine was established about which
it could boast; and, secondly, it was up
to this Government to reinvigorate
the industry and to cause that new de-
velopment to be initiated.

3267



3268 [ASSEMBLY]

Mr Thompson: When will construction be-
gin?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: In January of next
year. It is anticipated it will take two
years. That means that the last vestige
of credibility to which the Opposition
tries to cling has now been swept aside
because we arc even better than it at
development, too.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR
Comm iercial Operators: Faciiit',

233. Mr LAURANCE. to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Has a decision been made about a new

facility for commercial marine oper-
ators at Fremantle Harbour?

(2) Iffso. can the Minister recall answering
a question in Parliament on 2 June by
saying-

There have been some very broad
considerations given to this mat-
ter as part of accommodating cer-
tain operations within the
Fremantle area. It is really a long-
term plan and we have made it
clear to operators around that
area that there will be full nego-
tiations with them. At this stage it
has not progressed very signifi-
eantly.

(3) Why has this long-term plan suddenly
become a reality?

(4) Is it a fact that the Anchorage
developers will be responsible for
funding all or part of this develop-
ment?

(5) If so. will the Minister provide details
of the cost and the funding arrange-
ments?

Mr TROY replied:
(1) to (5) Quite clearly the Deputy Leader

of the Opposition has no real awvare-
ness of the detail that goes into the
investigation of such projects. It is
with some pleasure that I can tell the
House that my Department of Marine
and Harbours and the Fremnantle Port
Authority have addressed the con-
cerns in the Fremantle area in regard
to that development and the relo-
cation of the barge harbour facilities.
Following that extensive work. I gave
a clear indication today that this
Government favours the developmnrt

on the north side of the North Mole.
We have found that the cost of devel-
opment is about equal in each of the
alternatives that I mentioned pre-
viously. We believe that relocation to
the North Mole area will accommo-
date a number of interested parties
and will ensure that the demands for
that area by people with smaller boat
support services will be adequately
satisfied in the future.
As I said, our preference is for the
north side of the mole. We now have
to go through the stages of having final
drawings prepared for the ultimate re-
location on that site, an area about
which we are quite confident all re-
quirements will be met.

MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
Staff Memb er Perjury

234. Mr LEWIS. to the Minister
Agriculture:

for

(1) Is the Minister aware that in the legal
opinion on the sale of the Midland
abattoirs site Charles Francis QC said
that it was possible that one of the
members of the Minister's staff had
committed perjury at a Select Com-
mittee of Inquiry?

(2) If yes, would the Minister support an
independent inquiry into the evidence
given by the Minister's employee and
others so that the truth can be estab-
lished?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) and (2) Yes. I have read the opinion of

Mr Francis QC. a Liberal Party hack
fromt Victoria.

Mr Bryce: Hear, hear! And a very ordinary
hack at best.

Mr MacKinnon: He happens to be a miemn-

ber of the Nat ional Party, in fact. That
is how accurate your facts are.

Mr GRILL: I do not remember, and I am
rather surprised that the member
should allege. that within that opinion
there was an allegation that someone
on my staff has committed perjury.
That is simply untrue. I do not know
how he could possibly have made that
sort of interpretation, and I would
simply suggest he read the opinion
again.
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"BU R K E'S SHAM BLES"
Accuracy,

235. Mr LEWIS. to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Following the report in The West

Aulstralian newspaper yesterday. 29
June, in which the Minister is quoted
as saying that the book Burke's
Shamblecs is substantially wrong in
fact, can the Minister specify the facts
which are wrong, bearing in mind that
the book simply draws together the
various evidence given by witnesses to
Select Committees of Inquiry and the
various observations of independent
members of the media and the legal
profession?

Mr Bryce: Are you on Mr Patrick
O'Brien's mailing list?

Mr LEWIS: To continue-
(2) If the Minister is unable to state the

facts that he claims are wrong, is he
prepared to apologise to the people
whose evidence and observations
formed the basis of the book and
whom he has discredited by his
remark?

Mr Bryce: A Liberal Party stunt!
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) and (2) 1 thank the member for the

question because I have not read a
document or a book in the last few
years which has been so substantially
inaccurate in so many of the facts it
endeavoured to present and which has
been quite so biased in so many ways
as has been that particular book in re-
lation to the sale of the Midland abat-
toirs.

Mr Cash: You want to read your speeches
in ilansard. because they would be
about the same.

If'hihdrawal of Remark
Mr GRILL: Mr Deputy Speaker, I would

ask that that remark be withdrawn.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: By virtue of the

interjections that were taking place at
the time. I must say in all sincerity
that I did not hear the interjection to
which you refer. If the interjection was
made and you would like to repeat to
me what it was. I would request a
withdrawal: but in all sincerity I could

not ask for the withdrawal of an inter-
jection that I did not hear with my
own ears.

Mr Gordon Hill: If he was man enough he
would withdraw it.

M r G R ILL: I will1 not take the matter any
further, but it was nonetheless quite
unparliamentary and should be with-
drawn. Let us not take it any further.

Questions without Notice Resumted
Mr GRILL: The book written by Patrick

O'Brien is really a joke.
Mr MacKinnon: Are you giving us any of

the facts?
Mr GRILL: I will tell members one fact if

they want-a fact that was incorrect.
There are thousands of them but one,
for instance, was the fact that he said
that I shared an office with Mr
Campbell in Kalgoorlie. That is quite
untrue. There were many other alle-
gations of that nature. Another
example is that Mr Trent said I had
made certain promises to him, but I
have never spoken to Mr Trent in re-
spct of the Midland abattoirs matter.
All sorts of things were incorrect and
quite improper in respect of the book.
I was not going to comment on the
book, because by commenting on the
book I only gave it some sort of cre-
dence. However, after some days of
Mr O'Brien's going on air and in the
Press endeavouring even before the
book became available to the public to
say that he was completely unbiased, I
thought it was probably appropriate to
endeavour to set the record straight to
some extent.

Mr Peter Dowding: Is Paddy O'Brien the
same bloke who was charged before
the Senate of the University on an oc-
casion?

Mr Bryce: Yes.
Mr Cash: You might ask the Minister for

Agriculture if he was the same person
who was charged in one of our courts.
Let us get our facts straight.

Mr GRILL: It might well have been the
one. He was the one so sensitive yes-
terday in respect of any criticism of
the book, and who said in respect of
our criticism of the book that we were
engaging in some sort of character as-
sassination the same person who went
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back 25 years to dig up facts im-
properly-and quite incorrectly stated
in the book, I might add-to somehow
endeavour to get a point across about
the sale of the Midland abattoirs.
Traffic convictions, or the dismissal of
traffic prosecutions as happened in
this case, had nothing to do with thc
Midland abattoirs. It was quite im-
properly raised in this book.

Mr Cash: Whose traffic convictions were
they?

Mr GRILL: The member for Mt Lawley
should read the book and find out.

Mir Cash: But you are not suggesting they
were the only charges you faced?

Several members interjected.
Mr GRILL: I congratulate the member. I

should never have read the book: I
should have taken his advice and left
it alone.

PASTORAL LEASE
Meda: Sale

236. Mr COURT. to the Minister for Lands:
(1) Has the Minister approved the sale of

Exim's pastoral lease known as Medla?
(2) If yes, who was the purchaser?
(3) Will the Government make the details

of the sale public?
(4) If no. has he been advised of nego-

tiations for the sate olf this lease by
Es im?

M r WI(LSO N repl ied:
(1) to (4) There has been no reconi-

mendation to me from the Pastoral
Board, which is the normal course of
events on these mz~1ters, and I can give
the member no further information on
that.

Mr MacKinnon: You must be the only one
who does not know.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS POLICIES
Liberal Yarn': 1:E/Pci

237. Mrs BUCHANAN. to the Minister for
Labour, Productivity and Employment:

What material is available to the Min-
ister to indicate the likely effect on the
relations between workers and em-

ployers if the Liberal Party had an op-
portunity to implement its industrial
relations policies?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
There are very few opportunities ever
to test the policies of a political party
before one Finds that political party in
office-, and at the present time. given
the fact that there is a Federal election
imminent, it is difficult for the public
really to grapple with the issue of
which party is able to present the most
believable industrial relations policy.
It would be difficult, were it not for
the fact that there is. in the statistics
available to the community, a clear
demonstration of the failure of Liberal
policies in the industrial relations
arena.
I was reminded of this situation when
I read a Press release from the Leader
of the Opposition's office recently
suggesting that Western Australia had
a very poor record in industrial re-
lations. I take this opportunity to re-
mind the House that whcn the Lib-
erals were in office, the 12 months to
February 1982 produced in Australia
835 working days lost per I1000 em-
ployees, compared with 293 for the 12
months to February 1987 in Western
Australia. Members should compare
586 in February 1982 in Western
Australia with 293 in February 1987:
they should compare 314 in February
1983 with 293 in February 1987.
What is important about the figures
for the 12 months to February 1987 is
that they include the one demnon-
stration of the implementation of Lib-
eral Party industrial relations policies.
That was, of course, the Robe River
dispute.

Mr Court: It has been the saviour of the
north.

Mr PETER DOWDING: of course it has,
according to the member for
Nedlands. The Robe River dispute
produced 44 740 working days lost. If
ever there was an illustration of the
mechanisms of the implementation of
Liberal Party industrial relations pol-
icy, it can be seen from that figure.
That represents roughly 30 per cent of
the total man days lost in Western
Australia during that period. The
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people of Western Australia can see
that if they go for the Liberal Party in
the coming Federal election and its
policy is implementled. they will get
that sort of result in terms of lost pro-
ductivity. The people of Western
Australia have suffered nearly 45 000
days of lost productivity as a result of
the implementation of Liberal Party
policy. There are few opportunities for
the community to suck it and see:, let
me remind the people of Western
Australia that this is what that lolly
will produce.

SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITION
Kiinb ' r: Disruption

238. Mr BLAIKIE.' to the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) Will he ensure that Aboriginal groups

do not prevent the endeavours of the
Royal Geographical Society and the
Linnean Society of London from
staging a joint Austral ian- British
scientific project in the Kimberley dis-
trict next year concentrating on botan-
ical, zoological, ecological, and
geomnorphological exploration?

(2) As the endeavours of a very pres-
tigious group known as the Kimberley
200 Committee are aimed at
recognising the 1988 bicentenary of
Australia and the 300th anniversary of
the landing by William Dampier on
the Kimberley shoreline, and this
project will represent a major scien-
tific contribution not only to
Australia. but Western Australia in
particular, what action is the Minister
and the Government taking to ensure
this project succeeds?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) and (2) Discussions have been held

already. Only in the last few weeks I
had Ron Davies ring from London in
respect of some aspects of this plan.
seeking a response from me as to how
they could assist in ensuring there was
a minimum of concern, anxiety, and

disruption. Plans are being put in
place by the Government, the people
of the Kimberley, and the group
involved to address all those sensitive
areas that might be touched upon by
this matter.
I suppose it is reasonable to say to the
House that I do not expect there will
be any problems, but one cannot go
beyond that and one cannot be sure
what might occur when the studies be-
gin in the Kimberley. They are factors
which will need to be considered at
the time.

Mr Blaikie: Is it a major project for West-
ern Australia?

Mr BRIDGE: We see its importance. We
are as keen as anyone to see that, how-
ever it is done, it will be in such a way
that everybody associated with it
adopts a sensible and constructive ap-
proach. That is as much as I can say.
That is the only assurance I can give
tonight. We are looking at all the areas
of sensitivity. There have been dis-
cussions with the Aboriginal people in
the Kimberley and with the group
coming out here, and at. this stage we
do not anticipate any problems. That
is the state of play currently, but one
can never be too sure what might hap-
pen afterwards.

Mr Blaikie: Has the Government given the
green light for the project to go ahead?

Mr BRIDGE: As I understand it we have
done that but there are certain con-
ditions that we put I n place. I have
tried to be as definitive as I can in
answering the questions by saying that
a fair amount of discussion has taken
place to look at the areas of sensi-
tivity. As I understand it, general
agreement has been reached upon how
this whole thing will proceed. In the
conduct of that the Government has
given the green light, as the member
terms it, with Certain conditions which
are considered necessary and which
are to be understood by everybody
involved. That is as far as I can go
tonight.
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